
Chinese firms buy, lease far less African farmland than thought - Brautigam book 

According to a book published on Monday, 12 October, by Deborah Brautigam, director of the China Africa 

Research Initiative at Johns Hopkins University, Chinese firms have only acquired about 240,000 hectares of 

African farmland in comparison to reports alleging that Chinese firms are buying or leasing millions of hectares 

of prime African farmland. Instead of purchasing or leasing land, many Chinese investors shifted to a form of 

contract farming where companies provide small growers with seeds, training and a guaranteed market in 

exchange for their products, reports Reuters (USA). These agreements are likely to gain significant importance 

given a recent report of China’s inability to sustain industrial pig production demands through domestic maize 

production, which a poses a risk to Chinese food security, according to Feed Navigator (UK).  

“Chinese Ivory Queen” will fight smuggling charges 

Last week, Yang Feng Glan, dubbed the Chinese “Ivory Queen”, was accused of smuggling 706 elephant 

tusks worth £ 1.62 million from Tanzania to Asia. According to the Elephant Action League, a Unites States-

based campaign group, she is the most prolific ivory trafficker to be arrested in Tanzania to date, according to  

The Guardian (UK). On Monday, 12 October, a Dar es Salaam court rejected Glan’s plea for bail, citing that 

only the high court had the competence to grant it. Glan’s lawyer said that this decision meant that they could 

now proceed to file the bail application to the high court. He maintained that Glan is innocent of all charges and 

that they would fight the charges in court, reports Reuters (USA).  

Businessman at centre of China-Africa deals faces probe 

Sam Pa, frontman of a secretive Hong-Kong based business network at the centre of many China-Africa deals, 

was detained on 8 October by the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI), China’s anti-graft 

body. His detention comes a day after Chinese state media announced that Su Shulin, the governor of Fujian 

Province and a former chairman of state-run China Petroleum and Chemical Corp (Sinopec), had been placed 

under investigation by the CCDI for “suspected serious disciplinary offences”, reports Financial Times (UK). Pa 

has been involved in several deals related to Sinopec, working as a middleman in settling deals in Angola 

since 2003. An unnamed source said that Pa is linked to the investigation into Su, according to Caixin (China).  

Vietnam slams China over lighthouse construction in South China Sea 

On Wednesday, 14 October, Vietnam criticised China over its construction of two lighthouses in the disputed 

South China Sea, saying that this move violates Vietnam’s sovereignty and escalates tensions, according to 

Thanh Nien News (Vietnam). Despite criticism from Vietnam, the Philippines and the United States stating that 

it was an aggressive move poised to reinforce China’s claims in the South China Sea, China held that the 

lighthouses were simply there to “provide efficient navigational aid and route guidance services, and [to] 

significantly improve navigation safety for passing vessels”, reports Hong Kong Free Press (Hong Kong).  

Tri-lateral summit to be held by China, Japan and South Korea 

In the latest sign of improving Sino-Japanese ties, Japan and China confirmed on Wednesday, 14 October, 

that they would hold a tri-lateral summit including South Korea. The summit is expected to take place is Seoul 

later this month or early next month. The last tri-lateral summit, held in May 2012, ended early due to disputes 

between China and Japan, reports The Wall Street Journal (USA). During a meeting with a top Beijing envoy 

Japan’s premier, Shinzo Abe, said that Japan’s relationship with China must move away from an excessive 

focus on the past, according to Channel NewsAsia (Singapore).  
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