
China-Africa co-operation on infrastructure to continue in light of Addis Ababa Metro launch  

Recently it was reported that China will co-operate with Africa on the construction of three major infrastructure 

networks, namely high speed railway, aviation and road highways. The announcement came after the 

inauguration of the Addis Ababa Light Rail Transit (AA-LRT) project in the capital city of Ethiopia, according to 

China Daily (China). The AA-LRT was constructed by the China Railway Group Limited over the last three 

years; and will be Ethiopia’s, as well as sub-Saharan Africa’s, first light rail system. Train drivers and 

maintenance staff will also be trained by the Chinese, reports the Mail & Guardian (South Africa).  

Rand weakens further, but China’s economic slowdown not to hurt development project 

China is heading towards its slowest economic growth in 25 years; fears of the slowdown have hit currencies 

across Africa. This week the South African rand (ZAR) lost over 3 per cent in light of weak Chinese 

manufacturing data, reports Reuters Africa (South Africa). However, Chinese construction firm, Shangdai 

Zendai property said that it was confident that China’s economic slowdown would not hurt its “New York of 

Africa” project. The firm launched the first phase of the US$ 7 billion Modderfontein New City on the outskirts of 

Johannesburg recently, according to AFK Insider (USA).   

US citizen arrested for spying in China 

A United States (US) businesswoman, accused of spying has been formally arrested in China. Phan Phan-

Gillis (also known as Sandy) was secretively detained by state security officers, while accompanying a 

delegation of officials and business people from Houston in Southern China about six months ago, reports The 

New York Times (USA). Chinese authorities announced that she had been detained on suspicion of activities 

harmful to Chinese national security. Her husband has denied allegations that she is involved in espionage on 

behalf of the US and has called on the State Department to work for her release, according to The Guardian 

(UK).  

China-UK deals attract criticism on rights  

British Chancellor George Osborne has set out to make China the United Kingdom’s (UK) second largest 

trading partner by 2025. China and the UK endorsed 53 agreements recently at the 7
th
 China-UK Economic 

and Financial Dialogue, covering a range of sectors including nuclear energy, infrastructure, trade, finance and 

space programs, according to China Daily (China). This week Osborne led a large business and culture 

delegation on an extensive China trip that took him to Shanghai, Chengdu and Urumqi. Osborne’s visit to 

Urumqi in the Xinjiang province, attracted criticism from rights groups. Campaigners urged the chancellor to 

raise concerns about the treatment of Xinjiang’s Muslim Uighur minority, reports the BBC (UK).    

Apple’s eco-friendly innovation to benefit suppliers in China 

An innovative stage in the production of the latest iPhone models will assist all Apple suppliers, especially 

those in China, to cut carbon emissions and improve efficiency, according to Xinhua (China). According to 

Apple’s own measurements, which take into account the amount of CO2 emitted during production, 

distribution, consumer usage and recycling of devices, the two new models save 14 and 16 per cent 

respectively when compared to last year’s iPhones, reports Clean Technica (International). 
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