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About the conference 

FOCAC: Creating a platform for Africa’s sustainable development 

Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Cape Town 

August 26-27, 2015 

 

Since its establishment in 2000, FOCAC has become a crucial platform for 

collective dialogue and an effective mechanism for enhancing co-operation 

between China and African countries. Along with the evolution of China–

Africa relations, the implications and subsequent responsibility of China has 

become greater than before. The pattern of Chinese engagement has 

become diversified and various actors have become involved; therefore a 

comprehensive approach is needed. This conference aims to assess the role 

of FOCAC and to contribute to the preparation for the upcoming FOCAC VI 

meeting in South Africa by creating more in-depth knowledge. Participants at 

the conference are invited to network, catalyse ideas and share information. 

The conference will serve as a high level platform for discussion, fostering 

understanding among stakeholders and developing shared visions. 

 

* The Conference is funded by the  Embassy of the People's Republic of 

China in the Republic of South Africa 
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Program - Day 1 (26 August 2015) 
08:00- 

08:30 

Registration/coffee 

08:30- 

09:00 

Welcome addresses 

by Hu Zhangliang  (Embassy of the PRC in South Africa) 

09:00- 

10:30 

Building political partnerships to promote peace, security and 

stability I 

This panel will examine the current political relationship between 

China and Africa and will discuss how this relationship can be 

made to contribute to Africa’s peace and security. The panel will 

discuss China’s role and how it can serve to achieve sustainable 

development on the continent. 

Chair: Ross Anthony (Centre for Chinese Studies) 

David Shinn (George Washington University) 

Li Weijian (Shanghai Institutes for International Studies) 

Garth Shelton (University of the Witwatersrand) 

Discussant: Zhou Yuyuan (Shanghai Institutes for International 

Studies) 

10:30- 

11:00 

Coffee 

11:00- 

12:30 

Building political partnerships to promote peace, security and 

stability II 

Chair: Zhang Chun (Shanghai Institutes for International Studies) 

He Wenping (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) 

Li Wentao (China Institutes of Contemporary International 

Relations) 

Lina Benabdallah (University of Florida) 

Discussant: Sven Grimm (German Development Institute) 

12:30- 

14:00 

Lunch 
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Program - Day 1 (26 August 2015) Program - Day 1 (26 August 2015) 
14:00- 

16:00 

China Africa economic relations in the global economy 

China’s increasing economic clout in the global economy has 

significant implications for the rest of the world and Africa is no 

exception. This panel will look at China’s economic engagement 

through investment and trade in Africa. The focus will be on how 

African countries are affected by the Chinese economy and on 

how Africa can draw the maximum benefit from China’s 

engagement. 

Chair: Yejoo Kim (Centre for Chinese Studies) 

Kobus van der Wath (The Beijing Axis) 

Ron Sandrey (TRALAC) 

Yazini April (Human Sciences Research Council) 

Zhang Xiaofeng (Institute of African Studies Zhejiang Normal 

University) 

Discussant: Ross Harvey (South African Institute of International 

Affairs) 

16:00- 

16:30 

Coffee 

16:30-

18:00 

Diversifying economic co-operation for sustainable 

development 

Chinese economic engagement in Africa has diversified into 

various sectors and this has the potential to contribute to 

sustainable development in Africa through technology transfer and 

job creation among others. This panel will examine the current 

economic co-operation between China and Africa in various 

sectors and figure out what the opportunities are and what 

challenges must be met effectively. 

Chair: Zhang Xiaofeng (Institute of African Studies Zhejiang 

Normal Unversity) 

Maxime Weigert (African Development Bank) 

[Continues on next page] 
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Program - Day 1 (26 August 2015) 
16:30-

18:00 

Diversifying economic cooperation for sustainable 

development 

[Continued from previous page] 

Hoseana Bohela Lunogelo (Economic and Social Research 

Foundation) 

Ross Harvey (South African Institute of International Affairs) 

Discussant: Saliem Fakir (WWF) 

19:00 Dinner 
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Program - Day 1 (26 August 2015) Program - Day 2 (27 August 2015) 
08:30 Tea and Coffee 

09:00- 

10:30 

China-Africa in post-2015 

It has been realised that opportunities as well as challenges 

can be associated with China’s engagement in Africa. In this 

context, this panel will explore how Chinese actors should 

engage in Africa and how their African counterparts should 

respond to ensure that this relationship is sustainable. 

Furthermore the role of civil society and of FOCAC in the 

facilitation of this process will be discussed. 

Chair: David Shinn (George Washington University) 

Zhang Chun (Shanghai Institutes for International Studies) 

Louise Scholtz (WWF) 

Sven Grimm (German Development Institute) 

Shem Simuyemba (African Development Bank) 

Discussant: He Wenping (Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences) 

10:30- 

11:00 

Coffee 

11:00- 

12:30 

Roundtable discussion 

During the final session of the conference, discussions and 

conversations regarding the main theme will be conducted. 

What are the main issues concerning the future of the China-

Africa relationship and how can we contribute to the formation 

of coherent policy strategies within FOCAC. It is hoped that this 

session will be a valuable platform for the provision of 

suggestions and recommendations to the decision-makers in 

China and Africa in order to strengthen the future relationship. 

