
China-Africa trade approaches US$ 300 billion for 2015 

The fourth China-Africa Industrial Forum on Monday, 9 November, said that China-Africa trade is likely to 

reach US$ 300 billion in 2015. China’s trade with Africa has grown steadily over the last two decades, 

recording growth from US$ 10 billion in 2000 to US$ 220 billion in 2014. China’s trade target for 2020 is US$ 

400 billion. The number of African businesses investing in China has also increased. Statistics indicate that 

cumulative investment totalled US$ 14.2 billion by the end of 2012, reports China Daily (China). However, 

these businesses mostly engage in exporting Chinese manufactured goods back to Africa, whilst only a few 

import African products into China, according to AllAfrica (South Africa). 

Chinese military chief visits Djibouti amid Chinese base speculation  

People’s Liberation Army Chief of Staff, General Fang Fenghui, visited Djibouti, over the weekend, in order to 

inspect a Chinese warship participating in anti-piracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden. The visit sparked renewed 

speculation about China establishing a naval base in Djibouti. In May 2015, Djibouti President Ismail Omar 

Guelleh told French media that his government was in talks with China about a naval base, according to South 

China Morning Post (Hong Kong). The Chinese government has refused to confirm or deny the reports. Beijing 

has also repeatedly said that is does not want military bases abroad, reports Reuters (USA). 

South African wines gain popularity in China 

Although China’s economy has slowed down, the Chinese people’s appetite for foreign food and beverages 

has grown. South African wines have become especially popular in China this year. According to the statistics 

from Chinese customs South Africa has doubled its market share from two to four per cent in volume terms in 

the first half of 2015, reports AFKInsider (USA). Currently, China is South Africa’s 6
th
 largest export market for 

packaged wines by volume and the largest in Asia, Independent Online (South Africa).  

Indonesia threatens to take China to international court over South China Sea dispute 

The Indonesian administration, on Wednesday, 11 November, said that Indonesia could take China to an 

international court, most likely the Permanent Court of Arbitration, if dialogue fails over the Natuna islands in 

the disputed South China Sea. Indonesia has asked China to clarify its claims over the South China Sea, but is 

yet to receive a response. China has however stated that it did not dispute Indonesia’s claim to the Natuna 

islands, but that there were “some maritime disputes”, reports UK Reuters (UK). This could potentially 

complicate matters ahead of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit. The Chinese government 

has said that it does not see the APEC summit as an appropriate venue to discuss the South China Sea issue, 

according to People’s Daily (China).  

Singles Day record sales provides hope to Chinese economy 

Chinese online retailers logged record sales on this year’s Singles Day, on Wednesday, 11 November, 

considered as being the world’s biggest online shopping event. Alibaba’s Tmall marketplace reported sales of 

US$ 14.3 billion, a 60 per cent rise from last year’s US$ 9.3 billion. The spending power of China’s billion-plus 

population has been proven by the nationwide spree, providing the Chinese government with the hope that the 

increase in consumer spending can give the economy a necessary boost, reports Xinhua (China). China’s 

online retail sales is likely to emerge as one of the main growth engines for the Chinese economy, with sales 

expected to reach US$ 1.6 trillion by 2020, according to The Economic Times (India). 
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