
China censors reports on ‘Panama Papers’ 

11.5 million confidential documents containing detailed information of about over 214, 000 offshore companies  
has leaked from the Panamanian law firm, Mossack Fonseca. The documents list people involved in using 
secretive offshore companies to store their wealth as well as possible illegal activities. The Guardian (UK) 
reports, some relatives of China’s top leaders have been listed on the leaked documents.  It is reported that 
news organisations in China have been instructed to censor all reports on China relating to the disclosure of 
the highly sensitive information, according to The Wall Street Journal (US). 

China-UK prepared to enhance bi-lateral co-operation 

During a visit from British Prince Andrew to China, President Xi Jinping expressed his willingness to promote 

cultural co-operation between British and Chinese people, according to China Daily (China). Talks between the 

two included plans to improve public support for China and United Kingdom (UK) relations. This comes at a 

critical time when some of China’s state-backed steel mills are being accused of dumping excess production in 

Britain, reports The Telegraph (UK). By increasing high-level communications through bi-lateral dialogue 

mechanisms, China and the UK hope to deepen co-operation in order to better benefit the two sides.   

Chinese imports in Kenya cross US$ 30 million mark 

China has surpassed India as Nairobi’s largest importer, at US$ 31 million. China is the first country to cross 

the US$ 30 million mark in exports to Kenya, reports All Africa (South Africa). A report published by the World 

Bank group (US) shows China’s transition to consumption-driven growth and addresses some of the emerging 

benefits from China’s presence in Kenya beyond the agriculture sector. The report highlights the benefits 

coming through from affordable shipping in Kenya through infrastructure projects such as the Standard Gauge 

Railway linking Nairobi to Mombasa, built by the China Road and Bridge Corporation.  

Nigerian President invited for state visit in China 

Chinese President, Xi Jinping has invited Nigeria President, Mohammadu Buhari for a visit to strengthen bi-

lateral relations. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Lu Kang announced, “the visit will give new impetus 

to the all-round development of the China-Nigeria strategic partnership of co-operation,” reports Xinuha 

(China). According to Reuters (US), during the visit President Buhari will sign a loan deal with China as part of 

the co-operation agreements. Nigeria plans to raise US$ 5 billion to cover part of its 2016 budget; it is 

expected that the loan will help finance infrastructure projects in Nigeria.   

China-Sierra Leone Friendship Bio-safety Laboratory now detecting Zika virus  

Chinese Ambassador, Zhao Yanbo has confirmed that the China-Sierra Leone Friendship Bio-safety 

Laboratory is now capable of Zika Virus detection. The Bio-safety Laboratory has played a significant role in 

the fight against the Ebola epidemic in Sierra Leone and plans to expand to higher levels of disease prevention 

and control in the post-Ebola period, according to Awoko (Sierra Leone). Sierra Leone is susceptible to the 

threat of imported cases of the virus. All Africa (South Africa) reports, the laboratory aims to assist in elevating 

the capacity of public health and disease control in Sierra Leone. 
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