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About the conference 

T he conference “Re-Thinking African-Asian Relationships: Changing Realities – 
New Concepts” is presented jointly by the Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at 

Stellenbosch University, South Africa, and the collaborative research program 
Africa’s Asian Options (AFRASO) based at Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany. It is 
part of a series of international conferences on African-Asian Encounters that 
started with the conference “New Cooperations – New Dependencies?”, which took 
place in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in March 2014. 

The conference themes for this year’s program are listed below. 

Conference themes 

1. Localized African-Asian Communities 

 Small business, petty traders, migrant communities, long-term migrant 
 communities; the role of cyberspace in the production of community; 
 tensions with alternative discourses of community; ethnographic accounts of 
 localized interactions. 

2.  Conceptions of the Other 

 Traditional and contemporary concepts of Africans and Asians towards each 
 other; attitudes towards philanthropy and giving; intersections of race and 
 gender; perceptions of the African/Asian “other” in the context of global 
 mediascapes. 

3.  Re-Thinking Development 

 Changing concepts and norms: theoretical and methodological approaches, 
 governance and diplomacy, sustainability. The role of actors and institutions: 
 nation-states, multi-national companies, state-owned enterprises and civil 
 society networks. 

4. Trans-Regional Imaginaries 

 Intersections between historical and contemporary concepts as well as 
 cultural and political imaginaries of “Afrasia” as a transregional space; the role 
 of literature, film, and other (electronic) media in the (re)shaping of Indian 
 Ocean and/or “Afrasian” imaginaries. 
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W hile African-Asian cross-currents have existed for millennia, the 21st century 
has given rise to a variety of new trans-continental flows. As in the past, 

commerce has been a key driver of this momentum. Since the end of the Cold War, 
an increasing embrace of market ideologies has spread across Asia, influencing the 
most populous nations of the world, India and China, and a number of other 
countries including South Korea, Indonesia and Malaysia. A parallel, albeit less 
intense, shift has been evident in numerous African countries which increasingly 
embrace a variety of capitalisms, attracting investment from abroad and investing 
abroad. Both regions, subject to colonial and post-colonial influence, have found a 
certain respite in short-circuiting traditional trade, aid and cultural flows from 
western centres to the global periphery and certainly, these new currents serve as an 
ideological impetus to new large-scale imaginaries such as ‘’the global south’ and 
more formal arrangements such as the BRCIS grouping.    

This being said, one limitation in terms of scholarly analysis of the Africa-Asia 
relationship has been a lob-sidedness toward economic and attendant political 
perspectives. While it is true that trade is a key driver of the interaction, and that 
political relations follow on its coat tails, such truths can be easily abstracted from 
the fact that these processes entail real people, immersed in real social contexts, 
often mobilising new social contexts in a plethora of ways. For instance, ‘’The 
Chinese’’ in Africa are often portrayed as if they are a single homogenous entity, co-
ordinated by a central nerve centre in Beijing. The comprehensive, inter-disciplinary 
approach of AFRASO serves as an important way of diversifying debates on Africa-
Asian relations, taking into account anthropological, geographical, historical and 
psychological aspects, as well as the more familiar “hard” social sciences of politics 
and economics.  This year’s conference applies these multiple approaches in an 
attempt to map the dynamic terrain of the relationship, examining shifting local and 
historical contexts while also keeping in mind how such processes feed into broader 
political and economic discourses which exert asymmetrical influence in the 
articulation of the relationship.   

That the AFRASO conference covers such an extensive depth and breadth of the 
African Asian relationship, it is fitting that it is held in Cape Town, an historical nodal 
point of trans-continental trade which gave rise to one of most significant early Afro
-Asian communities. The fact that South Africa is home to Africa’s largest Asian 
population today and has extensive trade relations with Asian countries, highlights 
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Words of welcome - CCS 

the continued relevance and growth of the relationship. The Centre for Chinese 
Studies (CCS), based at Stellenbosch University in the Western Cape, are delighted 
to be co-hosting this international event. While, as our name suggests, China is the 
central focus of our research, we increasingly cover neighbouring regions in Asia 
(reflected in our in-house journal ‘African East Asia Affairs’); we look forward to 
learning from the broader Asian exposure which the conference will offer. 

Additionally, as the centre increasingly moves into teaching and we expand our 
expertise from the policy relevant into fields such as culture and history, the critical 
and theoretical aspects of the conference will benefit us. In an age of new global 
anxieties - alternative geo-political formations, climate change, stubborn inequality 
– the relationship between Africa and Asia is of growing importance. The 
presentations and discussions which will take place during this conference feed into 
these larger debates, and do so, at least by traditional standards, from a relatively 
unfamiliar and refreshing perspective. From the CCS, we wish all participants a 
stimulating conference and hope that the debates will continue long into the future. 

Kind regards 

Dr Ross Anthony 
Interim Director of the Centre for Chinese Studies 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa 
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A frican-Asian interactions whether more recent or in their historic 
manifestations are so diverse – in their structural and non-material traits as 

well as in their individual and social contexts – that it is hardly possible to 
sufficiently systematize or describe them in terms of patterns. Nonetheless, in as 
much as African-Asian realities are evolving, the debates and discourses about them 
are simultaneously becoming more vibrant and differentiated. Whilst I am writing 
these words of welcome, members of the international Chinese in Africa/Africans in 
China platform are in the midst of a debate about an arts project that displays 
private souvenir photos of Africans taken in a popular meeting area of Guangzhou. 
As one of China’s most pulsating immigrant cities, Guangzhou has attracted a lot of 
scholarly and journalistic interest. Among other things, the controversy itself arose 
around the representation of groups and individuals, the political dimensions of 
exhibiting personal experiences as well as around information and knowledge 
production. Whereas these issues may not be “new” or limited to Chinese-African 
relations, the cited controversy certainly shows that our conference’s guiding 
questions are extremely topical. African-Asian encounters are indeed giving rise to 
changing realities; concurrently the concepts and ways of thinking about these 
realities are now in a state of flux across the globe.  

At Frankfurt University the objective of contributing to a better understanding of 
how such interactions between the whole variety of Asian and African actors, inform 
processes of transregionalization guide our interdisciplinary research program on 
Africa’s Asian Options (AFRASO). As of 2013, AFRASO has provided a new roof for 
developing innovative perspectives on Area Studies. To support this ambitious task 
we have established the African Asian Encounters conference series to accompany 
AFRASO. The latter grew out of a collaboration between our university’s Centre for 
Interdisciplinary African Studies (ZIAF) and the Interdisciplinary Centre for East Asian 
Studies (IZO). This cooperation has grown beyond the borders of our own 
institution, which is why it is an express honour that with the Centre for Chinese 
Studies (CCS) one of Africa’s most renowned research hubs has joined us to do so. 
Following our first conference that was hosted together with the Africa-Asia 
Development University Network at the University of Malaya, Malaysia and focussed 
on the empirical diversity of African-Asian encounters, we are now privileged to 
meet here, in South Africa, to extend the rigorous discussions to the dimensions of 
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Words of welcome - AFRASO 

change therein. 

The avid interest in our common research interest has brought together a 
remarkable collection of scholars whose contributions span a wide range of 
disciplinary perspectives. With our partners at the CCS we were afforded the 
opportunity to prepare a promising program for intense interdisciplinary 
discussions. I very much look forward to our discussions of the ongoing changes in 
African-Asian empirical realities, their public perception and their ensuing analytical 
conceptualizations. Together with my colleagues from AFRASO, I am confident that 
such kinds of discussions are particularly relevant to not only advancing studies 
around the theme of African Asian Encounters or the scholarship of Area Studies 
itself, but rather that it speaks to how we approach our own individual fields and 
disciplinary approaches too.  

In this spirit, I wish us all a delightful conference and anticipate seeing you at African
-Asian Encounters III in Frankfurt next year.  

Sincerely,  

Prof. Uta Ruppert 

Professor of Political Science and Sociology / AFRASO Steering Committee 

University of Frankfurt, Germany 
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AAE (II) Program - Day 1 (24 March 2015) 
Time   

08:00 – 09:00 Registration 

09:00 – 09:45 Conference Opening and Official Welcome: 

Stellenbosch University Representative  

Ross Anthony, CCS 

Uta Ruppert, AFRASO 

09:45 – 10:45 Keynote Seifudein Adem - African Reflections on Japan 

Chair: Ross Anthony 

10:45 – 11: 15 Coffee Break 

  Central 2 Central 3 

11:15 – 12:45 Local Communities – Translocal 
Connections 1: 

Chair: Mamadou Diawara 

Karsten Giese: Impacts on the 
local other – China-Africa 
traders and their contribution to 
local development(s) in host 
societies 

Romain Dittgen: The power of 
the group? Assessing the role of 
Chinese associations in 
Johannesburg 

Ute Röschenthaler: Networks 
and Activities of Africans in 
Malaysia 

Rethinking Development 1: 

Chair: Sanusha Naidu 

Elsje Fourie: The Intersection of 
East Asian and African Political 
Modernities: Towards a New 
Research Agenda 

Sakah Mahmud: East Asian and 
African Development in 
Comparative and International 
Perspectives 

Frauke Eckl/Diana Kraemer: 
From “Asian Values“ to “Asian 
Experiences“? What is special 
about South Korean 
Development Cooperation in 
Africa? 

12:45 – 14:00 Lunch Break 

  Central 2 Central 3 

14:00 – 15:30 Local Communities – Translocal 
Connections 2: 
(Continue page 9) 

Rethinking development 2: 
(Continue page 9) 
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AAE (II) Program - Day 1 (24 March 2015) AAE (II) Program - Day 1 (24 March 2015) 
  Central 2 Central 3 

14:00 – 15:30 Chair: Ute Röschenthaler 

Matthias Gruber: Being a “New 
Chinese” in Johannesburg 

Christian Straube: Mining with 
Chinese Characteristics? Sino-
Zambian Encounters on the 
African Copperbelt 

Adaora Osondu-Otti:  Socio-
cultural implications of the 
growing Indian community for 
Nigeria 

Chair: Joseph Agbakoba 

Anna Maria Duarte: The Wake 
up of Lobito Development 
Corridor in the context of 
Chinese aid to Angola 

André Gröger: Explorations on 
Vietnamese-Chinese Business 
Networks in Angola 

Dany Jaimovich: Life after the 
“Chinese”: The short-term 
effects of the sudden stop of 
Taiwanese agricultural 
development cooperation in 
The Gambia 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break 

  Central 2 Central 3 

16:00 – 18:00 Transregional Imaginaries 1: 

Chair: Hermann Wittenberg 

Tina Steiner: Cosmopolitan 
pasts, fractured presents: 
Literary representations of 
connections across the Indian 
Ocean and the Arabian Sea 

Ivo Ritzer: Imagining 
Transregional Media Culture: 
African-Asian Relations, Martial 
Arts Films and the Global 
Circulation of Images 
(Continue page 10) 

Rethinking Development 3: 

Chair: Paul Tembe 

Wiebe Werner Nauta: Re-
thinking and Reshaping Korean 
ODA in Light of the ‘African 
Other’ 

Narnia Bohler-Muller: Are we 
really doing things differently? 
The “soft" power of China and 
SA within the context of BRICS 

Anita Kiamba: Peace, Security 
and Development in Africa: 
Contextualizing Africa-China 
relations?  
(Continue page 10) 
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AAE (II) Program - Day 1 (24 March 2015) 
  Central 2 Central 3 

16:00 – 18:00 Jan Beek: African-Asian 
scamming: the use of social 
imaginaries in transregional 
interactions 

Sissy Helff: ‘Deep Memory’ in 
Indian Ocean Photography 

Jana Mudronova: Where is 
“Africa” in China-Africa debate? 

19:00 Transfer to Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden 

19:30 – Open End Conference Dinner at Moyo Restaurant 
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AAE (II) Program - Day 1 (24 March 2015) AAE (II) Program - Day 2 (25 March 2015) 
Time Central 2 Central 3 

09:00 – 10:30 Rethinking Development 4: 

Chair:  Wiebe Nauta 

Derica Lambrechts: Decrease in 
demand and in supply?  The 
relationship between changes in 
Chinese corporate and social 
regulations and wildlife crime in 
South Africa 

Tom de Bruyn: Easier friends or 
unknown strangers? Explaining 
diverging perceptions of 
traditional donors and the 
Malawian government on China 
and other rising powers’ 
presence in agriculture assistance 

Min Joung Park:  Development 
Cooperation and the Legacy of 
the Developmental State : The 
Cases of Korean ODA in Rwanda 
and Mozambique 

Local Communities – 
Translocal Connections 3: 

Chair: Romain Dittgen 

Sarah Hanisch: “If the 
environment was better…” – 
Ethnographic accounts of 
selected Chinese communities 
in Lesotho 

Karen Harris: Chinese Hawking 
relations in South Africa: An 
unchanging reality? 

