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Rationale of the Conference 

 

 

As China’s economic expansion continues, its role in global international affairs 
has become more prominent. A prominent instance of this  is Africa, where 
Chinese trade and investment have grown exponentially in the last decade.  

This presence on the continent will have implications regarding peace and  
security, both within Africa but also globally. The conference will deal with 
issues of security ranging from the practical nuts and bolts of investment and 
the risk involved in such ventures but also the broader picture of China’s role 
in regional and global security architectures.  

Guiding the conversation will be the premise that China’s “going out” strategy 
has been accompanied with a growing awareness of risk aversion coupled with 
obligations to play a greater role in peace and security on the continent.  

Thus the gathering will be informed by the following questions: How are  
Chinese notions of risk changing on the continent? How do questions of  
security at the level of individual economic enterprises (both private and  
state-owned) feed into larger political questions of stability? As the geo-
political situation changes, what are some of  features which characterize this 
shifting terrain on the continent? And, what kinds of forecasts can be made 
with regards to this changing role in Africa?  

The input from these debates will result in a selection of the papers  
presented to be included in a joint publication.   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NB: This is a closed conference.  
 Debates are under Chatham House rules, i.e. statements made are not to be   
 publically attributed to speakers,  in order to foster open discussions.  
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13:30 to 15:00  China’s Role in Africa: Future Security Challenges  
  

 This panel, will engage with broader issues of China’s political 
role in Africa and will attempt to sketch out future case scenarios 
this engagement.  Drawing on issues such as resource extraction,  
policy initiatives and the potential future role of global  
governance, the participants will sketch out some of the possible 
paths which China might take in relation to the shifting role of 
western powers, as well as the growth of other countries  such as 
India, Russia and Brazil.  

 

Chair:  Zhang Chun (Shanghai Institute for International Studies) 

 Antonia N'Gabala-Sodonon (Consultant to the African Union) 

 H.E. Zhong Jianhua (China’s Representative on Africa Affairs)  

 H.E.  Ochieng  Adala (Africa Peace Forum)  

Discussant:        Francois Vrey (Stellenbosch University) 

 

13:30 to 15:00  Tea/Coffee  

15:00 to 16:00  Roundtable Discussion 

 The discussion will continue the explorations covered in panel 
three but also weave into the conversation the main themes cov-
ered in the other panels. What are the main issues concerning 
the future landscape of China-Africa security issues and how can 
we contribute toward coherent policy strategies in this regard?  

 

16:00  Conference Ends 
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--- 24 April 2013--- 

 

17:30 Informal gathering and dinner 

 Participants are invited to the Lanzerac Cigar Lounge for drinks 
at 17:30, followed by dinner at 19: 00 at the Governor’s Hall  
Restaurant at the Lanzerac Estate  

--- 25 April 2013--- 

08:30 to  09:00 Registration; Tea/coffee  

09:00 to  09:30 Words of welcome to participants  

 H.E Liang Shugen, Consul General of the People's Republic of 
China in Cape Town;  
Professor Eugene Cloete, Vice Rector Research, Stellenbosch 
University  

 

09:30 to  11:00 Chinese Risk Models and Africa: a comparative  perspective  

 This panel explores the changing nature of China’s attitude to-
ward risk  regarding investment on the African continent. We 
will address the issue of an emerging “Chinese risk model”, its 
deviation from western models and how previous engagement 
in Africa has informed shifts in political risk evaluation  Case 
studies will highlight this trajectory. 

 

Chair:  TBA  

 Simon Freemantle (Standard Bank Research ) 

 Derica Lambrechts / Gerda DuToit (Stellenbosch University)  

 Lu Zhihua (China-Africa Development Fund) 

 H.E. Liu Guijin (Zhejiang Normal University)  

Discussant:     Sven Grimm (Centre for Chinese Studies, Stellenbosch) 
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11:00 to 11:30 Coffee/Tea  

11:30 to 12:30  Discussion  

12:45 to 14:00  Lunch  

14:15 to 16:00  Securing Assets: practicalities and challenges 

This panel will examine some of the practical challenges involved regarding 
the Chinese approach to securing assets and personal abroad. Issues will 
include  how Chinese personnel protect themselves and their interests in 
Africa, the role of  embassies and local governments and the rise of private 
security firms. 

 

Chair:   Gladys Mokhawa (University of Botswana) 

  Xun Jinqing (Shandong Huawei Security Group) 

  Ross Anthony (Centre for Chinese Studies, Stellenbosch) 

  Xia Liping (China Foreign Affairs University)  

  Eeben Barlow (STTEP International) 

Discussant:  Derica Lambrechts (Stellenbosch University)  

 

16:00 to 16:30 Coffee/Tea  

16:30 to 17:30  Discussion 

19:00                 Dinner 
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--- 26 April 2013--- 

 

08:30 to 09:00  Tea/Coffee 

09:00 to 10:30    The Question of Non-interference and China’s growing Role in African  
Regional Security 

 Chinese economic investment in Africa has been accompanied by its increas-
ing role as arbitrator in regional African affairs, as witnessed in the Sudan, 
Liberia and more recently, Mali. This panel examines China’s growing role in 
African security.  How will such efforts play out in relation to the traditional 
(and dominant) role of former colonial powers and the US? Will such efforts 
challenge China’s own ‘non-interference’ policy?  

 

Chair:   Steven Kuo (University of Western Cape) 

  James Hall (Consultancy Africa Intelligence)  

  Festus Aubyn (Kofi Annan Internat. Peacekeeping &Training Center) 

  Thomas Wheeler (Saferworld)  

  Jiang Hangkun (Zhejiang Normal University)  

Discussant:  Alfredo Hengari (South African Institute of International Affairs)  

 

10:30 to 11:00 Coffee/Tea  

11:00 to 12:00 Discussion  

12:15 to 13:15      Lunch  
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