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President Xi Jinping takes on new title as Commander in Chief 

Following a visit to the Joint Battle Command Center of China’s Central Military Commission, Chinese 

state media unveiled President Xi Jinping’s new title as Commander in Chief of the Joint Battle Command 

Center, BBC (UK) reports. In recent years China's foreign policy has become increasingly assertive, par-

ticularly with its claims to disputed territories in the South China Sea. According to The New York Times 

(US), President Xi’s hope his new role will change traditional issues affecting Chinese military such as 

weak coordination of its various forces.    

Countries sign Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

175 countries have signed the Paris agreement on Climate Change. As the worlds top carbon emitter, 

China has given formal consent to complete domestic strategies before the G20 Summit in September 

2016, reports CCTV (China). During China’s presidency of the G20’s 2016 meeting, it has emphasized 

green financing as a vital agenda. The Green Finance Task Force co-convened by China's central bank 

and the United Nations Environment Program have developed 14 proposals which cover fiscal, regulato-

ry, judicial and institutional innovations, according to CTV News (Canada). These aim to encourage public 

and private investment in environmental protection and climate change mitigation.  

China finalising law to control foreign Non-Governmental Organisations 

Chinese lawmakers have reviewed a third draft of a law that treats overseas nonprofit groups as potential 

security threats. Last year, Russia and India also cited security concerns for introducing similar laws for 

foreign NGOs, according to The New York Times (US). However, the Chinese government hopes this 

new law will give foreign NGOs a clear path to legal status. With over 7,000 groups operating in China, 

The Wall Street Journal (US) indicates that most NGOs have no legal way to register as nonprofits and 

will either have to register as a business or not at all.  

China supports capacity building in Africa’s geoinformation 

The international forum on geospatial information management met in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. At its con-

clusion Li Pendge, Deputy Head of China's National Administration of Surveying, Mapping and Geoinfor-

mation emphasised China’s willingness to contribute to Africa's capacity building in geoinformation. Chi-

na’s geographic information industry has grown annually by 20 per cent since 2011, according to The 

Economic Times (India). China has been providing training, donating equipment and sharing satellite im-

ages with various African countries. It is reported, China plans to continue to contribute to Africa's geoinfor-

mation capacity building in terms expertise and also in technology, according to Xinhua (China).  

South African officials to study Special Economic Zones in China 

As part of five year agreement signed by South Africa and China in 2014, up to 30 South African govern-

ment officials will receive a month-long Capacity Building Programme on the Special Economic Zones 

(SEZs) in China. The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) announced that a group of 20 government 

officials would depart for Tianjin, China, SABC (South Africa) reports. The South African government 

hopes this will benefit economic growth by creating a pool of skilled and trained policy-makers and devel-

opment practitioners who are equipped with the technical know-how on the planning, development, man-

agement and operations of SEZ’s, according to All Africa (South Africa). 
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