
Slowest growth for China in 25 years 

China has reported an economic growth rate of 6.9 per cent in 2015, its slowest rate in the last 25 years. The 

news led the International Monetary Fund to cut its global growth forecasts for the third time in less than a year 

on Tuesday, 19 January. Global investors have become increasingly concerned about China’s grip on 

economic policy, citing falls in the stock market and the yuan, reports, Reuters (USA). However according to 

economic expert, Razia Khan, China’s economic slowdown will not affect Africa’s overall economic expansion 

in 2016, as international trade has not traditionally been a determinant of economic growth in Africa, according 

to Xinhua (China).  

Gulf nations and China Resume free trade talks 

China and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) have resumed frozen free trade agreements talks and will 

conclude the pact later this year, both sides announced on Wednesday, 20 January. The announcement came 

after Chinese President Xi Jinping met with GCC Secretary-General Abdul Latif bin Rashid Al Zayani, whilst on 

a historic state visit to Saudi Arabia, according to the China Daily (China). China and Saudi Arabia have vowed 

to elevate diplomatic ties to that of a “comprehensive strategic partnership”. This is China’s first time 

establishing such a relationship with a western Asian nation,  reports the South China Morning Post 

(Singapore).  

Vietnam accuses China of towing oil rig into disputed South China Sea 

Vietnam has accused China of towing a US$ 1 billion oil rig into the disputed waters of the South China Sea, 

which can potentially lead to a re-run of a stand-off that sparked violent anti-Chinese riots in Vietnam in 2014. 

During the 2014 riots five people were killed and hundreds of Chinese-owned Vietnamese factories were 

looted and burned, reports the Sydney Morning Herald (Australia). However, China’s Foreign Ministry on 

Wednesday, 20 January, insisted that the state-owned rig was not drilling in the disputed South China Sea and 

was still in its own territorial waters, according to The Straits Times (Singapore).  

Djibouti signs trade deals with China 

Djibouti’s President Ismail Omar Guelleh has signed agreements with China to set up a trade zone and 

establish a legal framework that will enable Chinese banks to operate in Djibouti, in the latest move to deepen 

ties with Beijing. The trade zone will cover an area of 48 km
2
, with the first section to be operational before the 

end of 2016, according to Reuters (USA). Djibouti, which lies at the entrance to the Red Sea and Suez Canal, 

will also operate as a “trans-shipment and redistribution” hub for China’s trade, reports The Guardian (Nigeria).   

Taiwan warned against independence move after opposition victory  

Taiwan’s independence-leaning opposition leader, Tsai Ing-wen and her Democratic Progressive Party won a 

landslide victory in presidential and parliamentary elections on Saturday, 16 January. Tsai has pledged to 

maintain peace with neighbouring China, which warned that it would oppose any move towards independence 

as it regards Taiwan as a renegade province, reports Reuters UK (UK). Experts on Taiwan have suggested 

that Tsai should not avoid the 1992 Consensus to maintain cross-Strait relations. Yang Kai-huang, director of 

the Cross-Strait Research Centre at Ming Chuan University, said that without the 1992 Consensus, the 

constructive development of ties that have been achieved since 2008 will stall, according to Xinhua (China).  

Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell 

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                              22 January 2016 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-imf-growth-idUSKCN0UX11Y
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-01/20/c_135029063.htm
http://africa.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2016-01/21/content_23185177.htm
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/1903516/china-saudi-arabia-upgrade-diplomatic-ties-riyadh-seeks
http://www.smh.com.au/world/south-china-sea-vietnam-accuses-china-of-dragging-oil-rig-into-its-waters-20160120-gmafr1.html
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-says-oil-rig-not-drilling-in-disputed-waters-after-vietnam-complaints
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKCN0UZ0DH
http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/2016/01/horn-of-africa-port-djibouti-signs-china-trade-deals/
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-taiwan-election-idUKKCN0UT2HG
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-01/18/c_135021135.htm
http://www.sun.ac.za/ccs