Jessica Achberger: Everyday 
Encounters Across the Chinese 
Agricultural Value Networks in 
Zambia 

10:30 – 11:00  Coffee Break 

11:00 – 12:00  Keynote Ian Taylor - Afro-Asian Trade And The “Africa Rising” Story 

Chair: Uta Ruppert 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch Break 

  Central 2 Central 3 

13:00 – 15:00 Conceptions of the Other 1: 

Chair: Joanna Elfving-Hwang 
(Continue page 12) 

Transregional Imaginaries 2: 

Chair: Ivo Ritzer 
(Continue page 12) 



               12 

 
 

AAE (II) Program - Day 2 (25 March 2015) 

  Central 2 Central 3 

13:00 – 15:00 Gheeta Ganga: India-Africa 
connections in the 21st Century 

Kate Highman  / Hermann 
Wittenberg: From Robben Island 
to Lop-nur: Setting and History in 
J.M. Coetzee’s Waiting for the 
Barbarians 

Xiujie Ma: A Cross-cultural Study 
on Politeness: How to make a 
request in Chinese and isiXhosa 

Alena Thiel: Travelling models of 
citizenship: Ghanaian trade 
agents in China as “agents of 
translation 

Julia Verne: Imagining an 
Afrasian Island: The Indian 
Ocean as an anchor to unite La 
Reunion? 

Yue Ma: Rhinos vs Pandas - 
Images of a Nation Impacted 
by the Media 

Charne Lavery: ‘The darker side 
of Durban’: South African crime 
fiction and Indian Ocean 
underworlds 

John Karugia: Connective Indian 
Ocean Memories 

  

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30 – 17:45 Reflecting AFRASO – Afrasian reflections 

Chair: Arndt Graf 

Mamadou Diawara: Seeing like scholars. Whose exile? Making a life 
in being at home and abroad 

Rirhandu Mageza-Barthel: From Sisterhood to Friendship: African 
Women’s Movements in Chinese-African Relations 

Johannes Lejeune: That’s what friends are for: Identity in the making 
of China-South Africa relations 

Frank Schulze-Engler: "Spectres of Solidarity: Transregional 
Interactions in East African Literature 

Joseph Agbakoba: Discussant 

18:00 – 19.00 Keynote Meg Samuelson - Reflections on Indian Ocean Africa: 
cultural archives, the emerging present and the view from the Cape 
Chair: Frank Schulze-Engler 
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AAE (II) Program - Day 2 (25 March 2015) AAE (II) Program - Day 3 (26 March 2015) 

Time Plenary 

09:00 – 11:00 New soft powers? 

Chair:  Heike Holbig 

Cobus van Staden: Hostile 
Imaginaries: Internet Activism, the 
Poaching Controversy and Chinese 
Soft Power in South Africa 

Falk Hartig: Confucius Institutes in 
Africa – a new Soft Power 
Instrument in the Making? 

Herman Wassermann: China-Africa 
media: contestations and 
collaborations 

Adams Bodomo: Discussant 

  

Transregionalization of higher 
education 

Chair: Frank Youngman 

Sophia Thubauville:Migration 
of Indian academics – Chance 
or risk for Ethiopia’s university 
sector? 

Azirah Hashim /Richard 
Powell / Seyed Yasin Yazdi / 
Mohammed Nuruddeen 
Suleiman: Internationalisation 
of Higher Education: African 
Students in Malaysia and 
Comparison with Japan 

Peter Schumacher: Zambian 
Scholarship Recipients in 
China: Perception changes 
and their developmental 
impacts 

Tesfaye Tafesse: Discussant 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break 

11:30 – 13:00 Plenary  Round-Table Discussion and Conference Closing 

Chair: Uta Ruppert 

Panelists: Yoon Jung Park (Georgetown University, USA/Rhodes 
University, South Africa), Ian Taylor (St Andrews, UK/Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa), Adams Bodomo (University of Vienna, 
Austria), Ross Anthony (Centre for Chinese Studies, South Africa)  

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 
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Keynote - Seifudein Adem  

Seifudein Adem (Binghamton University, New York, United States of 
America) 

実学 [JITSUGAKU]:  African Reflections on Japan 

Colonial and post-colonial Africa underwent a process of soft -
Westernization.  Meiji and Post-Meiji Japan underwent a process of hard-
modernization.  On the one hand, Africans were rapidly converted to 
Western religions, acquiring Western tastes in music, cuisine, dance and the 
dress code.  In missionary and colonial schools, Africans learned much more 
about history, philosophy, literature and even classical Greek and Latin than 
they learned about technology and applied sciences.  All these were areas of 
soft-Westernization.  On the other hand, Japan after the Meiji Restoration 
operated on a different principle: hard modernization.  The goal was first 

clearly set: “Rich Country, Strong Army” 富国強兵 [fukoku kyohei].  And the 

means for achieving this goal was quickly identified: “Reason and Number” 実

学 [jitsugaku].  Japan’s leaders then pursued the skills of production and 

strategies of military defense under the guidance of “Western Technique, 

Japanese Spirit” 和魂洋才 [wakon yōsai].  While Nigeria and the Congo have 

produced cardinals who were considered as candidates for the papacy in the 
Vatican, the Japanese continued to produce bullet-trains, whaling ships and 
more refined computers.  Africa has produced more Nobel laureates in 
literature and peace than Japan, but Japan has produced many more Nobel 
laureates in physics and chemistry than the whole of Africa.  Japan is an 
embodiment of hard-modernization which is skill-intensive, and Africa has 
been stagnant with soft-Westernization which is value-intensive.  Why the 
difference? 

Biographical Note  

Seifudein Adem is Associate Director of the Institute of Global Cultural Studies at 
Binghamton University, USA; and the co-author of AFRASIA: A Tale of Two 
Continents (2013). 
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Keynote - Seifudein Adem  Keynote - Ian Taylor  

Ian Taylor (University of St Andrews, St. Andrews, United Kingdom) 

Afro-Asian Trade and The “Africa Rising” Story 

Whilst numerous accounts claim that the continent is on the rise, driven by high 
growth rates (much of which stems from Afro-Asian trade) and supposed better 
governance and economic policies, Africa’s dependent position in the global 
economy is being reified. This lecture seeks to analyse the dynamics which are 
accompanying a notional “rise” of Africa. It calls into question the superficial 
accounts of a continent on the move or that declares that the continent has 
somehow turned a definitive page in its history. The claim that Afro-Asian ties are 
somehow qualitatively better than traditional North-South relations is also 
interrogated. A “rise” based on an intensification of resource extraction whilst 
dependency deepens, inequality increases and de-industrialisation continues apace, 
is problematic. It is suggested that a model based on growth-for-growth’s sake has 
replaced development and the agenda of industrialisation. Moving Africa up the 
global production chain has been seemingly discarded. Instead, Africa’s current 
“comparative advantage” as a primary commodity exporter—more and more to 
Asia—is celebrated and reinforced. History repeats itself. 

Biographical Note 

Ian Taylor is Professor in International Relations and African Politics at the University 
of St Andrews and is also Chair Professor in the School of International Studies, 
Renmin University of China. He is also Professor Extraordinary in Political Science at 
the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa and an Honorary Professor at the 
Institute of African Studies, China. 
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Keynote - Meg Samuelson  

Meg Samuelson (University of Cape Town, Cape Town, South Africa) 
Reflections on Indian Ocean Africa: cultural archives, the emerging present and the 
view from the Cape 

My presentation will engage the conference themes through the prism of 
cultural and literary studies and from the particular vantage point of the 
Cape, in which this meeting to re-think African-Asian relationships is being 
convened. It will speak to the ways in which an “Indian Ocean Africa” comes 
into view from this vantage point and reflect on the contributions that the 
cultural archives it has elicited — particularly literary and photographic — 
may bring to our deliberations. Tracing the ebb and flow of African -Asian 
relations as constituted in these archives, the paper will seek to offer also 
some speculations on the implications for cultural and literary studies of an 
emerging present marked by the intensification of trade-and-aid relations 
between Africa and Asia and vice versa.  

Biographical Note  

Meg Samuelson is Associate Professor and Head of the Department of 
English at University of Cape Town, South Africa. , Africa’s current “comparative 
advantage” as a primary commodity exporter—more and more to Asia—is 
celebrated and reinforced. History repeats itself. 
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Keynote - Meg Samuelson  Abstracts A 

Achberger, Jessica (SAIPAR, Lusaka, Zambia / Chatelard, Solange Max Planck Institute 
for Social Anthropology Halle/Saale, Germany) / Chu, Jessica  

Everyday Encounters Across the Chinese Agricultural Value Networks in  

Zambia  

This paper is a presents a preliminary examination of Chinese agricultural value 
networks through the perspective of everyday encounters, particularly small and 
medium entrepreneurial investors. This research uses ethnographic fieldwork and 
key informant interviews from various points of the Chinese agricultural value chain, 
including producers and agribusinesses, market places, and places of consumption 
(such as Chinese restaurants). By mapping the connections associated with the 
Chinese migrants, what forms out of value chains are, instead, value networks. Such 
networks are used to explore the connections between migrants, the relationships 
that move across these spaces, and how different forms of encounters inform our 
understanding of Chinese agricultural investment, the daily interactions between the 
Chinese and Zambians, and wider socio-economic change.  

Biographical Notes 

Jessica Achberger is Associate Director of Research and Programmes and a Senior 
Researcher at the Southern African Institute for Policy and Research (SAIPAR), in 
Lusaka, Zambia. 
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Abstracts B 

Beek, Jan (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

African-Asian scamming: the use of social imaginaries in transregional interactions  

The new African-Asian interactions are also opening up new opportunities for 
African and Asian cybercriminals. Based on fieldwork in Ghana and India, the paper 
explores how scammers use globally circulating social imaginaries in advance fee 
frauds. Scamming reproduces, reveals and transforms the social imaginaries that 
form the background of transregional interactions between Africa and Asia.  

Scamming is a sequence of interactions between fraudsters and victims on the 
internet. Both actor groups are usually located in different countries, and African 
Scammers increasingly target victims in Asia. In these transregional interactions 
scammers attempt to convince their victims to send them ever larger amounts of 
money by telling seemingly fantastic stories. This paper argues that scammers create 
the credibility of these stories by tapping into shared social imaginaries. Gold scams 
refer to the imaginary of Africa, according to which Africa is a region of easily 
exploitable riches; inheritance scams refer to imaginary of the African other, who is 
understood as being inferior; job scams refer to the imaginary of transnational labour 
migration, which seems to promise great riches. In transregional interactions people 
orient themselves with social imaginaries and scammers exploit this. Ethnographic 
research of these scams allows to explore current social imaginaries of Africa, the 
African other and African-Asian relations.  

However, each successful fraud destabilizes this background understanding of 
transregional interactions because it is revealed as fictional and exploitable. 
Scamming is one of the practices that transforms the current imaginaries. Vigilantism 
against “criminal Nigerians” in India reveals that these new imaginaries do not fit 
utopian notions of South-South solidarity. Because of its dynamic character, 
scamming opens up perspectives on recent reconfigurations of African-Asian 
interactions.  

Biographical Note  

Jan Beek is an anthropologist, working on African-Asian interactions in cyberspace 
and transregional scamming.  
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Abstracts B Abstracts B 

Bohler-Muller, Narnia (Human Sciences Research Council, Pretoria, South Africa) 

Are we really doing things differently? The soft" power of China and SA within the 
context of BRICS  

The Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) grouping has attracted much 
attention on the world stage recently, not all of it positive. The focus of attention 
has generally been to point out the differences between members of the group in 
terms of ideologies and values. Often it is said that the IBSA dialogue forum is a 
more comfortable fit and that BRICS will not last long. It is becoming patently clear, 
however, that BRICS is here to stay. This paper looks briefly at the complexities of 
BRICS as a whole, before turning attention to the relationship between the largest 
and smallest members of the group, China and South Africa. Despite clear 
differences existing between these two Member States, there are some similarities 
that have been emerging, especially around soft power and the traditional values of 
Confucianism and Ubuntu. Both countries profess to seek global reform through the 
use of "soft" power, and it is important to see how this unfolds and whether this 
strategy is effective. This paper will attempt to further tease out the differences and 
similarities with a view to assist in building a better understanding of the China-
South Africa dynamic within the context of BRICS.  

