
African National Congress says United States is destabilising China 

South Africa’s ruling party, the African National Congress (ANC), said that the United States of America (USA) 

is trying to destabilise South Africa’s major trading partner, China. According to the ANC, the USA is trying to 

rally China’s neighbours against it, and has allegedly declared a “cold war” against China and Russia as a 

reaction to the emergence of developing countries, like the BRICS group. According to the ANC the USA is 

trying to portray China as the world’s worst polluter and as a country whose economic development is 

unsustainable, reports Polity (South Africa). The ANC is currently reviewing its memorandum of understanding 

with the Communist Party of China, according to News101 (South Africa). 

Chinese phone maker seeking market share in Africa 

Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi has announced that it will be launching its smartphones in Africa starting in 

September 2015. The rise of the company has been extremely quick, having only been created five years ago. 

It was the third-best-selling smartphone manufacturer in the world in 2014, behind Apple and Samsung, 

according to Tech Times (USA). Xiaomi has said that it has developed a model that works across emerging 

markets; the Chinese technology giant sells its smartphones with a low profit margin and makes most of its 

profit from software sales. The company has also partnered with Mobile in Africa to serve as its distributor and 

partner across sub-Saharan Africa, reports Pulse (Nigeria). 

South African students granted record number of Chinese scholarships 

The South African government dispatched 53 students to China, the largest group ever sent by the African 

country. The students have been granted scholarships by the Chinese government to study in China in various 

fields. From the 180 applications that were received, 150 students were interviewed and the government is 

sending 54 students, according to Global Post (China). There are currently 1100 South African students 

studying in China and more than 2400 Chinese students studying in South Africa, reports SouthAfrica.info 

(South Africa).  

Sub-Saharan Africa affected by China stock market crash and currency devaluation 

Panicked investors in Africa joined those in Asia, Europe and the USA in a global sell-off on Monday, 24 

August 2015, as fears of a Chinese economic slowdown reached commodity-linked African currencies. While 

the concerns rattled markets around the world, sub-Saharan Africa looked particularly vulnerable due to its 

resource exposure, reports International Business Time (USA). South Africa and Zambia in particular have 

been greatly affected by China’s financial instability. South Africa’s rand has hit its lowest level in 19 months 

and the Zambia kwacha has also fallen to an all-time low against the US dollar, according to Quartz Africa 

(USA).  

Western leaders will not attend China’s military parade  

Beijing is preparing for a large military parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the end of World War 

II. Authorities temporarily shut down major roads and public transportation as well as businesses in the central 

regions of the Chinese capital in preparation for the upcoming event, according to China Digital Times (China). 

Major Western leaders will not be in attendance. President Xi Jinping will host leaders and officials from 

Russia, Sudan, Venezuela and North Korea amongst others, reports Reuters (USA).  
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