
US$ 60 billion support package for Africa announced during FOCAC 

Chinese President Xi Jinping announced US$ 60 billion in “funding support” for development on the African 

continent, during the opening address of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), on Friday, 4 

December. The support package includes US$ 5 billion in grants and zero-interest loans and US$ 35 billion in 

loans of a concessional nature with more favourable terms and an export credit line, according to Xinhua 

(China). The pledge confirmed that despite a decline in Chinese investment in Africa in 2015, Africa remains a 

key priority in China’s foreign trade and investment policy. The pledge is three times more than that pledged at 

the previous FOCAC Summit in 2012, reports GTR (UK).  

Cross-Kenya railway to be completed by Chinese company  

China Communications Construction Co has won contracts to build two more sections of the Mombasa-Malaba 

Standard Guage Railway, a rail link extending across Kenya. The 960 km Mombasa-Malaba railway is 

expected to significantly boost economic growth, regional integration and industrialisation. When the railway is 

completed it will form part of an East African network, linking to other railways in Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, 

Burundi and South Sudan, according to China Daily (China). The railway is expected to reach Nairobi next 

year and open up to commercial services in mid-2017, reports The Africa Report (France).  

King Goodwill Zwelithini asks China for medical equipment 

King Goodwill Zwelithini, the reigning King of the Zulu nation in South Africa, has appealed to the Chinese 

government and businesses to extend their support as Africa is in desperate need of healthcare facilities. 

Zwelithini made the call when he accepted four mobile clinics that were donated by Chinese business for use 

in rural parts of the KwaZulu-Natal province, according to Independent Online (South Africa). Four areas in the 

province, namely KwaNongoma, Hlabisa, Ulundi and Port Shepstone will receive the mobile clinics. The 

mobile clinics were converted from containers at a cost of ZAR 1 million, reports Daily News (South Africa).  

ADB approves China’s anti-pollution loan 

The Asian Development Bank approved a US$ 300 million loan on Thursday, 10 December, to help clean 

Beijing’s polluted air, as it pledged to support Chinese government efforts to reduce coal use in and around the 

capital. The loan aims to reduce coal use in the Hebei province, which is home to seven of China’s ten most 

polluted cities. Coal use in Hebei contributes much of the pollution that routinely affects both Beijing and the 

nearby port city of Tianjin, according to the Financial Times (UK). On Monday, 7 December, Beijing issued its 

first ever red alert, banning outdoor operation on construction sites and suspending classes, reports China 

Daily (China).  

13 million unregistered Chinese citizens to be granted residence 

An estimated 13 million Chinese do not have household registration permits or “hukou”. Some are orphans, but 

many of these individuals are “black children”, those who were born in violation to the one-child policy. These 

individuals are unable to go to school or obtain formal employment, reports The Guardian (UK). A high-level 

reform meeting on Wednesday, 9 December, announced that China will provide unregistered citizens with 

“hukou”, a document that is crucial to obtaining social welfare. In China, various social benefits such as 

medical insurance and access to basic education are based on “hukou”, according to Xinhua (China).  
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