
Omar Al-Bashir to skip FOCAC summit 

Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir will not be attending the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, in South 

Africa next month, as expected. The Sudanese embassy on Wednesday, 25 November, said that Al-Bashir 

had other commitments and that Vice-President Bakri Hasan Saleh would represent Sudan, according to 

eNCA (South Africa). However, according to reports both the South African and Chinese governments had 

asked him not to attend, as they do not want his presence to detract from the summit. Al-Bashir, who was in 

the country for an African Union summit in June 2015, slipped out of the country in defiance of International 

Criminal Court arrest warrants for crimes against humanity, reports the Independent Online (South Africa).  

“Logistics facilities” to be built in Djibouti by China  

Chinese foreign and defence ministries announced on Thursday, 26 November, that China’s military was in 

talks with Djibouti to build “logistics facilities” to support Chinese peacekeeping and anti-piracy missions. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said that the facilities would mainly provide logistics services to 

resolve issues related to fuelling, rest and reorganisation of troops and food supplies, according to South 

China Morning Post (Hong Kong). The announcement comes after a visit to Djibouti earlier this month by 

General Fang Fenghui, People’s Liberation Army Chief of Staff, which appears to have brought the 

discussions about the facility to fruition, reports The New York Times (USA).  

Mali attack prompts boost in China-Africa anti-terror co-operation  

Chinese President Xi Jinping called for strengthened co-operation with the international community to crack 

down on terrorist activities following the Bamako hotel attack by Islamist militants in Mali on Friday, 20 

November, reports Xinhua (China). The attack killed 19 people, including three Chinese citizens. The three 

Chinese citizens killed in the attack were executives from the state-owned China Railway Construction Corp. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi also said that China “will strengthen bi-lateral co-operation [with Africa] in 

counter-terrorism and the fight against extremism”, according to UK Reuters (UK). 

China’s coal use comes under scrutiny ahead of Paris Climate Conference  

China has come under scrutiny for the decision to build more coal-powered plants, which comes ahead of the 

Paris Climate Conference next week. China's special envoy on climate change, Xie Zhenhua, has defended 

the decision, saying that the new more efficient and cleaner power plants, that are replacing older plants, will 

not make total carbon emissions go up by much. Xie is confident that China will meet its target for emissions to 

peak by 2030, reports CNN (USA). China has invested US$ 89 billion in clean energy in 2014, the largest 

among 55 nations surveyed by Climatescope, representing the country's commitment to expanding its 

renewable energy capacity, according to China Daily (China).                                                                                                                     

Two Brazilian hydro-power plants to be operated by China Three Gorges 

China Three Gorges Corporation (CTG) won the rights to operate two major hydro-electric power plants in a 

Brazilian government auction on Wednesday, 25 November, after agreeing to pay US$ 3.7 billion, according to 

People’s Daily (China). The CTG will take over the operation of the Ilha Solteira and Jupia dams, the two 

largest of the 29 plants that were on offer, currently being operated by Brazil's Cesp, which was willing to keep 

the installations but acknowledged before the auction it lacked financing for it, reflecting the tight credit 

conditions in the country, reports Reuters (USA).  
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