12:30- 

15:30 

Lunch 

15:30 Conference ends 
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Abstracts 

David Shinn  

 

The evolving China-Africa security relationship 

China’s growing physical presence, investments, and interests in Africa have 

a direct impact on its need for improved security on the continent and the 

way it supports African security.  As with all countries, China is primarily 

interested in protecting its own interests.  As terrorist groups and instability 

spread in some parts of Africa, this increases the security challenge facing 

China.  Looking to the future, China is readying itself to be a global naval 

power.  As a result, it is in discussion with the government of Djibouti for 

some kind of naval support facility.  These concerns have already resulted in 

a stronger Chinese security footprint in Africa and some modification of its 

non-interference principle.  Current evidence, including its May 2015 

document on “China’s Military Strategy,” suggest this trend will continue and 

perhaps quicken.  In response, the African Union, African sub-regional 

organisations, and key African countries need to maximize the benefit they 

receive from this evolving security relationship with China. 
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Abstracts Abstracts  

 

 

Biographical note 

David Shinn has been teaching in the Elliott School of International Affairs at 

George Washington University since 2001.  He previously served for 37 

years in the U.S. Foreign Service with assignments at embassies in 

Lebanon, Kenya, Tanzania, Mauritania, Cameroon, Sudan and as 

ambassador to Burkina Faso and Ethiopia.  He is the author of numerous 

book chapters and articles in academic and policy journals.  He is the co-

author of China and Africa: A Century of Engagement (2012), Historical 

Dictionary of Ethiopia (2013), and author of Hizmet in Africa: The Activities 

and Significance of the Gülen Movement (forthcoming).  He has a PhD from 

George Washington University and blogs at http://davidshinn.blogspot.com.   
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Abstracts  

Li Weijian  

 

Development of China's diplomacy toward Africa—from the perspective 

of big power strategic positioning  

China has already clarified its strategic position as a power; as the 

consequence, positive changes have taken place in Chinese big power 

diplomacy. Africa is the important platform for China to carry out her 

diplomacy as a power, as well as the strategic pivot of this process. It means 

that the importance of Africa to China will be increased further more. The 

strategic significance of the China-Africa relationship will be enhanced. In the 

future, China’s diplomacy to Africa will focus on following areas. First, China 

will put more efforts on the development of Africa. Second, China will 

enhance cooperation with Africa on security affairs. Third, China will try to 

build Chinese discourse system in African related affairs. 
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Abstracts  Abstracts  

 

 

Biographical note 

Li Weijian is Director of Institute for Foreign Policy Studies, and Senior 

Fellow of Center for west Asian & African Studies SIIS. Prof. Li holds the 

titles of Executive Director of China Association for Middle East Studies, 

Shanghai Institute for International Strategic Studies. Council member of 

Shanghai Society for International Relations, Shanghai Public Diplomacy 

Association. 
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Abstracts  

Garth Shelton 

 

China-Africa relations and FOCAC: Building a long-term, sustainable 

development partnership  

This paper suggests that while FOCAC (the Forum on China-Africa Co-

operation) provides a constructive and positive mechanism for effectively 

managing China-Africa relations, adjustments to FOCAC’s long term agenda 

and multilateral consultative processes could contribute to building a 

stronger, more effective and more sustainable development partnership.  

The FOCAC agenda to date has advanced Africa’s economic growth, but 

more synergy with Africa’s development plans, especially the African Union’s 

(AU) development goals could advance longer term success.  The 

methodology is be based on process tracing which will investigate the form, 

dynamics, challenges and evolution of FOCAC and the impact of this 

process (positive and negative) on Africa.  Analysis is informed by a 

constructivist approach which focusses on how agents (states) form 

structures (FOCAC) and how actors interpret and shape international 

institutions.   While FOCAC produces win-win outcomes for all participants, 

mutual exchange and agreement can improve results for all agents.  A 

constructivist approach suggest the global system is in a state of change and 

states can alter current systems of interaction, improving outcomes and 

creating new more rewarding possibilities.                           
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Abstracts  Abstracts  

 

 

Biographical note 

Associate Professor, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South 

Africa 

Academic and professional qualifications include:  PhD, Wits University.  

Thesis entitled:  “Nuclear Weapons, Deterrence and Non-proliferation: The 

Case of South Africa;”National Security Certificate, Christian Albrechts 

University, Kiel, Germany; MA (Distinction) Wits University,  Dissertation 

entitled:  “United States - South Africa Relations 1974-1979.”   Professor 

Shelton is a Director of the  Institute for Global Dialogue (IGD);  Director of 

the  Wits University East Asia Project (EAP) and a director of the Africa-Asia 

Society (AAS).   He has published 5 books (on China and Africa and China 

related themes) and 56 articles and academic papers (on East Asian topics 

and security related issues) in national and international journals, including 

journals published in the USA, the UK, Japan, France, Switzerland and 

Australia.   He has presented academic papers on East Asian and security 

related topics at 42 national and international conferences.  Fieldwork 

research in Asia has included visits to 32 cities in China, 10 cities in Japan 

and visits to South Korea, North Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore, Hong 

Kong and Australia.  Over 30 visits to Hong Kong to attend seminars and 

conferences. Fieldwork research on China-Africa relations has included visits 

to 11 African countries.   He was visiting Bradlow Fellow at the South African 

Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA), in 2002.  

