
McKinsey Report defends interest in African mining companies 

A recent McKinsey report stated that African mining companies can improve their performance against 

competitors by developing strategies focused on investment in the sector, reports the Times Live (South 

Africa). Officials from 100 countries gathered at the 2016 Mining Indaba in Cape Town recently to discuss the 

productivity crisis in the sector. Optimism has not been lost, however. Jonathan Moore, Mining Indaba 

Managing Director, believes that by enhancing business conditions, new approaches will make Africa “one of 

the most attractive regions for mining globally" according to All Africa (South Africa).  

Nigeria to seek loan from China 

With Nigeria facing its worst economic crisis in decades, its Finance Minister Kemi Adeosun plans to travel to 

Beijing to negotiate a loan of nearly US$ 2 billion to fund its 2016 budget deficit. The Nigerian government 

intends to raise close to US$ 5 billion abroad, which includes plans to raise US$ 1 billion through Eurobond 

market for March, reports The Nation (Nigeria). So far, Nigeria faces difficulty in its plans to borrow from 

multilateral institutions and co-operation with China remains a high priority, according to Reuters (USA). 

Japan deploys more peacekeeping troops to South Sudan 

In support of the upcoming security legislation in March, the Japanese government made the decision to 

extend the Self-Defence Force (SDF) peacekeeping missions in South Sudan to the end of October, 

according to Japan Times (Japan). The SDF will support the 700 troops deployed by China in November in 

increasing efforts to maintain peace and stability in South Sudan. Their operations have been involved in 

developing infrastructures amidst the conflict between rebels and government forces and it has been 

suggested that advanced training is required to advance future SDF operations, reports Kuwait News Agency 

(Tokyo). 

China quarantine's first case of Zika Virus 

This week, the People's Hospital of Ganxian County in Jiangxi Province, began treating a 34 year old male 

who was later quarantined after doctors discovered his condition to be an imported case of the first Zika Virus 

in China, according to Xinhua (China). His symptoms began shortly after returning from Venezuela. 

Confirmed cases of the Zika virus have been reported in South America and active transmissions have also 

occurred in the United States. The BBC (China) reported that Chinese authorities anticipate that the winter 

conditions will minimise the outbreak risk of any state of emergency.  

Hong Kong protests over Lunar New Year 

The Chinese New Year celebrated on 8 February in Hong Kong was interrupted by violent protestors that 

continued into the next day, reports The Wall Street Journal (China). Tensions emerged on the first day of 

celebrations over altercations between vendors and the police. The level of violence that erupted in Kowloon’s 

Mong Kok district between activists and police closely mirrored the previous riot downtown during the 

“Umbrella Movement” of 2014. So far 38 people have been arrested and face riot charges, according to 

Reuters (Hong Kong).  
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