
Confucius Institute further enhances China-Africa relationship 

The Confucius Institute (CI) provides academics with resources to promote understanding between China and 

Africa. In his address to academics, diplomats and government officials in Pretoria, David Monyae, the co-

director of the University of Johannesburg’s CI emphasised the significance of cultural exchanges within 

academic institutions, reports ECNS (China). The Johannesburg Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Co-

operation (FOCAC) last year highlighted the significance of people-to-people relations. This effort will go 

beyond the signing of trade deals and the holding of high political elite meetings, according to Xinhua (China).   

China “Two Child” Policy puts strain on health systems 

China’s one child policy has had negative implications for the working age population, aged 15 to 64. The 

country faces labour shortages and the challenges of demographic aging. Since January, the new family 

planning law permits couples to have a second child and is expected to aid in boosting China’s labour force 

demands, reports The Telegraph (UK). However, population growth has put increased pressure on public 

services particularly, health services. According to China Daily (China), the two child policy has created a 

shortage of trained pediatricians as the number of patients has doubled and continues to rise. The National 

Health and Family Planning Commission announced plans to manage the shortfall by enrolling and training 

more students in pediatric courses. 

BRICS New Development Bank set to open regional centre 

South African Finance Minister, Pravin Gordhan, announced that the BRICS New Development Bank plans to 

open its first Africa Regional Center in Johannesburg in March, reports Shanghai Daily (China). BRICS nations 

hope that support from emerging economies will reduce dependence on development loans from the World 

Bank by introducing an alternative avenue for financing. Gordhan believes that a regional centre in Africa “will 

facilitate access to global finance by African investors and institutions,” according to The BRICS Post 

(England).    

China supports increased African representation in the United Nations Security Council 

Recently, China's permanent representative to the United Nations (UN), Liu Jieyi called for the United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC) reform to prioritise the needs of African countries during inter-governmental 

negotiation processes. The membership of the UN has risen from 51 to 193 since its establishment, with the 

majority coming from developing countries, according to Xinhua (Beijing). Liu proposed that the Security 

Council create conditions to increase the representation of African countries, reports Shanghai Daily (China).  

 

US-China draft new sanctions on North Korea 

The United States (US) and China have agreed on a resolution draft for UNSC sanctions against North Korea. 

Since 2006, North Korea has faced sanctions in violation of Security Council resolutions which include bans on 

trading nuclear technology and an arms embargo. The Guardian (USA) reports, the US and China are divided 

over whether to impose harsher sanctions following a nuclear test and launching of a satellite rocket by North 

Korea earlier this year. The US argues for tighter sanctions against North Korea, while China has suggested 

more dialogue is necessary before imposing punitive measures, reports New York Post (USA). 
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