Currently working as co-editor on a book focussing on China - Africa 

Relations and the Forum on China-Africa Co-operation (FOCAC)which 

includes 8 Chinese and 8 African authors.   
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Abstracts  

HE Wenping  

 

Dealing with new challenges: Three priorities for the 6th FOCAC 

FOCAC is not only a platform for China-Africa collective dialogue, it is more 

a mechanism for addressing common challenges. At the moment, there are 

at least three new challenges that the 6th FOCAC needs to face and deal 

with. The first is the security challenge. Since the end of the unrest in 

Northern Africa and the War on Libya, the overall security challenges Africa 

faces are getting severe, involving not only such traditional security issues as 

civil wars and armed conflicts, but also the threats brought about by the 

spread of terrorist acts and the undercurrents of tension fermented in the 

“Arc of Instability”. Therefore, the 6th FOCAC needs to focus more on 

African peace and security. The second is the public health challenge. The 

spread of Ebola epidemic in 2014 has claimed more than 10 thousand lives 

and has sounded the alarm of African public health crisis. With the joint effort 

made by the Ebola-affected countries themselves, AU and international 

society including China, though Ebola epidemic is now in greatly control, but 

the 6th FOCAC must to address how to build up the Ebola-affected 

countries’ disease prevention and control capacity, and to establish a sound 

public health system in Africa as a whole. The third is the development 

challenge. Anti-poverty and promote economic development have always 

been the focus of previous FOCAC action plans. With China’s “One Belt and 

One Road” initiative put forward, plus the initiatives such as the “Sino-African 

community of common destiny”, raised by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 

2013, as well as “joint construction of the three networks” of railways, 

highways and regional aviation in Africa, proposed by Chinese Premier Li 

Keqiang in 2014, the 6th FOCAC will certainly eyes on how to link the 

industrial structure adjustment in China and the industrial development in 

Africa. 
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Biographical note 

Dr HE Wenping is Professor and Research Program Director at the Institute 

of West-Asian and African Studies (IWAAS), Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences (CASS), and specializes on Africa’s relations with China and major 

Western powers, and African democratic transition. She began her research 

and teaching career at CASS in 1989, and has served as a visiting scholar at 

Yale University, London University, the Nordic Africa Institute based in 

Sweden, German Development Institute and the BRICS Policy Center of the 

Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio). Dr. HE is the 

Standing Member of the Chinese Asian & African Research Society, the 

Research Society for African Problems, and Asian–African Development & 

Exchange Society of China.  She received B.A. and M.A. degrees in 

international politics and a Ph.D. in law from Peking University in China. Dr. 

HE also served as a Council Member of the World Economic Forum’s Global 

Agenda Council on the Future of Africa from 2009 to 2011. 
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Abstracts  

Li Wentao  

 

China’s security engagement in Africa: Dynamics, approaches and 

challenges  

China’s engagement with Africa has deepened substantially over the past 

decade. With diverse dynamics emerged, China plays a growing role in 

Africa peace making, peacekeeping and peacebuilding. However, Sino-

Africa security cooperation is lagging far behind political and economic 

cooperation currently, which is more difficult to meet the requirements from 

the international, Africa and China domestic level. In this circumstance, 

further involvements in Africa Security inevitable raise new challenges to 

China which needs to timely policy adjustment, capacity building and show 

more political will. Taking into consideration of various elements, China’s 

security engagement can only develop with its own characteristics other than 

western approach, but it also should be a beneficial complimentary to current 

African security architecture and co-operative with traditional powers’ 

positive efforts.  
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Biographical note 

Doctor Li Wentao is Director Assistant of Institute of African Studies, China 

Institutes of Contemporary International Relations (CICIR). Mr. Li is also a 

member of Chinese Association of African Studies and Chinese Society of 

African Historical Studies. Mr. Li earned the M.A from the department of 

International Relations of Nanjing University and PhD of CICIR. Mr. Li has 

engaged in African Studies for 9 years. He has been to about 20 African 

countries for international conference and exchanging. Mr. Li recent research 

focus is China’s security engagement in African, Terrorism of Nigeria and 

West Africa, China-Africa-traditional donor’s trilateral cooperation.  
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Abstracts  

Lina Benabdallah  

 

Addressing the importance of peace and security project evaluation in 

FOCAC VI action plan   

FOCAC VI is expected to dedicate considerable attention to China-Africa 

Security Cooperation. Indeed in light of recent developments about Chinese 

interests in building a military base in Djibouti, about the attacks against 

Chinese nationals and interests in Somalia, and the mounting urgency of 

resolving the conflict in South Sudan, it is only reasonable to expect the 

Forum’s action plan to detail the next three years of cooperation addressing 

security issues in the continent. Furthermore, Beijing has voiced interest in 

engaging with the African continent multilaterally by strengthening its 

partnerships with the African Union as a platform that will enhance yet go 

beyond bilateral cooperation.  

With these considerations in mind, this article addresses the role that the 

African Union can play in enhancing, guiding, and evaluating China-Africa 

security cooperation. By taking security to encapsulate not only military but 

economic, human, and environmental dimensions, it becomes more evident 

that negotiations that are based on project evaluation and follow up 

mechanisms lead to a sustainable development-security nexus. However, 

AU officials have expressed structural challenges within the AU Commission 

that hinder an efficient participation at China-Africa summit or other 

multilateral platforms. Consensus-building which is vital for a unified agenda 

as well as lack of means to set up follow-up mechanisms for development 

projects across over 50 member states are the big roadblocks.   

