
Sudan and China to establish strategic partnership  

China and Sudan will issue a joint statement on the establishment of a strategic partnership between the two 

countries. They will deepen co-operation in areas such as petroleum, infrastructure construction, agriculture, 

renewable energy, and technology, according to CRI (China). The Sudanese head of state, Omar al-Bashir, 

who travelled to Beijing for the talks, is wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) over allegations of 

human rights violations. A warrant for his arrest was issued in 2009 and 2010. China is not a member of the 

ICC and is thus under no obligation to arrest Bashir, reports VOA News (USA).  

South African President attends China’s World War II ceremony  

President Jacob Zuma attended China's victory parade to celebrate the 70th anniversary of Japan's surrender 

at the close of World War II, on 02 September 2015, according to Rand Daily Mail (South Africa). During the 

visit, President Zuma and his delegation are also expected to assess the status of progress on the China-

South Africa Five-to-Ten Year Strategic Programme for Cooperation; discuss preparations for South Africa’s 

hosting of the Forum for China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) Summit in December 2015; and provide an 

update on developments pertaining to the African Regional Center (ARC) with regard to the BRICS New 

Development Bank, reports eNCA (South Africa). 

Russia and China continue to expand energy co-operation  

Russia's second-biggest gas producer Novatek signed a framework agreement with China's Silk Road Fund to 

obtain a 9.9 per cent stake in its Yamal liquefied natural gas project. The Yamal project is the Silk Road Fund's 

first investment in Russia. Novatek holds 60 per cent of the shares, while French company TOTAL and China 

National Petroleum Corp (CNPC) each hold 20 per cent, according to Russia Today (Russia). In addition to the 

Yamal deal, Russian oil giant Rosneft and China Petrochemical Corporation (Sinopec) signed an agreement 

on proposed co-operation for the joint development of Russkoye and Yurubcheno-Tokhomskoye oil fields in 

Russia. Under the agreement, Sinopec Group has the right to acquire a 49 per cent stake in East Siberian Oil 

and Gas Company (ESOGC) and Tyumenneftegaz, reports People’s Daily (China).  

USA to sanction Chinese firms linked to cyber theft 

The United States of America (USA) is preparing to sanction Chinese companies connected to the cyber theft 

of US intellectual property. The USA is also considering sanctions against Russian individuals and companies 

for cyber-attacks, according to Al Arabiya (United Arab Emirates). US officials have been divided over whether 

the administration should impose the sanctions before Xi Jinping’s visit to the USA later in September 2015. 

Proponents argue that the US needs to show China that it is serious about tackling cyber espionage. The state 

department has been pushing for the sanctions to come after the visit, whilst law enforcement officials argue 

against waiting due to the serious nature of the cyber attacks, reports CNBC (USA). 

Chinese navy ships spotted 12 nautical miles off US coast 

According to the Pentagon, five Chinese navy ships passed through US territorial waters as they transited the 

Aleutian Islands earlier in the week, but added that the ships had complied with international law, according to 

the Wall Street Journal (USA). The ships’ visit to the Bering Strait coincided with Obama’s tour of Alaska as 

well as a massive military parade marking the 70th V-Day anniversary in Beijing on Wednesday, 02 

September 2015, reports RT (International).  
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