Biographical Note 

Prof. Bohler-Muller (LLD) is Deputy Executive Director of the DGSD research 
programme at the HSRC and adjunct Professor at UFH and a representative on the 
BRICS Think Tanks Council. 
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Abstracts D 

De Bruyn, Tom (HIVA-KU Leuven, Belgium) 

Easier friends or unknown strangers? Explaining diverging perceptions of traditional 
donors and the Malawian government on China and other rising powers’ presence in 
agriculture assistance  

Notwithstanding the increased presence of China and other so-called  rising powers 
in development cooperation related activities, little is known about the perceptions 
of African governments and so-called traditional (or OECD-DAC)  donors about the 
influence that these (supposedly) new entrants exert on the decision making 
process. This article explores this issue by focusing on the governmental assistance 
in agriculture and food security of Brazil, India, China and South Africa to Malawi – a 
country which has only gained interest from the rising powers relatively recently.  

It draws from information collected during field work in Malawi in 2013 (policy 
documents and interviews with more than 60 representatives of OECD-DAC donors, 
rising powers, the Malawian government and other development actors) and uses 
the Anatomy of Influence framework - developed by Harmer et al. (2013) in their 
assessment of the influence of rising powers on global health - to analyse the ways 
influence is exerted by the rising powers. Three main arguments are made: (1) 
the  views about the potential influence of rising powers on the decision making 
process, as well as the relevance of their expertise differ greatly between traditional 
donors and the government of Malawi ; (2) this difference can be explained by the 
limited coordination and cooperation among traditional donors and rising powers as 
well as by the importance of ideational (i.e. the discursive claims of South-South 
Cooperation)  ‘capabilities’; (3) there are important differences between China, India, 
Brazil and South Africa in  what kind and how they exert influence.     

The study features in a four year PHD research (2012-2015) commissioned by the 
Flemish Government. 

Biographical Note 

Tom De Bruyn is senior research associate at the Research Institute for Work and 
Society (HIVA) of the University of Leuven, Belgium. 
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Abstracts D Abstracts D 

Diawara, Mamadou (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

Seeing like scholars. Whose exile? Making a life in being at home and abroad  

Obviously this title is inspired by the ground breaking book by James C. Scott: Seeing 
like a State (1998). Academics do have their own ways of seeing the societies they 
are dealing with. Experts on migration in the West are often accused of ignoring the 
other side of the medal, the home country of the migrants they study. Jean Schmitz 
(2005) criticized rightly Steven Vertovec (1999) on that regard. Moreover, in 
reflecting on migrants’ life at home and abroad many tend to use since recently the 
term of exile (Lambert 2002; Timéra 2014) to describe their object. This paper 
analyses the way migrants themselves, their families, and the society they coming 
from consider their life and experience here and out there. In how much does this 
concept applied by scholar make sense, and why do they introduce it? How can we 
grasp the relation between living out there and being at home?  

Biographical Note 

Mamadou Diawara is professor for anthropology at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe-
University, Frankfurt/Main, Germany, founding director of Point Sud, Bamako. 
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Dittgen, Romain (South African Institute of International Affairs, South Africa) 

The power of the group? Assessing the role of Chinese associations in Johannesburg  

As a major economic hub, migrants find Johannesburg to be a destination that offers 
a wide range of business opportunities. Among others, the number of Chinese 
setting foot in this bustling city has grown significantly and is also reflected in the 
gradual strengthening of the commercial and residential footprint. Far from 
representing a homogenous group, the profiles of these Chinese migrants are very 
diverse. Nonetheless, whether low-end entrepreneurs or high-end business(wo)men, 
they are all facing challenges related to living and working in South Africa. One of 
the direct consequences has been the gradual setting-up of numerous associations, 
aiming to create platforms of familiarity and to provide a sense of being part of a 
wider group for Chinese individuals. Whereas the majority of associations are 
structured along provincial lines, others follow more specific interests (such as 
bringing together businesswomen or young professionals).  

Based on three distinct case studies, this paper aims to assess the role and place of 
these Chinese associations in the lives of their members by looking at three types of 
ties: social, community affairs and business-professional. It borrows from the social 
network theory, more specifically Granovetter’s analysis of strong and weak ties 
(1983), in order to tackle the following question: to what extent do intra-group 
connections help Chinese migrants (while taking into account their socio-economic 
status as well as the year of arrival) widen their networks and explore new 
possibilities outside of their own group.  

Biographical Note  

Romain Dittgen holds a PhD in Human Geography from the University of Paris 1 with 
a focus on the spatial dimension of the Chinese presence in Sub-Saharan Africa.  
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Duarte, Ana Maria (Lusíada University, Lobito, Angola)  

THE WAKE UP OF LOBITO DEVELOPMENT CORRIDOR IN THE CONTEXT OF 
CHINESE AID TO ANGOLA  

The advent of China as important financier represents an encouraging trend given 
the magnitude of the transport infrastructure deficit along the Lobito Corridor in 
Angola. The economic growth rate has certainly improved thanks to the massive 
Chinese inflow of funds, materials, technologies and labour. There is however 
skepticism regarding not only the transference of skills and knowledge but also 
questions related to the quality and sustainability of the transport projects. Further, 
Chinese involvement in the Angolan economy is not a direct investment in the 
traditional sense and it has not been designed to alleviate poverty. However, as the 
resources come with no strings attached, failures to share growth and put Chinese 
earnings to work are not only China’s fault. In order to ensure that the positive 
contribution of the construction and rehabilitation of the Lobito Transport Corridor 
confers socio-economic benefits, Angola needs a strategy for China just as China has 
a strategy for Angola. Actions should also be taken (policies designed) to consolidate 
local actors and position them as a matter of policy to partner and learn from the 
Chinese. In addition, Chinese development assistance has to evolve to the extent 
that loans should be no longer exclusively oil-backed shifting to invest in a 
diversified non-oil-dominated economy. The paper presents the case for the 
investment in the Lobito Corridor in the context of the Chinese aid as part of a 
strategy of how best to revive the railway system so that it is part of a more 
efficient multi-modal transport sector and take the pressure of the road transport 
sector while stimulating higher levels of mobility and accessibility along the 
corridor.  

Biographical Note  

Ana Maria Duarte is a researcher at the Centre for Scientific Research and Studies, 
Lusíada University, Angola (Lobito). 
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Fourie, Elsje (University of Maastricht, Maastricht, the Netherlands) 

The Intersection of East Asian and African Political Modernities: Towards a New 
Research Agenda  

The proliferating relationships between African societies and their new Asian 
investors, donors and trading partners has over the past decade resulted in a surge 
of scholarship focusing on the implications for Africa’s development. Copious 
accounts focusing on direct economic repercussions have been accompanied by 
more tentative explorations into the influence that growing African-Asian ties are 
exercising in less tangible areas such as governance, statebuilding and nation-
building in Africa. This paper argues that these analyses have constituted admirable 
attempts to grapple with the ideational impact of Asia’s (re)entry into Africa, but 
that they fail to explicitly identify a key unifying theme behind such developments 
and thereby neglect broader bodies of scholarship that may inform their enquiry. 
This theme, namely political modernity, is gaining traction throughout Africa as its 
contact with Asia—and particularly East Asia—increases. It can be found in the 
debates on the existence of a Chinese model of development and an African 
developmental state, but also in quarters that are less immediately obvious. These 
include discussions on African urban utopias, developmental patrimonialism and so-
called “South-South learning”. These strands can, I argue, be fruitfully drawn 
together into a coherent research agenda that focuses on the intersection between 
East Asian and African conceptualisations of the modern polity. Such a research 
agenda could focus on certain key theories (such as lesson-drawing and policy 
emulation) and certain key methodologies (such as multi-sited transnational 
ethnographies). Most importantly, it could engage with questions around the 
feasibility, desirability and meaning of political modernity on an African continent in 
which visions of the modern are again being fervently debated among political elites 
and populations alike.  

Biographical Note 

Dr. Elsje Fourie is a Lecturer in Globalisation and Development at the University of 
Maastricht in the Netherlands. 
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Abstracts F Abstracts F 

Frauke, Eckl Katharina (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) / Kraemer, Diana 
(Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) / Elfving-Hwang, Jo (University of Western 
Australia, Australia) / Ruppert, Uta (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany)   

From „Asian Values“ to „Asian Experiences“? What is special about South Korean 
Development Cooperation in Africa?  

New dynamics in African-Asian relations emerge in the context of South Korea’s 
recent efforts in development cooperation in Africa and lead amongst others to a 
revival of the debates on ‘East Asian’ approaches to state-led development policies 
and ‘Asian Values’, that accompanied the economic success in South Korea and East 
Asia in the second half of the 20th century.  

While the South Korean government is increasingly positioning its ODA as a credible 
alternative to established development assistance programs and is keen to share its 
own development expertise, Korean development experiences are certainly drawing 
interest from a number of sub-Saharan African countries. One of Korea’s flagship 
programs in the 1970s was the Community Development approach “Saemaul 
Undong” (SMU), which has been accredited with a significant development success 
of particularly rural parts of South Korea and plays an increasingly significant role in 
South Korea’s development cooperation framework with Africa today. A second 
field of South Korea’s engagement in African countries is (higher) education and 
training in urban areas, where South Korean culture or cultural values again are said 
to be crucial for successful modernization.  

Towards this background this paper seeks to investigate to which extend ODA 
structures that South Korea has adapted for Africa can be said to be different from 
Western/other East Asian approaches, and whether there is something inherently 
different about this approach in empowering African actors to drive their own 
development. One central aspect hereby will be to discuss the role of ‘culture’ and 
‘cultural values’ in the way in which SMU and education programs are presented and 
even taught to African partners. A second central point concerns the role of South 
Korean ODA as a nation branding tool to differentiate Korea’s approach from other 
donor countries as a benevolent and non-threatening collaborator and the ways in 
which these claim is discussed amongst the “aid receiving” African partners.  
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Biographical Note 

Diana Kraemer and Frauke Eckl are research associates in the AFRASO-project "New 
Approaches to Negotiating Development: South Korean-African Interactions". Diana 
Kraemer focusses on discourses about Saemaul Undong and its impact on rural 
Africa in South Korea and Frauke Eckl concentrates on South Korean programs in the 
higher education sector in urban Ethiopia.  
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Ganga, Gheeta (Vaishnav College, Chennai, India) 

India-Africa connections in the 21st Century  

It has been quite a common practice among the various African nationals to enroll in 
Indian institutions of higher learning since the 70s. The numbers have only risen 
considerably through the years. Students from the fragile states of Africa especially 
from Sudan and Somalia, have been arriving here in larger numbers and some of their 
favourite cities are Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, etc. The interaction with 
the local communities is not so easy as the African nationals are often viewed with 
suspicion and mistrust.  Media reports of skirmishes with local police and racial 
attacks too are not uncommon. 

This paper attempts to look at such cross cultural encounters, a result of 
stereotypical and limiting media perceptions of Africa in India and the general 
ignorance in the Indian popular imagination regarding the rich geographical and 
cultural diversity of the continent. The African students’ interaction with their peers, 
local counterparts, and faculty, their classroom experiences, socializing, etc. make 
interesting studies, when viewed from a global context.  

Biographical Note  

Geetha Ganga obtained her Doctorate from the University of Madras, for her thesis 
on Nuruddin Farah. She is an independent researcher and lives in Chennai.  
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Giese, Karsten (GIGA Institute for Asian Studies, Hamburg, Germany) 

Impacts on the local other – China-Africa traders and their contribution to local 
development(s) in host societies  

Over the last few years quite a few African countries have experienced economic 
growth. This, however, has not translated into development. The failure to create 
sufficient employment, for urban youth and marginalized groups in particular, 
remains a central problem. 

In this context Chinese traders in Africa are routinely accused of contributing to the 
decline of African manufacturing and the subsequent loss of jobs, although African 
merchants import the lion’s share of goods from China. If employment with Chinese 
economic actors is discussed, this is usually confined to discourses on exploitation – 
mostly referring to large scale mining and construction and neglecting the 
employment realities created by innumerable small scale traders representing the 
forces of globalization from below.  

Without engaging in discussions on numerical effects I will explore the particular 
contribution of Chinese traders to employment and income for urban African youth 
and marginalized groups that otherwise face severe access barriers. I will not confine 
the analysis to wage employment but instead elaborate in a wider sense in which 
way Chinese economic practices in the trade sector contribute to the generation of 
income opportunities for marginalized local actors. I will elaborate in which way the 
exposure to Chinese practices are stimulating changing mind-sets among African 
employees, collaborators and customers that in sum eventually trigger wider 
grassroots social change (and development?). 