In brief, this study suggests that FOCAC puts in place project evaluation 

mechanisms side by side while launching new cooperation projects that deal 

with enhancing peace and security directly or indirectly. To be able to ensure 

project evaluation gets done efficiently, the paper identifies Africa-based 

think tanks and civil society groups as key elements and allies and gives 

practical recommendations to be considered for the upcoming FOCAC.  
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Biographical note 

Lina Benabdallah, is doctoral candidate in International Relations at the 

University of Florida and is affiliated with the Center for African Studies. Her 

research centers on studying the concept of power at the international level, 

specifically Sino-African power relations. Lina holds a B.A and a M.A in 

applied linguistics from the University of Batna. Prior to embarking on the 

doctoral journey, she was a Fulbright scholar 2007-2008 at Missouri State 

University where she also received a Master’s degree in International Affairs 

and Administration. She then worked and lived in Liaoning Province (China) 

for a year at the joint program between Missouri State University’s Business 

College and Liaoning Normal University in Dalian. Her dissertation fieldwork 

(in China and Ethiopia) has been funded through several grants including the 

Center of African Studies pre-dissertation grant, the political science 

department summer grant, and the Office of Research doctoral grant. 
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Abstracts  

Kobus van der Wath 

  

[Abstract not available at time of print] 
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Biographical note 

Kobus is the Founder and Group Managing Director of The Beijing Axis, an 

international advisory and procurement firm operating in four principal areas: 

strategy, procurement, commodities, and capital. Clients include global multi-

nationals with a ‘China/Asia agenda’; and Chinese/Asian multi-national firms 

with a ‘go-global agenda’. 

Kobus has been working in Asia for over 19 years and is based in Beijing. 

Before founding The Beijing Axis, he was Head of Investment Strategy and 

Global Market Research for Asia Pacific for Standard Chartered Bank Plc 

and, prior to that, he was a Senior Strategy Consultant with the Boston 

Consulting Group (BCG) in Asia. In his early career, he was an Emerging 

Market Investment Strategist in London; a Treasury Economist with Standard 

Merchant Bank in Johannesburg; and an Economist with the South African 

Reserve Bank in Pretoria. 

He holds an MBA from INSEAD in France, a Master of Business from Curtin 

in Australia and BCom Honours degrees in Finance/Investments and 

Economics, respectively from UJ and Unisa in South Africa. 

His work is well published, and he has received numerous invitations to 

present as a keynote speaker and to lead discussions in over 20 countries. 

He is regarded as a thought leader on the topic of China cross-border 

business. 
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Abstracts  

Ron Sandrey  

 

The rise of China in world and African trade and a crystal ball analysis 

for future Chinese trade 

This note is prepared as background to the paper presented by Ron Sandrey 

to the “FOCAC: Creating a platform for Africa’s sustainable development” 

Conference held in Cape Town August 26 -27 of 2016.  It draws heavily from 

different tralac research, and the modelling work has been undertaken by Dr 

Hans Grinsted Jensen and Ron Sandrey. We also present some 

observations from other tralac paper relating to African trade data. It is not 

developed as a strict academic paper but rather as background for the 

Conference using tralac research.  

The first section details the evolution of Chinese trade over the period 2001 

to 2013. It highlights China’s remarkable rise in global trade importance 

where it has overtaken the United States (US) as the world’s largest single 

country exporter. This section shows China’s main trading partners and how 

these relationships have shifted over time. The rise of Chinese domination in 

manufactured exports as well as sectoral shifts in its import and export 

profile is emphasised. The second section details the application of a Global 

Trade Analysis Project (GTAP) model incorporating various economic 

variables and assumptions to project Chinese trade patterns to the year 

2025. Our emphasis is on trade shares and how they are projected to shift 

over time, although we also introduce a brief note on non-tariff measures and 

how reducing their impact may reflect on trade. Other observations then 

relate to the more complete African – BRIC trade relationship and finally 

‘black holes’ in the African trade data as they especially relate to the South 

African / Chinese trade data. As an end-note we give a brief summary of the 

recently signed China – Australia FTA (ChAFTA) and how this may impact 

on South Africa, and as an Annex we give a profile of the South African – 

Chinese investment profile through to and including 2012.  
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Biographical Note 

Ron Sandrey is a New Zealander who came to South Africa in 2005 to work 

at TRALAC. He currently is a Research Associate with TRALAC, a Professor 

Extraordinary at the Department of Agricultural Economics at the University 

of Stellenbosch and an Adjunct Associate Professor at Lincoln University in 

New Zealand.  ‘Retiring’ in late 2008 he returned to Christchurch from South 

Africa, but continues to stay involved with both South Africa and China. His 

recent research output has included five books on South and Southern 

Africa’s trade and economic future and several book chapters, refereed and 

non-refereed papers in the same or similar areas. Interests outside of work 

concentrate upon travelling with his wife Nancy, and where possible 

combining this with speaking and research in Africa. He holds a PhD from 

Oregon State University in Economics.  
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Abstracts  

Yazini April 

 

African development and extractive resources:  FOCAC a necessary 

partnership? 

The biggest challenge facing governance in 21
st
 century Africa is industrial 

development.  Industrial development is one of the key agencies of 

sustainable growth and development.  According to Agenda 2063, the 

African Union (AU) emphasizes that the minerals sector is critical for the 

development of Africa’s economic future in the 21st century. The fact is, over 

the years, despite the AU’s objectives, and the continents impressive mineral 

resources endowment, Africa remains the poorest and the least developed 

continent in the world.  Instead, the extractive industry in Africa remains the 

continent’s highest controversial source of income as the rich natural 

resources of the continent.  However, through the Forum for Cooperation 

between China and Africa (FOCAC) China has changed the landscape of 

resource governance and industrialization due to various projects such as 

infrastructural development.  In January 2015, China also signed a signed a 

memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the AU to cooperate on 

continental infrastructural development and industrialization. The key focus 

of infrastructural development is transport, high speed railway, aviation, and 

road highways which would in turn facilitate mineral beneficiation and 

industrialization. 

