
China-US open Nuclear Security Centre 

The China Atomic Energy Authority (CAEA) and the United States (US) Department of Energy have opened 

the Nuclear Security Centre of Excellence in Beijing. In an agreement made in 2010, it was established that 

China would administer the centre’s nuclear programme and the US would be responsible for providing 

nuclear security equipment, reports Xinhua (China). The centre has the capacity to train 2,000 nuclear 

security staff each year. It is the largest nuclear security centre in the Asia-Pacific region and marks a 

significant achievement in China-US nuclear security co-operation on the peaceful use of nuclear power, 

according to CCTV (China).       

Nepal and China expand bilateral co-operation 

China and Nepal have issued a joint statement on agreements which aim to strengthen bilateral co-operation 

in areas of tourism, free trade, transit transport, finance, energy, climate change and intellectual property, 

reports Review Nepal (Nepal). Nepal’s prime minster, Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli, travelled to Beijing for talks 

with Premier Li Keqiang, and Chinese President, Xi Jinping over issues including Nepal’s support of China’s 

One Belt, One Road initiative. According to The Diplomat (USA), transportation infrastructure between Nepal 

and China is limited and connecting China’s rail network to Nepal will expand their economic interconnectivity. 

China Hosts the first Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) Meeting  

Leaders from six countries along the Lancang-Mekong River convened in China to discuss strengthening 

regional co-operation. Under the theme of “Shared River, Shared Future,” countries including China, Thailand, 

Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam issued a joint declaration after the meeting for co-operative peace and 

development among Lancang-Mekong Countries, reports the Latin American Tribune (Venezuela). Chinese 

Premier, Li Keqiang announced at the meeting, “The Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) mechanism comes 

as a natural result of our existing co-operation, and will take full advantage of our close geographic proximity, 

traditional friendship and complementary economies," according to Shanghai Daily (China). 

China and Gambia renew Diplomatic relations  

Gambia and China have signed of a Joint Communique to resume diplomatic ties. The communiqué plans to 

explore co-operation in areas of agriculture, trade, infrastructure and investment, according to ECNS (China). 

In 1995 Beijing had suspended relations with Gambia after it established relations with Taiwan. Having ended 

relations with Taiwan since 2013, Gambia has agreed on the one-China principle as a prerequisite for relations 

with China. The principle considers Taiwan as part of China’s territory, thus Gambia cannot engage in any 

official relations with Taiwan, reports The Wall Street Journal (USA).  

The Preferential Trade Area (PTA) Bank partners with China to Finance African projects  

The Preferential Trade Area (PTA) Bank announced plans to partner with the Chinese Exim Bank and other 

Chinese financial institutions to finance infrastructure projects in Africa. According to Business News (South 

Africa), PTA is an example of the growing and positive trend of multilateral development banks working 

towards providing crucial finance towards development projects in Africa. Many African countries are 

confronted with under investment and face significant infrastructure deficits of which regional financial 

institutions such as PTA aim to help bridge Africa’s infrastructure gap, reports Xinhua (China).  
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