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Twin earthquakes occur in Japan and Ecuador  

Last week Thursday, an earthquake hit Kyushu, Japan's third largest island, with a 7.3 magnitude, killing 41 

people. On Saturday, another earthquake occurred in Ecuador with magnitude of 7.8, the death toll is rising to 

500 people. According to CBC (Canada), the two countries are both located on the Pacific Rim but 

seismologists indicate that the earthquakes are not related. The Red Cross Society of China has provided US$ 

100,000 in cash for emergency assistance to Ecuador. Hua Chunying of the Chinese Foreign Ministry says the 

Chinese government is developing a humanitarian assistance plan and will provide satellite pictures to Ecuador 

for relief efforts, reports CCTV (China). 

China plans to start importing from Nigeria 

The governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria, Godwin Emefiele has announced that Nigeria’s federal 

government is negotiating with China to export more products from Nigeria. This measure aims to reduce the 

trade gap between the two countries and will benefit structural reform in Nigeria because this will put less 

pressure on the dollar and the countries’ reserves, reports Vanguard (Nigeria). Emefiele said, part of the deal 

between China and Nigeria would be that Nigeria plays an central role as China’s trading hub in West Africa, 

according to All Africa (South Africa). 

Africa to co-host Chinese SME Fair 

The 13th China International Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SME) fair will have Cote d'Ivoire as the first 

African country as a co-host of the event in June 2016. SMEs are important contributors to economic growth. 

According to a report by the World Trade Organization (WTO), in 2014 SMEs made up to 60 per cent of 

China’s Gross domestic product (GDP). However, in Africa, SMEs lack the necessary technological and 

financial tools to develop such growth for Africa, according to News Day (Zimbabwe). It is anticipated that 

partnering with an Africa country will expand the fair’s international influence, reports China Daily (China).   

Chinese scientists making progress on Zika virus research 

Chinese scientists have figured the structure of the Zika virus NS1 protein transmitted by the Aedes aegypti 

mosquito and how it interacts with the host during the infection process, Crienglish (China) reports. As Zika 

virus outbreaks have been reported in over 30 countries, this discovery can help in the global prevention of 

further Zika epidemics. In South America, shortages of medical supplies have worsened the Zika epidemic, 

China has responded by providing medical supplies as humanitarian aid to countries like Venezuela which   

bear the highest burden of the epidemic, according to Xinhua (China).   

China completes construction on Asia’s longest bridge 

The Longjiang Grand Bridge in southwest China's Yunnan Province is complete and has passed load tests. 

The new bridge, connecting the cities of Baoshan and Tengchong, to Myanmar will open to traffic on May 1. At 

over 8,000 feet long and 920 feet high and built across two mountains, it is now Asia’s highest and longest 

bridge, reports People Daily (China). The project took five years to construct and cost US$ 278 million to build, 

according to 9 News (Australia).      
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