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CPPCC and NPC commence 2016 annual sessions 

The Fourth Session of the 12th National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference 

(CPPCC) is set to convene this week, according to Xinhua (China). CPPCC members serve as advisors for the 

government and legislative and judicial organs, and put forward proposals on major political and social issues. 

A draft of the 13th Five-year Plan (2016-2020) will be submitted to lawmakers from the National People's 

Congress (NPC) for review and approval. China's goal of building a "comprehensively well-off society," will be 

highlighted, according to Global Times (China).   

Oxfam initiates Africa-China dialogue in Ethiopia 

Oxfam has announced that it will be collaborating with its liaison office to the African Union (AU) to launch a 

new “Africa-China Dialogue Platform” in Addis Ababa. The platform will facilitate debates and discussions on 

advancing the Africa-China partnership, particularly in foreign direct investment and sustainable agriculture, 

according to Xinhua (China). These discussions seek to improve food security for all citizens, by expanding 

development programs in critical sectors such as agriculture. It aims to supplement existing commitments 

made by African governments to invest 10 per cent of their national budgets in agriculture with private 

investments, reports Africa News (South Africa).  

China buys brewer in historic acquisition 

The world’s largest brewer, Anheuser-Busch (AB) InBev, has agreed to sell SABMiller to China Resources 

Beer Co. for a 49 percent stake in Snow Breweries. The acquisition will provide China Resources Beer Co. 

with a 30 per cent market share and make it the largest brewer in China, reports The Wall Street Journal 

(USA). China is currently the largest beer market by volume in the world. If Chinese regulators approve the 

acquisition, the US$ 121 billion deal will be the third largest deal in history, according to Business Day (South 

Africa). 

Chinese government assists ecological conservation in Kenya 

The Chinese Embassy and Chinese businesses in Kenya initiated "Building a Good Image and Promoting Win-

Win Cooperation". According to Xinhua (China), this programme aims to promote social, cultural and wildlife 

conservation cooperation between China and Kenya. Furthermore, it aims to ensure Chinese firms comply with 

strict business ethics and local regulations of the host community. The Chinese government tries to keep its 

pledge to help African countries protect and preserve wildlife species and plans to engage with local 

communities to advance ecological protection in  Kenya, reports Shanghai Daily (China).  

United Nations imposes new sanctions on North Korea 

The United Nations Security Council accepted a resolution for sanctions on North Korea, drafted by the United 

States (US) and China. The Security Council has imposed four sets of sanctions on North Korea since it first 

tested an atomic device in 2006. According to the Daily Mail (UK), a UN panel of experts said, there are "no 

indications that the country intends to abandon its nuclear and ballistic missile programmes", which raises 

"serious questions about the efficacy of the current United Nations sanctions regime," a resolution will attempt 

to reduce the flow of money going into North Korea’s nuclear weapons program by expanding on existing 

sanctions, which will include bans on mineral exports, according to Reuters (USA).  
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