This study assesses the significance of the FOCAC partnership with a focus 

on mineral industrialization through a South Africa-China case study.   The 

study will analyse the results of a mineral trade agreement between China 

and South Africa, in a particular, mining development called ASA Metals in 

Limpopo.  The industrial assessment will be done against the backdrop of 

the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (MPRDA). The 

MPRDA will be used as a measuring yard stick of economic transformation 

in the mineral industrial sector.  The study applies the institutional legislative 

theory which focuses on development as the set of processes within which 

the state, using the law deliberately transforms the country’s institutions in 

ways likely to help resolve those social problems.  The results of this study 

can be used to determine whether FOCAC serves as a necessary 

partnership that can promote extractive resources and African development. 
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Biographical note 

Ms. April currently works at the Human Science Research Council with a 

focus on industrialization.  She has done government projects such as the 

proposed “Special Economic Zones: One Stop Shop Model for South Africa,” 

and projects such as “South Africa-China Relations” which culminated in an 

edited book publication with Professor Garth Shelton titled Perspectives on 

South Africa – China Relations.  She has also undertaken several fieldwork 

exercises to assess industrializations in countries such as China, Mauritius, 

and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Ms. April studied at the Masters of 

Arts Graduate of the International Affairs at the University of South Carolina 

in Columbia, South Carolina.   She also studied in the Juris Doctorate of Law 

program at John Marshall School of Law, Atlanta, Georgia.  Ms. April has 

several publications that include the following: South Africa’s Governance 

Challenges:  Assessing The South Africa – China Mineral Case, 

Contemporary Politics Journal, Routledge: London, Vol 15, No. 4, : An 

Analysis of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act 28 of 

2002, and the Nationalization Debate.  Africa Insight Journal.  Volume 41 (5), 

South Africa’s Governance Challenges: Assessing the South Africa-China 

Mineral Case.  Journal of Contemporary Politics.  December, 2009, A 

Comparative Analysis of Industrialization in the Case of the African Union 

and the Association of the South East Asia Nations.  Africa Insight Journal. 

Volume 40 (3), and Assessing One Stop Shop Best Practices for South 

African Investments: A Comparative Case Study of Mauritius and Egypt.  

Africa Insight Journal, Vol 42 (1)  
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Abstracts  

Zhang Xiaofeng 

 

The measurement on economic amalgamation levels between China 

and Africa (2000-2014) 

This presentation builds a model of the Economic Amalgamation Model of 

Africa and China， which includes trade，direct investment and personnel 

exchanges and other factors; measures the Economic Amalgamation Level 

in 2000－2014; and scientifically evaluates the degree of economic 

integration． Finally，we propose a strategic upgrade strategy for deepening 

the economic amalgamation level of the two sides，containing a co-operative 

mechanism，industrial cooperation，multilateral strategic cooperation and 

other aspects． 
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Biographical note 

Xiaofeng Zhang, PhD in Economics, now is serving an adjunct professor at 

the Sino-Africa School of International Business. His research interest 

focuses on Sino-Africa economic cooperation, especially the financial 

cooperation between China and Africa.  
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Maxime Weigert  

 

What are the potential complementarities between China and West 

Africa in the agro-industry sector? 

China’s co-operation with Africa is moving towards greater diversification as 

African economies themselves diversify and new opportunities rise across 

the continent. The case of West Africa illustrates that trend, with China 

providing new forms of economic assistance to many countries of the sub-

region. This is especially the case for the agriculture sector, which becomes 

a key sector in West Africa, addressing both food security and economic 

growth challenges. The potential role of China in accompanying the West 

African agro-industrial transformation should however be assessed in the 

light of the specific needs facing each country and the region as a whole. 

This presentation takes stock of the agro-industrial challenges in West 

Africa. It also intends to identify the most desirable forms of assistance China 

could provide to the region, within the framework of a South-South and win-

win cooperation model. 
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Biographical note 

An economic geographer, Maxime Weigert currently serves as a regional 

economist consultant at the West Africa Regional Department of the African 

development bank, focusing on knowledge management and regional 

integration. He holds a PhD in economic geography from the Paris 1/

Panthéon-Sorbonne and a Master's degree in Geopolitics from the Ecole 

Normale Supérieure of Paris. Prior to AFDB, he worked for five years as a 

research project manager at the Euro-Med think tank Institut de Prospective 

Economique du Monde Méditerranéen, specializing in the role of the tourism 

and manufacturing sector in regional integration processes, with a focus on 

North Africa. As a consultant and as a researcher, he authored and 

published numerous articles and papers in both peer-reviewed journals and 

think tank policy series. 
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Hoseana Bohela Lunogelo 

 

