
India woos Africa amidst China slowdown 

This week India is hosting the third India-Africa Forum Summit, as Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeks 

to challenge China’s dominance on the African continent. In contrast to China’s focus on resource extraction 

and capital investment, India wants to focus more on projecting its soft power and building on its historical ties 

with Africa, reports Reuters UK (UK). India’s appeal for Africa has risen over the past year thanks to India’s 

higher economic growth trajectory and international standing earned by Modi. In addition, with the slowdown in 

mineral exports to China and increasing doubts about China’s ability to keep investing in and aiding Africa, 

India is looking more attractive to Africans, according to The Economic Times (India).  

Mugabe rejects Confucius Peace Prize 

Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe has reportedly rejected the Confucius Peace Prize, the Chinese 

equivalent of the Nobel Peace Prize, awarded to him last month for his promotion of Pan-Africanism and 

African independence, according to Shanghaiist (China). The award led to stark criticism across the globe 

given Mugabe’s controversial human rights record. According to Mugabe’s spokesperson, the president 

decided to disassociate himself with the award after the Chinese government had explained that they were not 

affiliated with the conferring organisation, reports News Day (Zimbabwe).  

African growth feels the strain from China’s slowdown 

A collapse in commodity prices, emerging market volatility and the slowdown in China mean that sub-Saharan 

Africa is set to endure its slowest pace of economic growth since the global recession in 2009, according to the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF), reports Financial Times (UK). The IMF on Tuesday called on sub-Saharan 

Africa, one of the world’s fastest growing regions in recent years, to start adjusting policies in line with new 

economic realities of slowing growth. Expansion is forecast to slow from 5 per cent in 2014 to 3.75 per cent in 

2015. Policies could include allowing currency depreciation as a shock absorber, especially in commodity 

exporting economies , according to BusinessDay (South Africa). 

USA and China navy chiefs to discuss South China Sea tension 

The Chinese and United States’ (US) navies are set to hold high-level talks over tensions in the South China 

Sea after a US warship entered waters in the Spratly archipelago without the permission of Chinese authorities 

on Tuesday, 27 October. Beijing rebuked the move, citing that Washington was challenging China’s territorial 

assertiveness, reports Reuters UK (UK). The talks are set to take place on Thursday, 29 October, by means of 

a one-hour teleconference, which will be followed by a visit to Beijing in early November by the commander of 

the US Pacific Command, according to China Daily (China). 

German Chancellor arrives in China to discuss trade and Syrian crisis 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrived in Beijing on Thursday, 29 October, for a two-day state visit 

accompanied by 20 business leaders for a trip that will focus on boosting economic ties as well as China's role 

in international crises. Although the visit is meant to focus on business ties, Merkel is expected to press the 

Chinese leadership on using its relationship with Russia to help resolve the Syrian crisis, according to 

Deutsche Welle (Germany). In a meeting on Thursday, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and Merkel agreed that 

the Syrian crisis must be solved with a political solution. China has repeatedly expressed concerns over the 

use of force to solve the Syrian crisis, reports South China Morning Post (Hong Kong). 
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