
Huawei partners with Techno Brain in Ethiopia 

China’s Huawei and Techno Brain have officially launched the Huawei Authorized Learning Partnership 

(HALP) in Ethiopia, reports Xinhua (China). Techno Brain is Africa’s leading software application provider and 

the new partnership aims to provide Information Technology (IT) development for world class Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) solutions in Ethiopia, by offering training skill upgrades for ICT professionals. 

This comes following Huawei’s pledge as part of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 

Communications Regulators Association of Southern Africa (CRASA) to enhance ICT literacy and ICT 

infrastructure development in Southern Africa through partnership, according to IT New Africa (South Africa).    

Zimbabwe receives food aid from China to help alleviate the effects of drought 

In the aftermath of an El-Nino induced drought that has left up to 4 million people in need of food aid, the 

Chinese government has donated US$ 24.6 million worth of rice to Zimbabwe. It is reported that Zimbabwe still 

requires more resources to meet the US$ 18.3 million needed to mitigate the drought, according to Xinhua 

(China). At a consultative meeting with the United Nations and the government of Zimbabwe, Chinese 

Ambassador to Zimbabwe, Huang Ping, expressed China’s willingness to continue to provide for Zimbabwe’s 

food aid needs, reports Voice of America (USA).  

China and the Czech Republic establish strategic partnership 

Czech President, Milos Zeman, and Chinese President, Xi Jinping, have signed an agreement aimed at 

boosting political, cultural and economic ties between the two countries. According to CCTV America (USA), 

since joining the European Union (EU) in 2004, the Czech Republic has gained the reputation for attracting 

global investment. At the dinner of welcome for the Chinese leader in Prague, President Zeman announced, "I 

would like the Czech Republic to become... an entry gate for the People's Republic of China to the EU," reports 

Reuters (USA). 

China secures loan from the World Bank for pollution control projects 

The World Bank (WB) has approved a US$ 500 million loan to fund projects aimed at reducing air pollution 

and boosting renewable energy sources in Chinese cities. According to The Business Times (Singapore), 

China is the world’s top carbon emitter and in 2015, 80 per cent of 338 cities monitored in China failed to meet 

official standards. The loan from the WB is part of a US$ 1.4 billion climate finance programme over the next 

six years for China’s Environmental Protection Law, which took effect in 2015, reports Climate Action (UK). 

The World Health Organization encourages increased regulation over Chinese vaccines 

The World Health Organization (WHO) announced its confidence in China’s vaccine distribution despite the 

recent health scandal. CCTV America (USA) reports, Chinese police have apprehended 130 people suspected 

of illegally trading vaccines that were expired or improperly stored across China, since 2011. Vaccines in the 

private market are held to different standards than government-distributed vaccines. China’s drug regulators 

have begun an investigation after it was revealed that weak regulators were the cause for problems in the 

distribution of vaccines on the private market, according to the Wall Street Journal (USA). 
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