China-Africa trade is no one-way street and growing numbers Africans have 
sojourned to China. Their presence similarly has contributed to specific employment 
and income opportunities in selected Chinese locales. Again, marginalized groups are 
among the main beneficiaries – a fact that invites comparative perspectives and 
more general theorizing regarding local impacts of foreign entrepreneurial 
sojourners representing forces of globalization from below. The presentation draws 
on several waves of qualitative research conducted between 2010 and 2014 in Accra, 
Dakar, Guangzhou and Yiwu. 
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Biographical Note 

Dr. Karsten Giese is senior research fellow at the GIGA Institute for Asian Studies, 
editor of the Journal of Current Chinese Affairs. 
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Abstracts G 

Gröger, André (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany)  / Rainer Klump (Goethe 
University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

Explorations on Vietnamese-Chinese Business Networks in Angola 

Since the onset of official technical development cooperation between Vietnam 
and Angola in the early 1980’s, irregular migration flows to the African country have 
increased exponentially. It is estimated that over 40.000 mostly low-skilled 
Vietnamese workers live in Angola currently. Attracted by high income opportunities 
at the destination, they accept to pay huge fees to an international network of labor 
brokers in order to work in Angola, mostly under irregular conditions. Drawing on 
the theoretical concept of the “migration industry” (Hernández-León 2008), the 
objective of this paper is to describe and analyze the dynamics between different 
actors sustaining the bilateral labor migration corridor from Vietnam to Angola. We 
seek to contribute to the understanding of profitoriented migration intermediaries 
that facilitate the informal employment of Vietnamese workers in Angolan, 
constituting a unique setup of the African-Asian migration industry. Building upon 
the empirical findings from our field work in Vietnam, we seek to present first 
findings from Angola. 

Biographical Note 

André Gröger is Economist and Political Scientist. His research deals with the nexus 
between migration and socio-economic development. 
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Gruber, Mathias (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

Being a “New Chinese” in Johannesburg  

The presence of so called China Malls, a lively Chinatown, residential areas mainly 
for Chinese, Buddhist temples, and Chinese associations in Johannesburg easily lead 
to the impression that the “New Chinese”* have finally arrived in the City and had 
formed an integrated and comprehensive community. But what is left of this 
impression when it is read against the strategies, life plans and aspirations of 
individual members of this alleged community. What does it mean to be a Chinese in 
Johannesburg. Interaction within the group of Chinese, other migrants, and with 
South Africans depend to a large extend on personal status, age, gender and the 
family background of a person. How is this community composed and when do 
people refer to notions of community and of being Chinese. 

The field research in Johannesburg has shown that ways of migration, strategies and 
success of “petty traders” highly depend on personal abilities, family ties and that 
interaction between migrants and host society must not be reduced to professional 
occupation.  

Members of the Chinese community are driven by manifold motivations. Even 
though success in business is central, the research has shown fractures in this 
“Chinese” determination and sometimes most surprising findings. By comparing the 
biographies of different Chinese, the paper tries to avoid the trap of generalizing and 
essentializing of the “Chinese”.  

To re-think African-Asian relationships the paper suggests to contrast the strategies 
of the portrayed migrants with concepts of migration and integration and 
community building in politics and academia.  

* The term „New Chinese“ refers to the practise in academic writing to differentiate 
Chinese people who arrived since the late 1980is from South African Born Chinese.  

Biographical Note 

 Matthias Gruber is an anthropologist. Within the AFRASO project, he works on 
Chinese-South African trade networks and one on Chinese medicine in South Africa. 
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Hanisch, Sarah (University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria) 

 “If the environment was better…” – Ethnographic accounts of selected Chinese 
communities in Lesotho  

Many Chinese migrants in Lesotho have a secluded way of living: their workplace 
and their residential dwellings are often the sole physical spaces of direct social 
interaction. During the day, they interact with their Basotho employees and 
customers. After work, they return to their heavily guarded residential ‘complexes’. 
In larger towns, these complexes are often located in ‘secure’ neighborhoods, but in 
more rural settings they are often close to migrants’ businesses. Protected by high 
walls, residents live in tiny, windowless rooms, and share kitchen and bathrooms 
with up to 30 other Chinese migrants. Overall, buildings appear to be put together in 
an improvised manner, and are poorly maintained–creating an impression of a 
temporary residence. Building on insights gained during eight months of field work in 
Lesotho in 2014, this paper will demonstrate that this impression is misleading. Many 
residents of these temporary dwellings have been in Lesotho for more than ten 
years. In fact, some have grown so accustomed to Lesotho that they cannot imagine 
a life back in China. The broader explanation for this puzzle stems from the 
perception that the “environment is not good”. In this context, environment denotes 
not so much the natural environment, but rather refers to a general feeling of deep 
insecurity and of being constantly threatened. This feeling translates into a 
reluctance to build meaningful ties with local communities, or to invest in the 
maintenance and improvement of their shops or residential complexes. To illustrate 
this point, the paper presents individual stories of migrants from two Chinese 
communities in Lesotho. The stories highlight how migrants develop micro-
strategies to cope with the feeling of insecurity. Moreover, the stories exemplify 
that many migrants would be quite willing to build a future in Lesotho, if the 
environment was better.  

Biographical Note 

Sarah Hanisch is a PhD candidate and researcher at the Department of East Asian 
Studies – Chinese Studies at the University of Vienna.  
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Hartig, Falk (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

Confucius Institutes in Africa – a new Soft Power Instrument in the Making?  

China’s Confucius Institute (CIs) are partially funded by the Chinese government with 
the mission of promoting Chinese language and culture globally and thereby to 
project Chinese soft power. Since its inception in 2004, the program has grown 
rapidly around the world as it now has a network of over 1,000 affiliates (some 440 
institutes and 700 smaller classrooms) in more than 120 countries. Because of this 
dramatic growth, CIs are receiving criticism in host countries insofar that critics for 
example contend that the institutes reflect the Chinese government’s agenda and 
that their operation on university campuses interferes with academic freedom. 
Those points of criticism are of particular interest for students of cultural 
interactions in African-Chinese relations as they raise the question of whether China, 
through its CIs, may create new dependencies in the field of (higher) education in 
order to project its soft power and positive image on the African continent.  

Although there are currently only 37 Confucius Institutes and some 20 classrooms 
on the continent, it is assumed that CIs may play a more prominent role in Africa as 
they face a completely different situation than CIs in other parts of the world, as 
Africa does not have a tradition of academic engagement with China.  

Taking these specific African circumstances as a starting point, the paper analyses 
whether Confucius Institutes in Africa have the potential to become a new soft 
power instrument informed by new Chinese-African interactions. The paper analyses 
how interactions on the ground inform the larger and more theoretical 
understandings of these new interactions.  

Using South Africa as a case study, the paper argues that although Confucius 
Institutes in Africa have the potential to become a new soft power instrument, their 
current influence is hampered by a number of practical issues and political 
limitations.  

Biographical Note 

Falk Hartig is a post-doctoral researcher at AFRASO, Goethe University Frankfurt. 
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Hashim, Azirah  (University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia) / Powell, Richard 
(Nihon University, Tokyo, Japan) / Yazdi, Seyed Yasin (University of Malaya, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia)  / Suleiman, Mohammed Nuruddeen (University of Malaya, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia) 

INTERNATIONALISATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION: AFRICAN STUDENTS IN 
MALAYSIA AND COMPARISONS WITH JAPAN  

In recent years Malaysia has recorded an influx of international students from a 
number of countries partly due to the country’s internationalisation policy for higher 
education. The surge in international students in the region sees the country 
attracting over 3.9% of the international student mobility from Africa. This study was 
interested in the motives for choosing Malaysia as a destination for further studies 
and whether students were satisfied with their choice. Through a mixture of 
qualitative and quantitative approaches, the study analysed data from three public 
universities hosting students from Africa. Findings revealed that factors such as low 
cost of living, affordable tuition fees, growing academic reputation, quality of 
education and religious freedom were among the factors that attract students from 
African countries to Malaysia. There were also mixed responses with respect to 
some social, cultural and academic matters. For comparative context, the study 
applied the same qualitative and quantitative instruments to survey African students 
in Japan, another Asian country but with a significantly different economic, cultural 
and language environment. The study has policy implications for the marketisation 
of Malaysian higher education especially in its quest to attract students from the 
African continent.  

Biographical Notes 

Azirah Hashim is a Professor in the English Language Department, Faculty of 
Languages and Linguistics and Dean of the Humanities Research Cluster at the 
University of Malaya.  

Richard Powell is Professor of English at Nihon University in Tokyo.  

Seyed Yasin Yazdi-Amirkhiz holds a PhD in TESL, and is currently working as a post-
doctorate research fellow at Humanities Research Cluster, University of Malaya.  

Mohammed Nuruddeen Suleiman has got a Ph.D in International Relations from the 
University of Malaya.  
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Jaimovich, Dany (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) / Jatta, Raymond (Cheikh 
Anta Diop University, Dakar, Senegal) 

Life after the “Chinese”: The short-term effects of the sudden stop of Taiwanese 
agricultural development cooperation in The Gambia 

Most of the current debate about Africa-Asia interactions is dominated by the rising 
role of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) as a predominant actor in most of the 
economic and political domains. Nevertheless, there is also another China, the 
Republic of China (ROC) or Taiwan, that has also played a significant role in the last 
decades but now is losing almost entirely its relevance in Africa. This paper is about 
The Gambia, one of the last countries on which Taiwan was relying in order to 
maintain its influence and recognition in the region. For more than two decades 
both countries kept strong ties that were mostly reflected in a generous flow of 
development assistance to The Gambia, reciprocated with an unambiguous support 
to Taiwan’s legitimacy in international arenas. Nonetheless, in November 2013 the 
Gambian government unexpectedly announced a unilateral withdraw of the official 
diplomatic recognition of Taiwan. Consequently, all the officials and technical 
personnel from ROC were withdrawn as well as all their financial support.  

In this paper we present descriptive evidence of the short-term effects of the 
sudden stop of Taiwan’s development assistance in the agricultural sector. We use 
two of the most emblematic Taiwanese projects as case studies: the vegetable 
gardens in the surroundings of the national capital Banjul and the irrigated rice fields 
in the rural area of Sapu. Using qualitative and quantitative evidence collected 
during field work before and after the halt of Taiwanese technical and monetary 
assistance, we show the coping mechanisms developed as well as the effects on 
outputs and production organization. We pay particular attention to the potential 
changes in cultural perception brought by the long-lasting collaboration with the 
Taiwanese, including aspects such as gender-biased changes on labor intensity and 
the effects of ethnic heterogeneity on productivity.  

Biographical Note 

Dany Jaimovich is postdoctoral researcher and lecturer at the Faculty of Economics 
and Business Administration, Goethe University Frankfurt. 
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Karugia, John Njenga (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

Connective Indian Ocean Memories  

This paper will analyze contemporary remembrance activities that connect East 
Africa and Asia. This will include the role of the Asian African Heritage Trust, the 
Kenya National Museum and the National Museum of China in keeping these Asian 
and African memories alive. The Asian African Heritage Trust is located in Kenya but 
despite the fact that mostly Kenyan-Indians are involved in its work that mainly 
commemorates the contribution of Kenyan-Indians to the Kenyan society, its work 
exhibits a transregional perspective. The Kenya National Museum is involved in 
various Indian Ocean memory projects including amongst others; exhibitions by the 
Asian Heritage Trust and excavation of Zheng He’s ‘Treasure Ship’ that is said to have 
sunk off the Kenyan coast on the Pate Island. Zheng He was China’s most prominent 
sailor who also undertook voyages across the Indian Ocean and hence the 
involvement of the National Museum of China. Amongst other issues, the paper aims 
to find out how these three organizations operate as keepers and carriers of Indian 
Ocean memories that connect East African Asians’ and African memories with 
regions beyond East Africa be it India, China or other diasporic settings. By applying 
Astrid Erll’s concept of „travelling memory”, where Erll argues that “travel is an 
expression of the logic of memory: its genesis and existence through movement”, 
the paper analyzes how Asian and African memories travel, indeed criss-cross and 
connect across the Indian Ocean and how such memories inform Indian, Chinese and 
‘African’ memory cultures today. Also, the paper will discuss why such memories are 
kept alive and what impact they have.  

