
Series of parcel bombs rock China 

At least seven people were killed, and a further 51 injured when a series of parcel bombs exploded in Liucheng 

County, Guangxi province in Southern China on Wednesday, 30 September. According to local police the 

blasts are being treated as a “criminal case”, ruling out a “terrorist act”. Police have arrested a 33-year old 

suspect in connection with the blasts, reports People’s Daily (China). Chinese authorities are investigating 

another blast that occurred in an apartment block on Thursday morning, 1 October. It remains unclear whether 

or not the Thursday blast is connected to the series of blasts on Wednesday, according to BBC (UK).  

China-Africa Hope Project to build more New Hope schools in Africa 

China-Africa Project Hope, which plans to build 1,000 primary schools in Africa, has completed the first 23 New 

Hope schools, Lu Junqing, chairman of the project, announced at a news conference on Tuesday, 29 

September, in Nairobi, reports China Daily (China). The 23 schools that are located in Namibia, Kenya, 

Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi have helped over 10,000 African children go back to school. The news 

conference also saw 19 Chinese entrepreneurs donating funds towards the libraries of the 23 schools, 

according to, CRIENGLISH (China). 

South Africa to co-host China-Africa Health Forum  

South Africa will co-host the second Ministerial Forum for China-Africa Health Development, to be held from 4 

to 6 October in Cape Town. Following the 2014 Ebola outbreak in West Africa, co-operation between China 

and Africa has strengthened significantly. Recently, China pledged resources to help stem the spread of the 

Ebola outbreak in the region, according to All Africa (South Africa). China said that it will assist Sierra Leone, 

one of the worst Ebola hit countries, in enhancing and protecting the health of its people by supporting the 

establishment of a disease prevention and control system and research centre, reports ThisIsSierraLeone 

(Sierra Leone).  

US-China ban ivory imports amid poaching crises in Africa 

During Chinese President’s Xi Jinping’s visit to the United States (US), China and the US agreed to enact a 

nearly complete ban on the import and export of ivory. The ban covers significant and timely restrictions on the 

import of ivory as hunting trophies as well as unspecified steps to stop the domestic commercial trade of ivory. 

The announcement follows a decision by China, in May 2015, to phase out the legal, domestic manufacture 

and sale of ivory products, reports The Guardian (UK). There remain some concerns regarding the speed with 

which China is moving to save the African elephant. The combination of high black-market prices, underpaid 

regulatory officials and evolved poaching is driving elephants closer to the brink of extinction more quickly than 

measures can be taken to restrain the violence, according to The New Yorker (USA). 

China promises funding and troops to peacekeeping efforts 

During his speech to the United Nations (UN) General Assembly on Monday, 28 September, Chinese 

President Xi Jinping promised funding and troops to bolster UN peacekeeping efforts. Xi said that he planned 

to set up a permanent UN peacekeeping force of 8,000 troops and would provide US$ 100 million to the 

African Union in order to create an immediate response unit capable of responding to emergencies, according 

to The New York Times (USA). Additionally, Xi promised a further US$ 1 billion, over a 10 year period, to a 

China-UN peace and development fund, reports Xinhua (China). 
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