
Chinese demand for lion bones and exotic African animal products continues to increase 

Traditional Chinese medicine, popular throughout Asia, has long prized the supposed medicinal value of tiger 

bones. However, the world’s dwindling wild tiger population has led to the use of lion bones as an alternative. 

Although the demand is currently being met by the legal hunting of captive lions, there is a risk that higher 

demand could lead to a spike in poaching, reports ChinaFile (International). Much of the demand of exotic  

African animal products has been from Asia. In China a growing affluent class has for example increasingly 

sought ivory as an ornamental item. Some experts have even reported that speculators in eastern Asia are 

stockpiling raw ivory, hoping that it will fetch higher prices in the future, according to EWN (South Africa).  

Sudan invited to participate on Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 

South African President Jacob Zuma says Sudan is expected to participate in the Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation being hosted in Johannesburg this December. He has however declined to indicate whether 

President Omar al-Bashir will be invited. The Sudanese leader, who was in South Africa for an African Union 

summit in June 2015, slipped out of the country in violation of International Criminal Court arrest warrants 

issued in 2009 and 2010, for crimes against humanity, reports EWN (South Africa). A prominent member of 

South Africa’s opposition Democratic Alliance said the country faces a constitutional crisis if President Jacob 

Zuma invites Sudan’s president to visit the country in December, according to the Voice of America (USA). 

China trying to compete with Germany in Egyptian submarine bid 

China is trying to sell two submarines to Egypt at a cheaper price than vessels on offer from Germany, industry 

sources told Reuters, as Beijing looks to expand weapons exports beyond its traditional customer base in 

Asia. Beijing has sought to undercut traditional submarine makers on price and by offering attractive export-

credit terms for sales in Asia, the sources said. China has won deals with Pakistan and Bangladesh so far, 

reports Reuters (Singapore/Egypt). In the last few decades, China's arms exports to African countries have 

gradually evolved from low-mid end patrol and artillery corvettes to mid-high end large training ships, multi-

function patrol ships and multi-purpose support vessels, according to Want China Times (Taiwan).  

Tension prevails as Xi Jinping’s US visit draws near 

President Barack Obama signalled on Wednesday, 16 September, a readiness to slap Beijing with sanctions 

over alleged hacking of American companies, continuing to ramp up pressure ahead of the Chinese president 

Xi Jinping’s state visit to Washington, according to CNN (USA). A further issue that could prove to complicate 

President Xi’s visit relates to China’s alleged continued land reclamation in the contested waters of the South 

China Sea, after having previously stated that it had stopped such activity. US concerns about China's 

assertive pursuit of territorial claims in Asia are expected to be high on the agenda, reports Reuters (USA).  

Validity of Chinese economic growth data questioned 

China realised economic growth of 7 per cent in the first half of 2015, and its contribution to the world 

economic growth rate is at 30 per cent. The macro-forecast from researchers of the Renmin University of 

China believes that China will continue to be one of the largest contributors to the world economy in the 

foreseeable future, reports People’s Daily (China). However, the view that China is growing far slower than 

official figures show is increasingly going mainstream, with big global investors among those now basing 

decisions on a rate of about 5 per cent, according to Financial Times (International). 
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