Biographical Note 

 John Njenga Karugia is a researcher and lecturer within the BMBF project AFRASO 
(Africa's Asian Options) at Goethe University, Frankfurt. 
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Kiamba, Anita, (University of Nairobi, Nairobi, Kenya) 

Peace, Security and Development in Africa: Contextualizing Africa-China relations  

China’s policy of non interference in the internal affairs of other states has made it a 
favourable partner for similarly developing nations around the world. Indeed, its 
policy of non interference resonates the principles of bon voisinage which have 
been the guiding pillars of interstate relations in Africa. These principles include for 
instance, non interference in the internal affairs of states, peaceful management of 
conflicts and non violation of territorial integrity. The policy of non interference 
particularly, continues to elicit debate among scholars, policy and decision makers. 
The debates have resulted into two broad schools. On one hand, there are those 
who argue that interference goes contrary to state sovereignty including the basic 
values, political and economic ideals of a state. On the other hand, there are 
arguments that events and phenomena such as crises and conflict necessitate 
prompt attention and action often described as intervention rather than 
interference. These interventions are initiated for a number of reasons including 
protecting and safeguarding interests and ensuring the maintenance of stability and 
security in Africa. Depending on the choice of intervention mechanisms, the 
diplomacy of conflict management has yielded positive as well as negative 
outcomes. Consequently, in the last two decades there has been a pronounced shift 
in the focus within and towards Africa with the pursuit for peace and security being 
a prerequisite for development. Therefore, as China and Africa continue to pursue 
development oriented relations, this paper will analyze the contextualization of 
China and Africa’s relations in achieving regional peace and security.  

Biographical Note  

Dr. Anita Kiamba is a lecturer at the Institute of Diplomacy and International Studies 
at the University of Nairobi. She holds a Doctorate in International Studies. 
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Lambrechts, Derica (Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, South Africa) 

Decrease in demand and in supply? The relationship between changes in Chinese 
corporate and social regulations and wildlife crime in South Africa  

During December 2013 the Chinese news agency, Xinhua, reported that new 
regulations were published by Chinese authorities that ban shark fin and bird’s nest 
(amongst other commodities) from official reception dinners. The main reason for 
this was the start of an initiative to regulate the use of public funding and curb 
official extravagance. Since his coming into power in 2013, President Xi Jinping has 
launched a crackdown on official corruption and luxuries, dramatically changing the 
operational habits of high ranking levels of Chinese society. In addition, the ban in 
wildlife delicacies in China comes in conjunction with several Asian based airlines 
banning shark fin as part of their cargo. These decisions by international operators 
have given the issue international recognition and it is believed to be a step in the 
right direction. With specific reference to some traditional Chinese delicacies such 
as abalone and shark fin, such commodities are often harvested illegally in South 
Africa and also listed as endangered (as is the case with abalone). The high demand 
in China has led to a strong connection between gangs from the local communities 
in South Africa who will poach the abalone and Chinese syndicates, operating on a 
transnational level. It is reported that Chinese organised crime syndicates often pay 
for abalone with the drug methamphetamine, fuelling social problems in local 
communities. This research study sets to firstly assess what recent changes in 
corporate and social relations there has been and if these changes may lead to a 
decrease in the illicit wildlife trade in South Africa.  

Biographical Note  

Dr Derica Lambrechts is a lecturer at the Department of Political Science and an 
Associate at the Centre for Chinese Studies, Stellenbosch University, South Africa. 
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Lavery, Charne (University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa) 

‘THE DARKER SIDE OF DURBAN’: SOUTH AFRICAN CRIME FICTION AND INDIAN 
OCEAN UNDERWORLDS  

Michael Pearson, in The Indian Ocean (2003), argues that the advent of steam in the 
early nineteenth century all but obliterated the significance of those characteristics 
which unified the Indian Ocean, particularly its currents and monsoons. The Indian 
Ocean became embedded in a global economy, with the result that it is, he argues, 
“now impossible to write a history of the Indian Ocean. All Indian Ocean history is 
now a history in [rather than of] the ocean, part of a larger, indeed a global, 
story” (12). As steam ships and then aeroplanes trace routes increasingly impervious 
to the limiting and enabling aspects of physical geography, the Indian Ocean as a 
coherent space of trade and traffic disappears. However, it seems possible to view 
this disappearance as a matter of invisibility rather than absence. If the official 
journeys of traders, officers and legal migrants largely cease, those older routes are 
employed in the service of illegal migration, smuggling and crime. In other words, as 
patterns of connectedness are submerged through the twentieth and into the 
twenty-first centuries, what it remains possible to write is the story of an Indian 
Ocean underworld. This paper aims to describe ad hoc, illegal and invisible links 
between the coasts and countries of the Indian Ocean that persist in the late 
twentieth and twenty-first centuries, through a reading of their fictional traces. I 
begin by theorizing through Indian Ocean fiction from further afield – particularly 
Lindsey Collen’s Boy (2005,) and Abdulrazak Gurnah’s The Last Gift (2012) – which set 
up the Indian Ocean as a vast but secret underworld. Using this critical lens, I turn to 
the South African context, in particular recent South African crime fiction. I will 
consider two recent works here: Trevor Corbett’s Allegiance (2012) and Sam Cole’s 
Cape Greed (2009), which map Durban and Cape Town respectively as deeply 
oceanic, port-dominated cities, connected through networks of smuggling and terror 
to distant Indian Ocean coasts.  

Biographical Note 

Charne Lavery is an Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the 
University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa.  
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Lejeune, Johannes (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

That’s what friends are for: Identity in the making of China-South Africa relations  

It is easy to dismiss the frequent use of the term ‘friendship’ in official rhetoric on 
China-Africa relations as empty diplomatic talk. After all, to paraphrase Lord 
Palmerston, states have interests, not friends. In the literature, cordial relations 
between African states and China are accordingly explained with (mainly Chinese) 
economic and political interests. While I do not question the importance of these 
interests, I argue that the need for ontological security, i.e. to achieve a stable state 
identity through the construction of a coherent biographical narrative of the state, 
adds a special dynamic to China’s relations with some African states. To make this 
point I will show the role China and South Africa play in each other’s biographical 
narratives – or more precisely, the role they play in the two ruling parties’ 
construction of their respective country’s narrative. Importantly, these narratives not 
only contain a certain reading of the past, but also map a common project for the 
future. This common project, which can be described as ‘autochthonous 
development’ within a changing world order, provides a focal point for continued 
mutual engagement and learning, thereby further strengthening the collective Sino-
South African identity. While China and South Africa may thus not be friends in the 
commonsense meaning of the word, and interests and power remain important, the 
finding that they regard each other as ‘significant other’ suggests that their 
relationship is based on more than a coincidental and ephemeral overlap of short-
term economic and political goals.  

Biographical Note  

Research Fellow, Department of Political Science and Research Programme Africa's 
Asian Options (AFRASO), Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany.  
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Ma, Xiujie (Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa) 

A Cross-cultural Study on Politeness: How to make a request in Chinese and isiXhosa  

The speech act of request occurs when a speaker attempts to get the interlocutor to 
perform or to stop performing an action (Eilis, 1994:167). A request is beneficial to the 
speaker and costly to the interlocutor. Thus, a request is a face threatening act 
because “the speaker impinges on the interlocutor’s claim, to freedom of action and 
freedom from imposition” (Blum-Kulka and Olshtain, 1984:201). To ensure successful 
communication and achieve his/her goal, the speaker should desire to mitigate the 
potential threat to the interlocutor’s loss of face. A set of strategies, including direct 
and indirect strategies, is therefore employed to save the interlocutor’s face, 
depending on different factors such as power relations, social distance and rate of 
imposition. Many cross-cultural studies (e.g. Bium-Kulka, House and Kasper 1989 and 
Al-Khatani 2005) have shown that while indirect strategies are universally adopted 
to make a request, the degree of directness varies from one culture to another. 
Although the speech act of request has been well studied in various cultures, little is 
known about the culture-specificity of isiXhosa requests and no research has been 
done to compare request strategies between Chinese and isiXhosa.  

Through the analysis of the data collected from responses to the Discourse 
Completion Test (50participants in each language), this study discloses the request 
strategies and the role that social factors play in the choice of request strategies, in 
Chinese and isiXhosa respectively. This research reveals the similarities and 
differences of request strategies used in these two languages. In both languages, the 
speaker prefers to use indirect strategies, however the request strategies differ in 
the level of directness. In addition, the social factors mentioned above, affect the 
choice of request strategies in both languages, but their impact differs.  

Biographical Note 

Xiujie Ma studied psycholinguistics and Teaching Chinese as a second language at 
Jinan University, Guangzhou. She is currently pursuing a PhD at Rhodes University. 
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MA, Yue (University of Cape Town, Cape Town, South Africa) 

Rhinos vs Pandas - Images of a Nation Impacted by the Media  

The Chinese, instead of the poachers, are often blamed for the chief people 
responsible for the brutal rhino poaching in South Africa or the elephant poaching in 
the African continent. The source of the impression obviously comes from the 
bombardments on the Chinese to take the blame by the media. 

Is it really the fact that the Chinese life style actually played a major role in 
encouraging the rhino poaching? Are there many Chinese actually involved and 
caught for organized rhino poaching? Or are these merely speculations? In fact, the 
media is often the important driving force that fans up the easy association of rhino 
poaching with the Chinese. China’s national image is often at stake due to the 
speculations and scenarios that are so often associated with the wrong doings of 
rhino poaching.  

Rhinos to South Africans are pandas to the Chinese. Both animals are national 
treasures and important symbols of national pride that are supposed to be well 
protected by law in both countries. Very few people seem to have thought of how 
the Chinese have successfully protected the giant pandas and why the rhino 
protection has been so ineffective and inefficient in South Africa. They would rather 
believe the story created by the media and blame the Chinese for the rhino losses, 
though in fact the uses of rhino horns were already banned and made illegal by law 
for many years in China and nothing associated with the rhinos would be 
marketable.  

The role of the media can never be underestimated in terms of shaping the image of 
a nation in the people’s mind, and henceforth formulating distorted “conceptions of 
the other”. It is obvious that this is not an easy task in the contemporary world when 
the media writes like an artist rather than a scientist. 

Biographical Note 

MA, Yue formerly Subject Head & Professor of Chinese at SOL, Rhodes University, is 
now newly appointed as Senior Lecturer of Chinese at SLL, University of Cape Town. 
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Mageza-Barthel, Rirhandu (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

From Sisterhood to Friendship: African Women’s Movements in Chinese-African 
Relations  

Over decades women and women’s movements across the global South have vied 
for inclusion in development processes in order to partake in the improved living 
conditions these seemed to promise. At the same time, whilst contesting their 
exclusion they also increasingly grew critical of the terms and approaches under 
which such development(s) took place. Particularly in Africa, they have belonged to 
the most vibrant part of civil society: they have borne liberation movements, 
critically influenced democratisation initiatives, yielded transnational movements 
and carried post-conflict transformation processes. In sum, they have held-up half 
the African sky.  

However today, women’s organisations and feminists have been eerily silent on the 
renewed African-Asian interaction. Few exceptions have sought to independently 
insert themselves into or trail along existing initiatives of African-Chinese 
cooperation, for example. This is all the more surprising, because the latter profess 
to revolve around solving common development challenges and claim to espouse 
different approaches to tackling African issues. Compared to this muted response, 
one would expect women(’s movements) to either jump onto the bandwagon of 
such new opportunities. Or one would anticipate that they might unpack previously 
elaborated strategies to negotiate the current appearance of South-South 
cooperation on the continent. In order to trace how African women’s movements 
are set in the current Chinese-African exchange, the paper explores both expressions 
of and silences on gender politics within them. It suggests that the rhetorical shift 
from ‘sisterhood’ to ‘friendship’ signifies the changed conditions under which 
women’s interactions are taking place. And proceeds to ask how African gender 
politics has adapted to this new reality.  

Biographical Note  

Rirhandu Mageza-Barthel is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at AFRASO. As a political 
scientist at Goethe University her focus lies on Development and Gender Studies. 
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Mahmud, Sakah (Kwara State University, Malete, Nigeria) 

East Asian and African Development in Comparative and International Perspectives  

What explains the differences in development between the successful take-off of 
East Asian tigers and the continuing struggle for development in Africa over the past 
four decades? And can Africa learn from East Asian success? These persisting 
questions are relevant and require answers in the face of East Asia’s encounters with 
African as superior partners in development.  

This paper proposes to analyze both the domestic (national) and international 
strategies which explain East Asia’s success from which Africa can learn. Employing a 
comparative political economy approach the paper argues that contrary to 
previously existing analyses of the difference in terms of culture, the strategies 
adopted by the East Asian tigers – state promotion of development and export –
oriented industrialization – offer important lessons for Africa. In fact it is argued that 
globalization has made it easier rather than harder for Africa to learn from their East 
Asian counterparts in development. The increasing presence of East Asia in Africa 
fostered by globalization provides better opportunities for Africa to learn and 
follow the East Asian example if African leaders have the political will to do so.  

Biographical Note 

Prof. Mahmud is currently the Provost of the College of Humanities, Management 
and Social Sciences at the Kwara State University, Malete, Ilorin, Nigeria. 
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Mudronova, Jana (University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa) 

Where is “Africa” in China-Africa debate? 

