
The Republic of China (also known as Taiwan) restored diplomatic 

relations with Burkina Faso in 1994 after more than two decades of its 

recognition of Beijing as the sole representative of China. From 1961 to 

1973, Taiwan previously maintained ties with Upper Volta, as Burkina 

Faso was formerly called. President Blaise Compaore  switched the 

recognition to Taipei and had been the only leader in power until being 

ousted in 2014. In other words, Taiwan has only known Compaore  

during this new phase of relations and is obviously concerned with his 

departure, worrying whether this might lead to another diplomatic   

setback.  

Taiwan’s loss of African diplomatic allies in the last quarter of a century reveals various experiences that 

cannot be explained by a single factor. The leaders in Malawi, Chad, Senegal, South Africa and Lesotho 

established ties with China under stable political environments. In the Central African Republic and Guinea 

Bissau, incumbent presidents, instead of new leaders through coup or civil war, switched to Beijing. Yahya 

Jammeh decided to cut off relations with Taiwan in 2013 when he was firmly entrenched in power in the 

Gambia even though ties with China have yet to be established. The only two exceptions can be found in 

Liberia and Niger. The transition government in Liberia made the decision to switch diplomatic recognition 

two months after Charles Taylor was forced out of power and went into exile in Nigeria. A coup took place in 

Niger in early 1996 and Army Joint Chief of Staff, Ibrahim Bare  Maï nassara came to power and won the 

presidential election in July. Less than two months later, he recognised Beijing in place of Taipei.   

Taipei obviously does not want a repeat of the diplomatic setbacks in Liberia and Niger to take place in 

Burkina Faso. Taiwan’s diplomats at Ouagadougou have been cautiously and actively working with the 

transitional authorities, evidenced by the visit of the Speaker and Chairman of the Transitional Government, 

Cheriff Sy, and Prime Minister Zida in the summer of 2015.   

As they are not candidates for the October presidential election, Taipei realises that it is imperative to 

establish close personal ties with whoever gets elected in October to ensure smooth diplomatic relations. It 

also knows that the military remains a force to be reckoned with and Compaore ’s loyalists still lurk in the 

background and have been disgruntled with being excluded from participation in the upcoming elections for 

some time. In other words, Taiwan has to keep the channels of communication open with various segments of 

Burkina Faso, which witnessed a popular uprising a year ago, experienced a setback on its way to 

restore political normalcy when a coup led by former chief of staff and head of the elite Regiment of 

Presidential Security, General Gilbert Diendéré, took place in September and temporarily ousted the 

transitional government led by President Michel Kafando and Prime Minister Yacouba Isaac Zida. 

Under pressure from the international community, protests by the civil society, and an unwavering 

stand by the military, the putsch lasted only a week before the transitional team was reinstated. The 

turmoil caused a certain degree of uneasiness in Taipei about Ouagadougou’s change of government as 

it might also lead to a change of recognition to Beijing. Burkina Faso is one of only three diplomatic 

allies of Taiwan in Africa.  

Taiwan wary of Burkina Faso’s political turmoil 

12 October 2015 

CCS COMMENTARY: 

https://www.google.co.za/search?q=chinese+environmental+ngos&rlz=1C1CHMO_en-GBZA597ZA597&espv=2&biw=1536&bih=783&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=AbcGVabhHYi1UeSMgcAO&ved=0CAcQ_AUoAg#tbm=isch&q=environmental+world+wildlife+day&imgdii=8h4levyJSfhjFM%3A%3B2Z3Zck


“Commentaries are written by Research Analysts at the Centre and focus on current and topical discussions or media events with 

regard to China or China/Africa relations. Occasionally, the CCS accepts commentaries from non-CCS affiliated writers with exper-

tise in specific fields. Their views do not necessarily reflect those of the CCS. Commentaries can be used freely by the media or 

other members of the interested public if duly referenced to the author(s) and the CCS.” 

For more information, please check the CCS website: www.sun.ac.za/ccs or contact us under ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

the Burkina Faso political communities but stealthy enough to ensure that such communication might cause 

a diplomatic switch.   

In fact, no matter who is/are in power: the current transition government, the loyalists of Compaore , or the 

newly elected president after October’s election, the fate of diplomatic ties between Taipei and Ouagadougou 

is in the hands of Beijing. Should mainland China decide to lure Burkina Faso away from Taiwan, there is 

almost nothing the island republic can do to keep this West African ally. Since the Nationalists returned to 

power in 2008, a tacit understanding of diplomatic truce has been in place that neither Taipei nor Beijing 

would try to “steal” each other’s diplomatic allies. Thus, when the Gambia, another country in the region, 

decided to cut off ties with Taipei, Beijing has yet to extend a welcoming hand to Banjul. If the pro-

independence Democratic Progress Party came back to power in 2016, the Chinese communists have the 

option of picking up the Gambia as a hint for other allies of Taiwan to make similar moves, that is, cut 

relations with Taipei and wait for a few months for Beijing to extend recognition and thus not miss the 

foreign assistance for too long. In other words, Taiwan’s diplomats might work very hard to keep the 

relations afloat, but the ball is really in China’s court. 
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