
Air China and SAA resume direct Beijing-Johannesburg flights 

The South African tourism industry has welcomed the Air China and South African Airways (SAA) 

announcement of a direct flight from Johannesburg to Beijing. The launch follows days after a South African 

visa immigration regulation review, which now means that Chinese travellers will no longer be expected to 

provide their biometric data in person when applying for a South African visa in China, reports Independent 

Online (South Africa). Air China and SAA will jointly market the Beijing-Johannesburg route, and beyond 

Beijing to Shanghai, Chongqing, Chengdu and Hangzhou, according to News24 (South Africa).  

Xiaomi to expand smartphone sales to African market 

Xiaomi, Chinese smartphone producer, and Mobile in Africa (MIA) Group announced the launch of Xiaomi 

smartphones in South Africa, Nigeria and Kenya this month, on Monday, 2 November, according to iafrica.com 

(South Africa). Sales are expected to begin mid-November, as Xiaomi continues its expansion overseas in a 

bid to offset a slowing domestic market, as Huawei has severely undercut Xiaomi’s market share in China. The 

company will distribute its Redmi2 and Mi 4 through a distribution partnership with MIA Group, reports The 

Wall Street Journal (USA). 

Liberia and China agree on an all-round co-operative partnership 

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf held bi-lateral talks on Tuesday, 3 

November, agreeing to establish an all-round co-operative partnership between the two countries. Xi proposed 

that the two sides increase exchanges on medical care, education, culture and mass media in order to lay a 

social foundation for bi-lateral relations, reports Xinhua (China). At the close of discussions, Xi and Johnson-

Sirleaf signed three major agreements, which included amongst others an Economic and Technical 

Cooperation Agreement between Liberia and China for Bi-lateral Aid worth approximately US$ 47.35 million, 

according to the Executive Mansion (Liberia).  

Presidents of China and Taiwan to meet for first time in 66 years 

Chinese President, Xi Jinping, and Taiwanese President Ma Ying-Jeou are set to hold the first cross-Strait 

meeting since Taiwan broke away from mainland China in 1949 following the victory of the Communist party 

over the Kuomintang. Beijing still views Taiwan as a renegade province, thus the ensuing dispute over the 

independent status of Taiwan has led to a military build-up in the region and has continually raised fears of 

conflict, reports the Financial Times (UK). The meeting between Xi and Ma is scheduled for Saturday, 7 

November, in Singapore whereupon the discussion will focus on promoting peaceful development of cross-

Strait relations, and deepening cross-Strait co-operation, according to Xinhua (China).                                    

China unveils first domestically produced passenger aircraft 

Commercial Aircraft Corp of China (COMAC), unveiled the C919, China’s first domestically developed large 

passenger aircraft in Shanghai on Monday, 2 November. The C919 is ready for ground tests and is expected 

to make its maiden flight next year. COMAC will also launch extended, shortened and cargo versions of the 

C919 as well as a business jet in the future, according to China Daily (China). The news is concerning to 

Boeing Co and Airbus Group producers, who were in the process of establishing plants in China to cover and 

facilitate the increasing demand in future. Once the C919 starts operating the Boeing 373 and Airbus A320 will 

face severe rivalry. Currently, market shares are divided 50-50 between Boeing and Airbus reports BFN (USA).  
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