Chinese involvement on the African continent has generated extensive interest, 
controversy and myths. In spite of a rich body of work, no dominant framework or 
narrative for conceptualising ‘China in Africa’ exists. While the new wave of 
scholarship has focused on diversity in Chinese players, majority of scholars 
continue to marginalise “Africa” in the discourse. This inquiry offers an exploration 
into marginalisation, victimisation and silences in interpretations of China’s presence. 
As pointedly argued by C. Ake: ‘The problem is not, as often imagined, Africa’s 
marginality to the rest of the world but the marginalization of Africans in the 
development of Africa’. The critical analysis of current academic and popular 
debates reveals authors’ biases towards normative evaluation of Chinese “impacts” 
on African states, development, labour, (good) governance… By reproducing same 
discourse of “scramble for African resources” and “China’s resource greed”, the 
literature fails to provide space for dialectical relationship between China and her 
economic partners. Africa continues to be described as a victim or as a last resort of 
industrialisation/internationalisation strategies. This can be seen in Chinese 
investments in manufacturing being formulated in terms of “flying geese model”. 
Subsequently, local governments, workforce, citizens as well as capital are stripped 
of not only agency, but also all the responsibility that comes with relationship with 
China. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to examine Chinese engagement with 
the continent as multi-scalar, multi-temporal, multi-centric series of processes. 
Subsequently, the study builds on discursive analysis, demonstrating that notorious 
titles combining ‘dragons’, elephants’, ‘geese’, ‘ostriches’ and ‘safari’ reveal normative 
and patriarchal assumptions resulting from poorly conceptualised analyses. 
Secondly, the argument expands to theoretical dimension of South-South 
cooperation and FDI theories. A case study of Chinese investments in South African 
chrome mining serves as an example to test the theoretical reconceptualization of 
dialectic relations between African country and China (and global capitalism) against 
the empirical findings. 

Biographical Note  

Jana Mudronova is a political economists with extensive background on Chinese 
economic transformation and Sub-Saharan African trade and market liberalisation. 
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Nauta, Wiebe Werner (Maastricht University, Maastricht, the Netherlands) 

Re-thinking and Reshaping Korean ODA in Light of the ‘African Other’  

Recently South Korea expanded its ODA activities to the African continent. From 
2010, when Korea joined the OECD DAC, it gradually began to transform its project-
type assistance into a more program-based approach. In Africa, Korea selected eight 
ODA partnership countries, including Rwanda and Ethiopia where it is piloting the 
transfer of the Korean model of rural development, Saemaul Undong, the New 
Village Movement, based upon three slogans, ‘diligence’, ‘self-help’ and 
‘cooperation’. As Saemaul Undong originated in the 1970s during the anti-communist 
regime of President Chung Hee Park, characterized by his Janus-face of ‘military 
dictator’ and ‘development hero’, its suitability for contemporary Africa is 
questioned by critical actors in Korea like ODA Watch. These concerns focus on 
more pragmatic issues like whether the 1970s emphasis on physical infrastructure –
supplying cement and steel to Korean villages– and subsidized rice prices are 
appropriate in various African contexts. Even more contentious is the focus on so-
called “Mental Reform”, although the Korea Saemaul Undong Center acknowledges 
the importance of context-sensitive interventions. Such ideologically laden 
dimensions of Korean ODA are debated and informed by images of the African 
‘other’ along with images of the ‘Korean development miracle’.  

During field research in Rwanda, it indeed became clear that Korean development 
actors struggle with these images as well as with African conceptions of the Korean 
‘other’. Based on research, both in Korea and Africa, this paper aims to shed light on 
the way in which ideas about Africa and Africans as well conceptualizations of the 
‘Korean development miracle’ –whereby sanitized versions of Korean development 
history seem to dominate the discourse– impact on the rethinking and reshaping of 
Korean ODA. What images of Africa and the African ‘other’ influence ODA policy? 
What images of the Korean development successes are actively promoted? 

Biographical Note 

Dr. Wiebe Nauta is a sociologist of development and the Director of Studies of the 
Master Globalization & Development Studies at Maastricht University, Netherlands. 
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Osondu-Otti, Adaora (Afe Babalola University, Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria) 

SOCIO-CULTURAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE GROWING INDIAN COMMUNITY FOR 
NIGERIA  

 It is a well-known fact that Indians’ presence in Nigeria began with the migration of 
Indian workforce and indentured labourers that were part of the British colonial 
ventures in Nigeria. The establishment of that contact created a milestone in the 
close interaction between Indians and Nigerians. Their close interaction and to a 
certain extent possession of information of the Nigerian terrain by Indians, created a 
broad vista in the India-Nigeria relations, and subsequent Indians migration to 
Nigeria. For instance, with the end of colonial rule, Indians had better opportunity to 
settle (bringing their families) and trade, as well as conduct other business activities 
in Nigeria. The result is that at the end of 2013, there are an estimated 40,000 people 
of Indian origin living in Nigeria. However, with India’s economic growth, and quest 
for new markets, new Indian community is being formed. More Indians are migrating 
to Nigeria by the day with diverse business interests ranging from trading (both small 
and large scale), investments in telecommunication, information technology and 
extractive sector. With a larger Indian community being formed in Nigeria, in 
addition to the ‘old’ community’s established interaction with locals, Indian culture 
is also increasingly penetrating into Nigeria. Today, many cultural initiatives are also 
being embarked by the Indian community in Nigeria. Thus, beyond the economic 
impact of Indian investments for Nigeria, Indians’ growing interactions with urban 
and rural communities in Nigeria have become noteworthy. Thus, this paper seeks to 
examine the socio-cultural implications of the growing Indian community for 
Nigeria. The major argument of this paper is that with the influx of Indians into 
Nigeria, there are bound to be not only economic implications for Nigeria’s 
development but also socio-cultural implications (negative as well as positive) for 
Nigeria.  

Biographical Note 

Dr. OSONDU-OTTI, Adaora is a lecturer at the Department of International Relations 
and Diplomacy, Afe Babalola University, Ado-Ekiti, Ekiti State, Nigeria. 
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Thomas, Kalinowski (Ewha Womans Univertisy, South Korea) and Minjoung Park 
(Ewha Womans Univertisy, South Korea) 

Development Cooperation and the Legacy of the Developmental State: The Cases 
of Korean ODA in Rwanda and Mozambique  

The previous debate of East Asian engagement has been dominated by contrasting 
European focus on institutional reform, untied aid and political conditionality with 
East Asian focus on pragmatic technical support and economic conditionality. This 
paper aims to move beyond this controversy and aims at explaining what motivates 
and shapes East Asian development cooperation with a focus on Korea. We argue 
that the pattern of Korea’s development cooperation towards Africa can be 
explained by the legacy of the Korean developmental state. Korean ODA is 
understood as an internationalization of industrial policies based on a close 
partnership between state and business. The goal of the developmental state is to 
incite the globalization of businesses and quickly expand market share by socializing 
private risks. The ROK’s engagement has shown certain parallels to that of China and 
Japan as sharing the principle of ‘cooperation without intervention’, using aid as an 
instrument of ‘Resource or Sales Diplomacy’ and economic conditionalities. From 
the empirical study of Korea’s engagement with Africa, this article examines the East 
Asian formula to Africa as a form of economic conditionality such as package deal. 
This article examines the case of Mozambique as a typical example of ‘Resource 
Diplomacy’ and Rwanda as an example of ‘Sales Diplomacy’ in the field of IT, 
focusing on the different domestic factors that have led Korea to pursue its 
revitalized engagements with these two countries. This article concludes by 
interpreting these practices in accordance with the broader strategic imperatives of 
Korea’s economic and diplomatic needs in the region. 

Biographical Note 

Min Joung Park is a Ph.D. student in the Graduate School of International Studies at 
Ewha Womans Univertisy, South Korea. 
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Ritzer, Ivo (University of Bayreuth, Bayreuth, Germany) 

Imagining Transregional Media Culture: African-Asian Relations, Martial Arts Films 
and the Global Circulation of Images  

The paper focuses on transregional imaginaries between Asia and Africa from the 
perspective of media studies. It thereby aims to theorise and analyse martial arts 
films as a paradigm of the strongly related phenomena of cultural globalisation and 
transregional circulation of images. Thus, the paper’s ambitions lie in trying to grasp 
mediated cultural flows in a globalised word.  

From at least the early 1960s onwards, martial arts films have functioned as a 
phenomenon of transregional cultural flows, mainly between Eastern Asia nations on 
the one hand, and since the 1970s, Africa on the other hand. From the 1980s 
onwards, especially South Africa has thus become a major player in the transregional 
prominence of martial arts films, along agents such as Hong Kong, China, Japan and 
the Philippines. Therefore, the circulating images of martial arts in the media are a 
highly hybrid product, reminding us that the local always has to be seen against the 
background of the global. It can be considered a phenomenon not of a national, but 
a fundamentally transnational media culture, undermining the agenda of nationalist 
media policies.  

The resulting transregional circulations of images are far from unidirectional, but 
rather stand out by their many facets and multidirectionality. As part of a global 
cultural economy, the dialectics of globalising and localising forces in image 
circulation exceed the aesthetic realm. In this sense, images of martial arts travel 
across regional boundaries, working as a junction in a global network of cultural 
exchange between Asia and Africa. 

Biographical Note 

Prof. Dr. Ivo Ritzer is junior professor for Media Studies and African Studies at the 
University of Bayreuth.  
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Röschenthaler, Ute (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

Networks and Activities of Africans in Malaysia  

Since the 2000s, increasing numbers of Africans travel to Malaysia as students. For 
many, however, the attainment of higher education diplomas is not all they wish or 
have to achieve. During their stay, most of them also need to make a living, find 
suitable ways to sustain their livelihood and offer services for fellow Africans. 
Despite complicated policies, Africans have managed to build up an entire African 
infrastructure in Malaysia. How have they accomplished this, what encourages them 
to make this effort, what are their strategies, which products do they import, mostly 
from Nigeria, and which services do they offer to fellow Africans? This paper 
addresses these questions exploiting information from field research in Malaysia in 
2014. It argues that the Malaysian employment policies contribute to the specific 
situation of Africans which spurs their creativity to establish informal or semi-
informal business opportunities, brokerage services and transcontinental networks 
that are situated somewhere between formal and informal, legitimate and 
illegitimate, legal and illegal activities and disallow simply classification.  

Biographical Note 

Ute teaches Social and Cultural Anthropology at the Johannes Gutenberg University 
Mainz. Within AFRASO, her project focusses on trade networks and cultural mobility. 
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Schulze-Engler, Frank (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

"Spectres of Solidarity: Transregional Interactions in East African Literature"  

The talk will trace the idea of African-Asian solidarity from the 1950s to the present 
day, with a special focus on literary organizations such as the Afro-Asian Writers 
Association. While the idea of a literature of the "Global South" based on Afro-Asian 
solidarity remains influential at literary conferences and writers' meetings, African 
literary history has arguably followed a quite different trajectory. Focussing on 
anglophone East African literature from the 1960s until today, the talk will explore 
representations of both solidarity and conflict and negotiations of "Afrasian" 
identities in selected literary works and will discuss the relevance of 
transregionalism as a critical concept in cultural and literary studies. While it is more 
than likely that new African-Asian interactions signal a transition towards a 
multipolar world where older, Eurocentric patterns of global relations are in the 
process of being supplanted by more complex arrangements, literary studies will 
arguably have to move beyond old concepts such as transcontinental solidarity in 
the "Global South" to come to terms with the manifold ways in which African 
literature has explored old and new African-Asian interactions.  

Biographical Note 

Frank Schulze-Engler is professor of New Anglophone Literatures and Cultures at 
Goethe University Frankfurt and co-project leader of "Africa's Asian 
Options" (AFRASO). 
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Schumacher, Peter (Utrecht University, Utrecht, the Netherlands) 

Zambian Scholarship Recipients in China: Perception changes and their 
developmental impacts  

Although academic exchanges between most African countries and China are 
everything but new, the current scale is unprecedented as the number of African 
students studying in China has skyrocketed within the past decade. Between 2008 
and 2012 alone, the African student body in China has tripled from below 9.000, to 
more than 27.000 students (Chinese Ministry of Education). Approximately half of 
these students are recipients of the Chinese Government Scholarship, an institution 
which, despite its massive extent, still remains widely under-researched. This paper 
assesses the influence of the Chinese academic experience, financed through the 
Chinese Government Scholarship, on the recipients’ perception of China. 
Furthermore, it examines whether this influence on the scholarship recipients 
indirectly affects the development of their region of origin in Africa. The primary 
data for this paper were collected through semi-structured interviews with 26 
Zambian graduates from Chinese universities, during ten weeks of fieldwork in 
Zambia’s capital Lusaka. On the empirical level, this study adds to the few recently 
published research results revolving around the phenomenon of African students in 
China (e.g. King, 2013; Haugen, 2013; Ferdjani, 2012). On the theoretical level, the 
concept of student satisfaction is used as indicator for the degree of China’s soft 
power (as defined by Nye), assuming China’s soft power increases together with the 
satisfaction of the visiting students. Surprisingly, and contrary to other recent 
studies (e.g. Haugen, 2013), the majority of Zambians interviewed for this study 
perceive China as more positive than they expected before their studies.  