China's support to the emergence of iron and steel metallurgical 

industries in Africa: the case of Tanzania 

The paper has used Tanzania to showcase  how Chinese technical 

assistance can be tied to economic cooperation in the country’s relatively 

new sector of iron and steel industrial development. As part of China’s 

diversification into various sectors in Africa, Sichuan Hogda Group signed in 

2011 a Joint Venture Agreement with Government of Tanzania to provide  

USD 1.3 billion capital, technology and manpower to assist Tanzania to 

develop the largest complex of iron industry, based on coal-fired low carbon 

emission technology. Tanzania will be among the top four producers of iron/

steel once fully developed given its confirmed deposits of 364 million tons of 

coal and 219 million tons of iron ore. The deposits are expected to last more 

than 100 years and creating employment and millions of USD as tax 

revenue. The mega project will include a new railway system to be linked to 

the Tanzania-Zambia Railway (TAZARA) and the ports of Dar es salaam and 

Mtwara. This project has the potential to contribute to sustainable 

development in SADC and the EAC through the development of iron industry 

and sharing of surplus of the 600MW energy to be produced. A key condition 

of this investment is that the extracted iron must be processed domestically 

before exporting products.  However, it remains to be seen if the level of 

processing will add significant value compared to the final end products to be 

exported for finalisation elsewhere. Among the open opportunities will be 

some further investments in vocational training to have enough artisans to 

support the emergence of an iron and steel metallurgical complex which in 

turn will create hundreds of jobs. 
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Biographical note 

Dr. H. Bohela Lunogelo is a Policy Analyst and the immediate former 

Executive Director of the Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF) 

(May 2007-April 2015). He holds a Ph.D (1989) and Masters (1986) degrees 

in Agricultural Economics from the University of London (UK); and a B.Sc in 

Agricultural Science from Sokoine University (Tanzania-1984).  

He has international experience as a policy and institutional development 

specialist for more than 30 years. He covers a range of thematic areas such 

as agricultural and rural economy; project management and evaluation; and 

international trade and relations. He has participated in preparation of sector 

development strategies for the East African Community and the Regional 

Indicative Strategic Development Programme (RISDP) for the SADC and in 

preparation of the Lake Victoria Basin Commission. Nationally, he has led 

teams in the review of Tanzania Development Vision 2025, and a team 

member in preparation of Tanzania’s medium term (5-years) development 

plans.  

His most recent engagements include contributing a chapter in the first book 

on Monitoring the Implementation of the Istanbul Plan of Action (IPOA) for 

the Least Developed Countries (LDC4); monographs on Africa-India and 

Africa-China economic relationships. He is part of teams at ESRF engaged 

in studies such as “Implications of Climate Change on Food Security and 

Trade in the East African Community”, “Analytical Brief on Green Growth in 

Tanzania” and “Assessing the Impact of OECD policies on trade, rural 

development and food security in Tanzania”,  “India-Africa Economic 

Cooperation: Contextual Analysis”.  The Economic and Social and Research 

Foundation (www.esrf.or.tz), which was under his leadership until April 2015, 

has been the lead institution in Tanzania in assessing the implementation of 

MDG2015 and in defining the agenda and stakeholder priorities for post 

2015 strategic development goals. 

 

http://www.esrf.or.tz
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The impact of Chinese FDI in Africa's extractive industries on political 

institutions 

In a nutshell, this presentation is designed to introduce a theoretical 

framework that can help us make sense of the likely impact of Chinese 

investment in Africa on our political institutions. Any suggestion of impact 

necessarily raises the question of what we mean, as the word itself is too 

vague. Generally, in this context, we want to know whether something bodes 

positively or negatively for development outcomes (measured by variables 

such as the HDI). Continued resource dependence is something African 

countries should avoid for a host of reasons, which raises a question around 

how current investment in resources can be harnessed for optimal 

development purposes. 
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Biographical note 

Ross graduated from the University of Cape Town (UCT) in 2005 with a 

Bachelor of Commerce in Philosophy, Politics and Economics, followed by 

an Honours and M.Phil in Public Policy. He is currently pursuing a Ph.D in 

Economics, also at UCT. From 2010-2011, he lectured in Political Economy 

at UCT. From November 2011 to January 2013, Ross worked as a 

researcher in Parliament. Since June 2013, he has been a researcher with 

the Governance of Africa’s Resources Programme (GARP) in Cape Town. 

His passion is to contribute to policy formation that will ensure that Africa’s 

mineral wealth is harnessed for optimal, inclusive development. 
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Zhang Chun  

 

Policy space changes and policy prescriptions for China-Africa co-

operation 

The policy space of China-Africa cooperation is under significant change 

entering 2010s due to increasingly valuing of international community on 

Africa and rising awareness of strategic planning at both regional and global 

levels. 

At regional level, significant overlaps between the Africa “Agenda 2063” and 

the Common African Position on the Post-2015 Agenda provide strategic 

focusing points for China-Africa cooperation. Meanwhile, at global level, the 

cost-benefit structure of China’s engaging with the implementation and 

global partnership of the post-2015 agenda has structural impacts on China’s 

foreign policy in general and China-Africa cooperation in particular. 

Such a mixed picture implies more complicated policy space of China-Africa 

cooperation, which calls for forward-looking strategic planning efforts for this 

bilateral cooperation. In the next phase, China-Africa cooperation should pay 

more attention to the changes of policy space, combine China’s national 

development strategy, China’s Africa strategy, and development strategic 

planning efforts at both regional and global levels, and facilitate the 

development of China-Africa relationship. 
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Biographical note 

Prof. Dr. ZHANG Chun is the Deputy Director of Department for West Asian 

and African Studies, and Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Global Review (Chinese) 

and CQISS (English), Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS). His 

researches focus on Chinese Africa policy, African International Relations, 

Northeast Asia studies, and international relations theory. He has gained his 

Doctor Degree in International Relations in 2006, MA in 2001, and BA in 

Vietnamese in 1995. He has published several books with American Think 

Tank’s Influences on ‘One China’ Policy (Shanghai: Shanghai People’s 

Publish House, 2007) rewarded with First Class Award (the highest level) of 

the Ninth Excellent Philosophy and Social Science Publications Award of 

Shanghai in October 2008. He has participated into 3 books’ translation 

(from English to Chinese), and published more than 40 academic papers. He 

used to be a Visiting Fellow of Chatham House based in London, UK (2009), 

South African Institute of International Affairs based in Johannesburg, South 

Africa (2011), and Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

based in Washington, D.C., USA (2011). 
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Louise Scholtz  

