
Chinese government pledges to build 100 hospitals and clinics in Africa 

Health ministers from South Africa, China and other African countries adopted a declaration on Tuesday, 6 

October 2015, at the conclusion of the second Ministerial Forum of China-Africa Health Development held in 

Cape Town. The declaration aims to improve and increase access to facilities, medication, health workers and 

training in Africa, reports the Mail & Guardian (South Africa). At the forum, Chinese officials confirmed plans to 

build 100 health facilities, including hospitals and clinics in various African countries. China indicated that it will 

also continue sending medical teams to work in Africa and recruit 1,500 medical personnel over the next three 

year for this purpose, according to Xinhua (China).  

Slowing Chinese economy negatively affecting African mineral exports 

China’s slowing economy will have negative implications for commodity driven African economies. This is clear 

in the case of copper. China consumes 45 per cent of all copper output and the price of copper has already 

dropped by 18 per cent this year, reports Mineweb (South Africa). As China’s demand for resources decreases 

the economic relationship with African states is beginning to change. Ethiopia is a case in point, it is not a 

commodity exporter, rather it has built a relationship with China on trade, and investment in infrastructure and 

manufacturing. Other countries such as Rwanda and Mauritius have set off in a similar direction, according to 

the Financial Times (UK). 

China takes further steps to internationalise currency 

In recent weeks China has taken steps to allow its currency, the yuan, to flow more freely across borders, 

according to The Wall Street Journal (USA). China launched the first phase of the China International Payment 

System (CIPS) in Shanghai, a step forward in internationalising the yuan. This first phase of CIPS will provide 

capital settlement and clearing services for cross-border yuan transactions for financial institutions 

domestically and abroad. Additionally, CIPS will also enhance efficiency and increase global use of the 

currency by cutting costs and processing times, according to Channel News Asia (Singapore).  

“Hazardous” smog levels raise concerns at China Open 

The China Open tennis tournament, held in Beijing, has been hit by smog, which on Wednesday, 7 October, 

cut visibility to just over half a mile. This prompted China’s National Meteorological Centre to issue a yellow 

alert. China uses a four-tier colour-coded weather warning system, with red representing the most severe 

weather, followed by orange, yellow and blue. “Hazardous” smog levels have raised concern about the health 

threat to tennis players competing in the China Open after a competitor complained of uncontrollable coughing, 

according to the Independent (UK). Thick smog continued to cover parts of northern China on Wednesday, 

however a cold front is said to disperse the smog on Wednesday evening, reports The Standard (Hong Kong).  

Typhoon Mujigae causes large scale destruction in China 

Typhoon Mujigae made landfall in the southern Chinese province of Guangdong on Sunday, 4 October, and 

moved to neighbouring Guangxi shortly after. The storm triggered widespread blackouts and left large areas 

without electricity, water or telecommunications. The typhoon landed amid China’s week-long National Day 

holiday, reports Reuters (USA). Thus far Typhoon Mujigae has claimed the lives of 19 people, with 4 still 

missing. Reports suggest that the typhoon flattened at least 3,374 homes and destroyed 282,700 hectares of 

cropland, amounting to a direct economic loss of US$ 3.65 billion, according to Xinhua (China). 
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