Biographical Note 

Peter Schumacher is a PhD student in International Development Studies at Utrecht 
University.  
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Steiner, Tina (Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, South Africa) 

Cosmopolitan pasts, fractured presents: Literary representations of connections 
across the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea  

In this paper I propose to present examples from a range of Eastern and Southern 
African literary texts/memoirs that gesture towards or are set in the Indian Ocean 
world in order to show how African cultural production draws on a compelling 
imaginary of cosmopolitan connections across this maritime interregional arena to 
make pertinent political observations about the (often dystopic) narrative present. 
The Indian Ocean world has been variously read as a cosmopolitan space (Gosh, 
Bose and Burton) because it allows for multiple forms of connections and 
interactions across linguistic, national, ethnic and regional boundaries in its function 
as a maritime passageway of goods, people and knowledges. This paper investigates 
why postcolonial writers imagine a cosmopolitan mode of interaction when 
postcolonial critics have discredited the concept for its link to imperialism and for 
its supposed pandering to Eurocentric sensibilities. Drawing on Edward Said’s late 
work, Humanism and Democratic Criticism, I argue that the writers make a cautious 
case for localized forms of the cosmopolitan in order to re-situate Africa in global 
histories of transoceanic connections and to set alternative social imaginaries 
against the dystopias of the narrative present.  

Biographical Note 

 Tina Steiner is an Associate Professor in the English Department at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa.  
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Straube, Christian (Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology Halle/Saale, 
Germany) 

Mining with Chinese Characteristics: Sino-Zambian Encounters on the African 
Copperbelt  

Since entering the Zambian mining sector in 1998, enterprises from the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) have been singled out repeatedly for alleged neo-colonial 
working conditions. On the one hand, incidents during the last decade show that 
Sino-Zambian work relations are problematic and give rise to anti-Chinese 
sentiments.  On the other, politicians and businessmen from the PRC emphasise 
historical-political friendship and a win-win economic relationship when doing 
business in Africa, while African governments welcome investments from the PRC as 
an alternative to investments from North America or Europe. 

There is an apparent contradiction between the singling out of enterprises from the 
PRC, local discourses about them and a Chinese official narrative which states that 
those enterprises actually do things differently, if not better, than other 
international actors. 

I question the representations of Chinese particularity in the context of the Zambian 
Copperbelt. I ask whether there is “Mining with Chinese Characteristics” and, if so, 
which socio-cultural practices constitute this way of mining. 

Taking existing research on Sino-Zambian labour relations as my point of departure, I 
will look at the practices of actors in their daily encounters in the material context 
of the mines. This ethnographic fieldwork will then be put into historical perspective 
by linking contemporary encounters and practices to their historical antecedents 
and to the PRC discourse on Sino-African relations. This historical contextualisation 
allows us to see continuity and change in representations of everyday encounters in 
discourses on local, national and international levels. 

With this project, I hope to contribute to bringing transparency to the labour regime 
in mines run by enterprises from the PRC and to grounding representations of Sino-
African encounters. A double focus on the encounters between actors embedded in 
the mining process and the discourses about them should help us to rethink the 
concepts we use to describe contemporary Sino-African relations. 
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Biographical Note 

Christian Straube holds a Magister degree in Chinese Studies. He is a PhD candidate 
at the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle/Saale, Germany. 
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Thiel, Alena (GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies, Hamburg, Germany) 

Travelling models of citizenship: Ghanaian trade agents in China as “agents of 
translation”  

The concept of community is fundamentally ambiguous and read in a variety of 
ways across the disciplines. In this presentation, I will zoom in on a particular facet 
of this debate: the re-construction of the political community in times of intensified 
transnational exposure to alternative systems of signifying order. In the light of 
increasing transnational movements, new significations of order travel in the 
conceptual luggage of border crossers such as transnational entrepreneurs. Drawing 
on the case of Ghanaian trade agents in China - who effectively act as mediators 
between Chinese and West African markets - I argue that alongside vast amounts of 
China goods, alternative discourses of community, sovereignty and subjectivity are 
transposed into Ghanaian society and adapted into their new context. I begin by 
presenting the strong sentiments of long-term Ghanaian residents in China regarding 
their experiences with Chinese modes of ordering collective life in the cities of 
Yiwu, Guangzhou and Hong Kong. In contrast to the literature’s overwhelming 
presentation of African residents in China as vulnerable and marginalized, my focus 
on legally established, medium- to large-scale Ghanaian entrepreneurs revealed their 
substantial understanding not only of Communist ideology but simultaneously of 
neoliberal governance technologies. Comparing their experiences in Ghana and 
China, these men and women talked with conviction about how Chinese ways of 
administration, planning and policy making could improve life in Ghana. I conclude 
by discussing the reach of these entrepreneurs into and hence their potential impact 
on their Ghanaian home society as “agents of translation”1 and ultimately potential 
facilitators of re-ordering from below.  

1 Bourdieu, Pierre. 1979. La distinction. Critique sociale du jugement. Paris. 

Biographical Note 

Alena is a Jun. Research Fellow at GIGA, Hamburg, and a PhD candidate at the Centre 
for Citizenship, Civil Society and Rule of Law of the University of Aberdeen. 
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Abstracts T Abstracts T 

Thubauville, Sophia (Frobenius-Institute, Frankfurt, Germany) 

Migration of Indian academics – Chance or risk for Ethiopia’s university sector?  

Since the turn of the millennium Ethiopia has brought forward a substantial 
expansion of its higher education institutions. Most of the today 31 universities have 
been constructed from close to scratch or through upgrading of former colleges. 
From this emphasis on the expansion of higher education Ethiopia expects a general 
development impulse and the creation of a larger middle-class. However, the 
explosion of higher education institutions and the brain drain leave a vacuum of 
expertise at Ethiopian universities for the moment. Only with the help of foreign 
lecturers and a decrease of the qualification of much of the local university staff a 
minimal curriculum can be offered. Most of the foreign lecturers, who are in the 
country today, are from India. As of the high demand for Indian lecturers several 
agencies have specialized themselves on the recruitment of new lecturers for 
Ethiopia. Academics are recruited via these agencies in a bulk and with little 
screening. The foreign academics are seen as a temporary solution to help the 
expansion of the university sector. They work on short-term contracts with special 
allowances. At the same time local academic positions are not made more attractive 
and Ethiopian academics abroad are still not interested to return to their home 
country.  

The paper - based on research at Ethiopian universities and expert interviews - wants 
to inquire if the recruitment of highly qualified Indians in large numbers as a 
temporary policy can be seen as an opportunity for Ethiopia to support the ongoing 
expansion of its higher education sector and to establish this sector in a sustainable 
way.  

Biographical Note  

Sophia Thubauville is Research Fellow and Head of Library at the Frobenius Institute, 
Frankfurt am Main. She earned a PhD from Mainz University.  

 

 

 

 



               58 

 
 

Abstracts V 

Van Staden, Cobus (University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa) 

Hostile Imaginaries: Internet Activism, the Poaching Controversy and Chinese Soft 
Power in South Africa  

The poaching of elephants, rhinos and other wildlife and the smuggling of wildlife 
products to East Asia is an environmental disaster. However, it is also a significant 
challenge to relations between East Asia and Africa. Media, and especially the 
internet, is an important tool for activists to generate support for campaigns against 
poaching. A crucial aspect of this activism entails constructing images of China and 
Chinese people. This paper takes a media-centric view of South African online anti-
poaching activism, concentrating on the deployment of viral campaigns, the use of 
imagery and the discourse used to construct ideas of China.  

Through both the analysis of discourse and networks, the paper sets up a taxonomy 
of images deployed in generating anti-poaching support. It shows how this activism 
constructs politically loaded images of China and Chinese, and how the internet 
nature of this activism shapes these constructions. The paper also considers the 
impact of these campaigns from two political perspectives. In the first place, it 
weighs its effect on China-South Africa relations and China’s wider soft power in the 
country. In the second place it looks at the role these perceptions play within South 
Africa. The paper argues that ‘China’ as an imagined entity is frequently deployed as 
a symbolic weapon in the struggles between the South African government and the 
middle class. In this sense, the mediation of ‘China’ in South African discourse 
frequently stands in for struggles closer to home. The construction of poachers, East 
Asian appetites and the animals themselves therefore plays a complex role in how 
the South African middle class imagines its own government, while also impacting 
on China’s relations with Africa. 

Biographical Note 

Dr. Cobus van Staden is a lecturer in the Dep. of Media Studies at the University of 
the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. He is the co-founder of the China-Africa Project. 
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Abstracts V Abstracts V 

Verne, Julia (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 

Imagining an Afrasian Island: The Indian Ocean as an anchor to unite La Reunion?  

In history, the Indian Ocean has increasingly become the central framework for 
research focusing on historical mobilities and processes of exchange between Africa, 
the Middle East and Asia. In addition, in line with the proposed revitalization of area 
studies and a growing interest in maritime regions, anthropologists as well as 
scholars from cultural studies and literature have also started to engage with the 
Indian Ocean. They are particularly interested in the ways in which such historical 
relations are materialised, represented, imagined, and memorised today. But what if 
they are not? What if this image of the past seems to fade away? How much is it 
worth to commemorate the Indian Ocean? This presentation wishes to take up 
these questions in the context of La Reunion where a museum of the Indian Ocean 
was proposed to (re)create a sense of unity on this Afrasian island. Drawing on 
scholarly arguments, public debate, and political statements, I will discuss this 
attempt to ground the Indian Ocean in a local context. By doing so, I will specifically 
engage with the elusive nature and fluidity of the Indian Ocean that make it so 
difficult to grasp it as a transregional space.  

Biographical Note  

Julia Verne (nee Pfaff), PhD, is assistant professor at the department of human 
geography at Goethe University Frankfurt. 
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Abstracts W 

Wasserman, Herman (University of Cape Town, South Africa) 

China-Africa media: contestations and collaborations  

 China’s increased economic activity in Africa in recent years has already elicited 
much scholarly and journalistic attention. While these debates are often facilitated 
by the media, China’s activity in the African media sphere itself has in recent years 
also come under scrutiny. China has over the past number of years increased its 
influence on the African media space. Several state-owned Chinese media houses 
established offices on the continent, especially in Kenya and South Africa. These 
media include the news agency Xinhua, the newspaper China Daily as well as China 
Central Television and China Radio International. In South Africa, flows and 
contraflows of private media capital have also included investments in and by China. 
Perhaps the best known example is the South African company Naspers, which has 
reaped handsome benefits off its investment in the Chinese social media platform 
TenCent. The company owns 34% of TenCent, accounting for more than 80% of the 
South African company’s market capitalization (Steyn 2012, Peacock 2014). More 
controversially, the recent purchase of the South-African based newspaper group 
Independent Media (previously owned by the Irish magnate Tony O’Reilly) included 
a capital investment by a Chinese consortium.  

Although the traffic between Africa and China has therefore not been one-
directional, it is China’s heightened interest in African media that has raised 
questions about China’s intentions. The notion of ‘Soft Power’ (Nye 2005) has been 
used to theorise the objective of China’s media expansion, and Kurlantzick (2007) has 
pointed out strategic efforts by China to revamp its media platforms aimed at global 
audiences in order to achieve this goal. This paper wants to explore to what extent 
these soft power initiatives have already started to influence journalistic attitudes 
and practices in South Africa.  