 

Does civil society have a role to play in influencing inward Chinese 

investment in Africa: Challenges and opportunities  

Few will dispute that Chinese infrastructure investment has delivered many 

material benefits to the continent. However, there is some contestation over 

whether the installed infrastructure serves Chinese interests versus the 

developmental needs, agendas and objectives of Africa. In this vein, some 

argue that the investment lack in localisation and skills transfer so critical to 

African industrialisation. Also flagged are social and environmental concerns 

pertaining to the long term sustainability of these investments, exacerbated 

by institutionally weak, often corrupt governments presiding over fragmented 

and fragile civil societies. Asymmetrical power relations between China and 

individual African countries, and China’s stated position of non-interference 

in local affairs exacerbate weaknesses, fragmentation and fragilities. It is not 

unsurprising then that the focus is steadily shifting to the role of civil society 

and its ability to influence the investment trajectory. Historically, Africa has 

not been kind to civil society; that is, create a vibrant civil society voice.  

Instead, the pattern is more of the demobilisation, economic 

disempowerment, political dispossession, and (violent) suppression of civil 

society in the interests of the maintenance and reproduction of elite rule and 

power not dissociated from transnational capital flows and various forms of 

imperial governance. Arguably though, FOCAC – and drawing from the 

recent Chinese experiences and experiments in local governance - offers a 

platform to facilitate civil society input.  

Investigating existing civil society power, using desktop research, outcomes 

from a civil society workshop convened by WWF in Nairobi in March 2015, 

as well as insights gathered from WWF’s  FOCAC engagement with Chinese 

and African decision makers,  this paper highlights key themes, linked to 

historical developments, but also present challenges, and concludes with a 

few suggestions on how to unlock the potential of civil society to influence 

Chinese investment that will unlock the development potential in Africa in 

sustainable ways and formats.  
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Biographical note 

Louise Scholtz is a qualified attorney with a MBA and MPhil in Sustainable 

Development and Planning. She is employed as Manager in the Living 

Planet Unit at WWF-SA. Her focus areas include research relating to energy 

policy and infrastructure, sustainable strategies and development, and the 

green economy. She is also the lead on the following WWF-SA programmes/

projects: WWF China/Africa Programme - with a particular focus on 

engagement with the Forum on China/Africa Cooperation (FOCAC); Climate 

Solver; 'Greening' of Social Housing' project - partnering with NASHO and 

Communicare; and Sustainable Public Procurement Project - partnering with 

IISD and the Government of the Western Cape. Given her prior legal 

experience and knowledge, she is also particularly interested in the pivotal 

role institutions have to play in enabling and supporting sustainable 

development. She has contributed to reports and publications on housing, 

renewable energy, general sustainability issues and governance.  
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[Abstract not available at time of print] 
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Biographical note 

Dr Sven Grimm is a Senior Researcher at the Bi- and Multilateral 

Development Cooperation Department at the Deutsches Institut für 

Entwicklungspolitik (DIE). He is also an Extraordinary Associate Professor at 

the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch University and the Editor-in-

Chief of the international journal, the African East-Asian Affairs. Dr Grimm’s 

research interests include: rising powers, emerging economies, international 

co-operation with sub-Saharan Africa, China-Africa relations and South 

Africa's international relations. 
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Shem  Simuyemba 

 

Leveraging Chinese investments to strengthen African economic 

capacities for sustainable development  

The biggest challenge to exploiting Africa’s huge but latent economic 

potential is to integrate and interconnect the Continent so that it starts to 

function as a single economic space.  In response to this, the African Union 

(AU) Heads of State and Government at their Assembly in Addis Ababa in 

January 2012, endorsed the Programme for Infrastructure Development in 

Africa (PIDA) as a global partnership to link Africa through modern 

infrastructure to as to enhance Africa’s competitiveness within itself and in 

the global economy.   

The Chinese Government, its Development Banks and institutions have over 

the past decade invested heavily in Africa’s infrastructure, providing loans 

and Grants to African Governments and agencies to undertake important 

national social and economic infrastructure projects. In 2012, out of a total 

US$ 89.6 billion in commitments to Africa’s infrastructure, China committed 

US$ 13.4 billion, the single largest bilateral partner commitment. 

China has been a partner of choice for many African countries in terms of 

infrastructure development. This in large measure because China has not 

only been responsive, but has also delivered infrastructure in record time 

owing to China’s “Turn-key Approach” whereby China not only provides the 

financing, but also the project preparation, technical and engineering 

designs, construction, technology as well as skills. 

However, this Turn-key approach inherently, limits Africa’s ability to 

development the necessary capacities for sustainable infrastructure. The 

solution lies in a new partnership between China and Africa to build the 

necessary economic capacities to ensure sustainable development. 

This entails leveraging Chinese investments to strengthen African economic 

capacities in six (6) key areas, (i) project preparation to move projects to 

bankability and therefore financing, (ii) local content development across 

infrastructure value chains (iii) technology and skills transfer to enhance 
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productivity, viability and sustainability of infrastructure assets, (iv) 

environmental sustainability, (v) strengthening public-private partnerships as 

well as private-private partnerships and (vi) innovative financing solutions 

such as establishment of an Africa Infrastructure Guarantee Fund. 

This approach will not only enhance the asset value of these infrastructure 

investments, but also ensure increased productivity and therefore higher 

returns on investment as well as long-term viability and sustainability. 

 

Biographical note 

Shem Simuyemba is Chief Infrastructure Economist with the African 

Development Bank (AfDB) dealing with infrastructure development and 

finance and regional integration issues across the African continent. AfDB is 

Africa’s premier development finance institution whose objective is to help 

reduce poverty and improve living conditions across Africa by mobilizing 

resources, both capital and human, for the continent’s economic and social 

transformation.  Mr. Simuyemba has dealt with issues facing the developing 

world and in particular, Africa, across regional integration, infrastructure, 

trade, competitiveness and economic governance working with political, 

policy, private sector and industry leaders. He has worked for the 

Government of Zambia (GoZ), the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD), USAID Global Competitiveness Hubs in Southern 

and Eastern Africa, Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and on 

multiple specialized development programmes spanning a period of over 

twenty five (25) years. He holds a B.A. (Economics) from the University of 

Zambia, and an M.A. (Transport Economics) from the University of Leeds, 

U.K. 
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Ross Anthony is the Interim Director of the Centre for Chinese Studies. 

Ross’s research focuses on Chinese politics both domestically and in its 

relationship with Africa. Within the African domain, Ross examines the 

relationship between Chinese economic investments in Africa and geo-

political security concerns. The work examines trans-national infrastructure 

and resource linkages in eastern and southern Africa and, by extension, the 

adjacent maritime territories of the Indian Ocean and Antarctic region.  

 

Saliem Fakir is the Head of the Policy & Futures Unit at the World Wide 

Fund for Nature, South Africa. The Unit’s work is focused on identifying ways 

to manage a transition to a low-carbon economy. Saliem Fakir was 

previously (2007-2008) a senior lecturer at the Department of Public 

Administration and Planning and associate Director for the Center for 

Renewable and Sustainable Energy at the University of Stellenbosch where 

he taught a course on renewable energy policy and financing of renewable 

energy projects.  

 

Yejoo Kim is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Chinese Studies. She has 

been working on Chinese-led special economic zones in Africa and Chinese 

investment in the manufacturing sector and its implications for labour 

relations.  

 

Zhou Yuyuan is a research fellow of the Center for West Asian and African 

Studies, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies. His research focuses 

on the conflict and security in Central African region and China-African 

peace and security cooperation. The research aims to find the success and 

failures of the peace-keeping operations or conflict governance in this region 

and explore how China can play a constructive and effective role in Africa’s 

peace building.  
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Airport transport 

 Please note that we do not recommend using the MyCiti bus service to 

access  the DoubleTree by Hilton. Though it is an excellent service 

there are no bus stops close to the hotel. 

 Taxis are available at the Cape Town International Airport. Please only 

make use of registered and official taxis. If you are unsure please 

consult the information desk at the airport (the information desk can be 

found in-between the two main exits). 

 It is possible to book transport before arrival through a shuttle service, 

we recommend: 

 

 

 

 

(*please book shuttle services before arrival via e-mail) 

 An airport shuttle can also be organised through the Double Tree by 

Hilton’s reception desk for guests staying at the hotel. Do note that 

charges will apply. 

 

 

 

 

Shuttle service to V&A Waterfront 

The Double Tree by Hilton offers a free shuttle service to and from the V&A 

Waterfront.  

The shuttle times are: 

Depart hotel for Waterfront: 09:00; 12:00; 15:00; 19:00. 

Depart Waterfront for hotel: 12:30; 15:30; 19:30; 22:15. 

Name E-mail Cellphone 

Calvyn Heynes from 
Calvyn’s Tours 

calvynstours@yahoo.co
m 

(+27) 84 290 0460 

Name E-mail Cellphone 

Double Tree by Hilton 
reception desk 

cptue.res@hilton.com (+27) 21 404 0570 
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General information and contact details 

We discourage the use of general public transportation such as trains and 

informal taxis. For information on safety, we recommend that you look at 

the US embassy's travel guide to South Africa: http://travel.state.gov/content/

passports/english/country/south-africa.html 

Security note 
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Things to do 

Ambulance (private) : 082911 

 

Hospital (private)  : +27 21 464 5500  

    : +27 21 464 5555 ( 24 Hour emergencies) 

 

Hospital (public)  : (+27)21 404 9111  

 

Police service  : (+27)21 467 8001 

Cape Town is the second-most populous city in South Africa, after 

Johannesburg, and the provincial capital and primate city of the Western 

Cape. As the seat of the National Parliament, it is also the legislative capital 

of the country. 

In 2014 Cape Town topped the New York Times's 52 Places to go in 2014 

List and it was designated as the World Design Capital 2014. 

For information on what to do in and around Cape Town, please visit the 

section “THINGS TO DO” on the Double Tree by Hilton website. 

Double Tree by Hilton Website : http://bit.ly/1mhmbhc 

 

  

*Note on South African medical services: South Africa’s medical services 

are divided into a private and a public sector. Access to the private sector 

requires medical insurance cover or cash payment. Access to government 

(public) medical services are free for the general public (depending on 

personal income), but will incur costs for foreign visitors.  

Emergency numbers 

 

General information and contact details Security note 
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Email: ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 
Telephone: +27 (0)21 808 2840 