Biographical Note 

 Herman Wasserman is Professor of Media Studies in the Centre for Film and Media 
Studies at the University of Cape Town.  
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Abstracts W Abstracts W 

Wittenberg, Hermann (University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa) / 
Highman, Kate (University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa) 

From Robben Island to Lop-nur: Setting and History in J.M. Coetzee’s Waiting for the 
Barbarians  

 In this we paper we explore the genesis of a complex transnational setting in J.M. 
Coetzee’s third novel, Waiting for the Barbarians (1980), in which Africa and China 
become geographically and politically interlinked. The landscape of the novel is 
ostensibly an unspecified desert frontier in which geographical markers of place 
were left deliberately obscure, but using archival sources in the recently-opened 
Ransom Centre Collection, we show how Coetzee imaginatively reworked a very 
specific location: the lost city of Lou-lan in the Lop-nur region of China 
[contemporary Xinjiang]. In this regard, Coetzee employed Sven Hedin’s early 20th 
century explorations of central Asia in complex ways, utilizing Hedin's milieu but 
simultaneously subverting his imperial notion of history. We argue that Coetzee 
needed to shift the embryonic novel from its original Robben Island setting in South 
Africa to Lop Nur because of a complex set of political circumstances. Tracing the 
continuities between these two locations, we show how the geopolitical 
transposition from Cape Town to Xinjiang allowed Coetzee to articulate a 
transnational anti-imperial critique that still has resonance today. An archaeology of 
the origins of the novel illuminates more direct connections between the violence 
of late apartheid and the Xinjiang region, where hegemonic aspirations of China 
continue to exclude and marginalise indigenous peoples. Our paper traces 
continuities between political oppression and state terror in apartheid South Africa 
and the contemporary discourse of the ‘global war against terrorism’. The terrain 
which Coetzee had used for his narrative more than thirty years earlier therefore 
continues to resonate with current global political complexities. 

Biographical Note 

Hermann Wittenberg teaches English at the University of the Western Cape. He has 
worked extensively on theories of spatiality, the sublime and landscape in colonial 
and postcolonial travel writing. 

Kate Highman is a postdoctoral research fellow in the English Department of the 
University of the Western Cape. 
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Chairs and discussants 

Ross Anthony is the Interim Director of the Centre for Chinese Studies. Ross’s 
research focuses on Chinese politics both domestically and in its relationship with 
Africa. 

Joseph Agbakoba is a Professor of Philosophy and Deputy Vice Chancellor of 
Madonna University Nigeria. His interests include comparative African and Asian 
development philosophies 

Adams Bodomo is Professor of African Studies at the University of Vienna. He 
founded and directed the African Studies programme at the University of Hong 
Kong. 

Mamadou Diawara is professor for anthropology at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe-
University, Frankfurt/Main, Germany, founding director of Point Sud, Bamako. 

Joanna Elfving-Hwang (PhD, Sheffield University) is an Associate Professor of Korean 
Studies at the University of Western Australia. 

Arndt Graf is Professor of Southeast Asian Studies at Goethe University Frankfurt 
and co-project leader of "Africa's Asian Options" (AFRASO). 

Heike Holbig is Professor of Political Science with a focus on Chinese and East Asian 
Area Studies at Goethe University Frankfurt. 

Sanusha Naidu is a Senior Researcher. Prior to joining the Open Society Foundation-
South Africa, she was senior researcher in the Democracy Governance and Service 
Delivery program at the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC). 

Wiebe Nauta is a Sociologist of Development and the Director of Studies of the 
Master Globalization & Development Studies at Maastricht University, Netherlands. 

Richard Powell is Professor of English at Nihon University in Tokyo.  

Ivo Ritzer is Junior Professor for Media Studies and African Studies at the University 
of Bayreuth.  

Ute Röschenthaler teaches Social and Cultural Anthropology at the Johannes 
Gutenberg University Mainz. Within AFRASO, her project focusses on trade networks 
and cultural mobility. 

Uta Ruppert is Professor of Development and Gender Studies in Political Science at 
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Chairs and discussants Chairs and discussants 

Goethe University Frankfurt. Within the AFRASO-program she (co-)leads three 
research projects. 

Frank Schulze-Engler is professor of New Anglophone Literatures and Cultures at 
Goethe University Frankfurt and co-project leader of "Africa's Asian 
Options" (AFRASO). 

Tesfaye Tafesse is geographer with a focus on social and political geography. He is 
the Head of the Center for African Studies  at Addis Ababa University since 2012  

Paul Tembe is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Chinese Studies. His research 
interests include China’s foreign policy, China-Africa relations and Chinese language 
and culture. 

Hermann Wittenberg teaches English at the University of the Western Cape. He has 
worked extensively on theories of spatiality, the sublime and landscape in colonial 
and postcolonial travel writing. 

Frank Youngman is Professor of Adult Education at the University of Botswana. He 
has written a number of publications on Africa-China issues.  
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Participants of the Plenary Round-Table Discussion and Conference Closing 

Ross Anthony (South Africa) is the Interim Director of the Centre for Chinese 
Studies. Ross’s research focuses on Chinese politics both domestically and in its 
relationship with Africa. 

Yoon Jung Park (United States of America) is a freelance researcher with affiliations 
at the Sociology Department, Rhodes University (Grahamstown, South Africa) and 
African Studies, Georgetown University (Washington, DC).  She is convener/
coordinator of the Chinese in Africa/Africans in China (CA/AC) Research Network . 

Ian Taylor (United Kingdom) is Professor in International Relations and African 
Politics at St Andrews and also Chair Professor in the School of International Studies, 
Renmin University of China. 

Adams Bodomo (Austria) is Professor of African Studies at the University of Vienna. 
He founded and directed the African Studies programme at the University of Hong 
Kong. 
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Participants of the Plenary Round-Table Discussion and Conference Closing Contact Details 

Surname First name E-Mail 

Achberger   Jessica jessica.achberger@saipar.org 

Adem Seifudein seifudein@hotmail.com 

Agbakoba Joseph jcaagbakoba@gmail.com 

Ahn Yonson y.ahn@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Anthony Ross ranthony@sun.ac.za 

Beek Jan beek@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Bergabauer Annika a.b.bergbauer@gmail.com 

Bodomo Adams adams.bodomo@univie.ac.at 

Bohler-Muller  Narnia nbohlermuller@hsrc.ac.za 

de Bruyn Tom tom.debruyn@kuleuven.be 

Diawara Mamadou diawara@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Dittgen Romain romain.dittgen@wits.ac.za 

Duarte Ana Maria anaduarte60@hotmail.com ; 
ana.duarte@isplusiadabenguela.ed.ao 

Eckl Frauke f.eckl@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Elfving-Hwang Joanna joanna.elfving-hwang@uwa.edu.au 

Esterhuyse Harrie hesterhuyse@sun.ac.za 

Fourie Elsje e.fourie@maastrichtuniversity.nl 

Fraser Jessica Jessica.fraser@nmmu.ac.za 

Ganga Gheeta geethagan@gmail.com 

Giese Karsten giese@giga-hamburg.de 

Graf Arndt arndtgraf@yahoo.de 

Grobler Bronwyn bngrobler@sun.ac.za 

Gröger André agroeger@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de 

http://sun.ac.za
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Contact Details 
Surname First name E-Mail 

Gruber Mathias gruber@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Gull Olivia Olivia.gull2@gmail.com 

Hanisch Sarah sarah.hanisch@univie.ac.at 

Harris Karen L. karen.harris@up.ac.za 

Hartig Falk hartig@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Helff Sissy helff@nelk.uni-frankfurt.de 

Highman  Kate  kate.highman@gmail.com 

Holbig Heike holbig@soz.uni-frankfurt.de 

Jaimovich Dany jaimovich@econ.uni-frankfurt.de 

Karugia John Njenga johnnjenga@gmail.com 

Kiamba Anita akiamba@yahoo.com, 
akiamba@uonbi.ac.ke 

Koffi-Tessio Marie Helene koffi-tesio@hws.edu 

Kraemer Diana kraemer@soz.uni-frankfurt.de 

Lambrechts Derica derica@sun.ac.za 

Lavery Charne charne.lavery@wits.ac.za. 

Lejeune Johannes lejeune@soz.uni-frankfurt.de 

Links Stacey s.links@uu.nl 

Ma Xiujie maxiujie16@gmail.com 

Ma Yue y.ma@ru.ac.za; yuema203@msn.com 

Mageza-Barthel Rirhandu r.mageza@soz.uni-frankfurt.de 

Mahmud Sakah sakah.mahmud@gmail.com; 
sakah.mahmud@kwasu.edu.ng 

Mudronova Jana jana.mudronova@gmail.com 

Naidu Sanusha sanusha.naidu@gmail.com 

Nauta Wiebe Werner w.nauta@maastrichtuniversity.nl 

mailto:s.links@uu.nl
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Contact Details Contact Details 

 
Surname First name E-Mail 

Nguepjouo Diderot nguepjouod@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Ojo Michael 
Afolabi 

akindadeniglimited@hotmial.com 

Osondu-Otti Adaora osondua@yahoo.com, 
osondua@abuad.edu.ng 

Park Min Joung mjparkfor@gmail.com 

Park Yoon Jung yoon1@verizon.net 

Powell Richard ricpowell@yahoo.com 

Ritzer Ivo ivo.ritzer@uni-bayreuth.de 

Röschenthaler Ute roeschenthaler@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Ruppert Uta Ruppert@soz.uni-frankfurt.de 

Samuelson Meg Meg.Samuelson@uct.ac.za 

Schmid Stefan s.schmid@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Schulze-Engler Frank schulze-engler@nelk.uni-frankfurt.de 

Schumacher Peter schumap@tcd.ie 

Steiner Tina tsteiner@sun.ac.za 

Straube Christian straube@eth.mpg.de 

Suleiman Mohammed 
Nuruddeen 

nuruddeenms@hotmail.com 

Tafesse Tesfaye tesfayeidr@yahoo.com 

Taylor Ian ict@st-and.ac.uk 

Tembe Paul ptembe@sun.ac.za 

Thiel Alena thiel@giga-hamburg.de 

Thubauville Sophia thubauville@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

van Staden Cobus cobus.vanstaden@wits.ac.za 

Verne Julia verne@geo.uni-frankfurt.de 



               68 

 
 

Contact Details 

 

Surname First name E-Mail 

Wasserman Herman herman.wasserman@uct.ac.za 

Wittenberg Hermann wittenberg.hermann@gmail.com 

Yazdi-Amirkhiz Seyed Yasin Nasser-yazdi@yahoo.com 

Youngman Frank youngman@mopipi.ub.bw 

mailto:youngman@mopipi.ub.bw
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Contact Details General information - Transport 

Airport transport 

 Please note that we do not recommend using the MyCiti bus service to 
access  the DoubleTree by Hilton. Though it is an excellent service there are 
no bus stops close to the hotel. 

 Taxis are available at the Cape Town International Airrport. Please only make 
use of registered and official taxis. If you are unsure please consult the 
information desk at the airport (the information desk can be found in-
between the two main exits). 

 It is possible to book transport before arrival through a shuttle service, we 
recommend: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(*please book shuttle services before arrival via e-mail) 

 An airport shuttle can also be organised through the Double Tree by Hilton’s 
reception desk  for guests staying at the hotel. Do note that charges will 
apply. 

 

 

 

 

Shuttle service to V&A Waterfront 

The Double Tree by Hilton offers a free shuttle service to and from the V&A 
Waterfront.  

The shuttle times are: 

Depart hotel for Waterfront: 09:00; 12:00; 15:00; 19:00. 

Depart Waterfront for hotel: 12:30; 15:30; 19:30; 22:15. 

Name E-mail Cellphone 

Calvyn Heynes from 
Calvyn’s Tours 

calvynstours@yahoo.com (+27)84 290 0460 

James Webb from Cape 
Drive 24 

capedrive24@gmail.com (+27)82 221 5784 

Name E-mail Cellphone 

Double Tree by Hilton 
reception desk 

cptue.res@hilton.com (+27)21 404 0570 
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General information and contact details 

We discourage the use of general public transportation such as trains and 
informal taxis. For information on safety, we recommend that you look at the US 

embassy's travel guide to South Africa: http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/
english/country/south-africa.html 

Security note 
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Things to do 

Ambulance (private)  : 082911 

 

Hospital (private)  : +27 21 464 5500  

    : +27 21 464 5555 ( 24 Hour emergencies) 

 

Hospital (public)  : (+27)21 404 9111  

 

Police service   : (+27)21 467 8001 

 

Cape Town is the second-most populous city in South Africa, after Johannesburg, 
and the provincial capital and primate city of the Western Cape. As the seat of the 
National Parliament, it is also the legislative capital of the country. 

In 2014 Cape Town topped the New York Times's 52 Places to go in 2014 List and 
it was designated as the World Design Capital 2014. 

For information on what to do in and around Cape Town, please visit the conference 
website, or the section “THINGS TO DO” on the Double Tree by Hilton webstie. 

Conference website   : http://ccsinfo.wix.com/aae-conference 

Double Tree by Hilton Website : http://bit.ly/1mhmbhc 

 

  

*Note on South African medical services: South Africa’s medical services are divided 
into a private and a public sector. Access to the private sector requires medical 
insurance cover or cash payment. Access to government (public) medical services are 
free for the general public, but will incur costs for foreign visitors.  

Emergency numbers 

 

General information and contact details Security note 
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Email: ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 
Telephone: +27 (0)21 808 2840 

Email: info@afraso.org 
Telephone: +49 (0)69 798-25410 


