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China’s engagement with Africa in 2015 was a year of contradictions. On 

the one hand, the Forum on China Africa Co-operation (FOCAC) – a summit 

held in Johannesburg in December and attended by most African heads of 

state, as well as Chinese president, Xi Jinping — resulted in China offering 

US$ 60 billion in development finance to Africa. Additionally, China has ex-

tended US$ 6.5 billion (ZAR 94 Billion) to South Africa (covering sectors such 

as rail, transport, electricity and renewable energy). This sum is unprece-

dented insofar as it is triple the amount doled out in the previous FOCAC 

meeting in 2013.  

On the other hand, China’s domestic economy in 2015 has faced challenges , 

with its economy reaching the slowest rate of growth in a quarter of a century (although, at 6.9 

per cent still impressive by most standards). As China’s predominant imports from Africa are raw 

materials, this is having a significant impact on African economies. In light of this, the unprece-

dented assistance offered to Africa during this time of economic stress, signals China’s long term 

engagement with the African continent, even in times of domestic economic turbulence   

These events made for a busy year at the Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS), particularly in terms 

of international visibility. The centre hosted an international conference focusing on the FOCAC 

2015 meeting, in which a number of speakers from China, Africa, the United States (US) and else-

where, discussed a broad array of issues, including potential industrialization, corporate social 

responsibility and new models of funding. The Centre additionally hosted a novel conference in 

conjunction with Goethe University’s AFRASO (Africa’s Asian Options) centre, which was very 

broad in scope, both territorially (covering all of Asia) and in terms of discipline (including politi-

cal science, economics, literature, anthropology, musicology, visual art, sociology and film). The 

conference, entitled ‘Rethinking African Asian Relationships’, was truly global in its participation  

and exposed the centre to a host of approaches toward the Asia-Africa engagement. CCS staff 

additionally presented their work in a number of countries, including, the US, Kenya, China, Ger-

many and Namibia. In Ghana, several members of the centre presented a panel on the centre 

itself: a reflection on a decade of running a China institute within an African context.  

FOCAC also played a key role in the centre’s research output in 2015. The CCS compiled a series 

of articles for our publication, The China Monitor, by some of the most prominent figures in the 

field of China-Africa studies. Additionally, an in-house series of policy briefings were published on 

a host of topics including economics, political development and environmental issues, all of 

which were widely circulated within South Africa and abroad. Academic papers and book chap-

ters published by CCS staff in 2015 were wide-ranging, including work on China’s engagement in 

the African water sector, Chinese investments in South African manufacturing, China’s domestic 

economic and social landscape as well as comparing labour relations in South African—Korean 

Dr. Ross Anthony 

Interim Director 

CCS 

编者寄语 Editorial 
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编者寄语 Editorial 
 

relations.  

In terms of personnel, the CCS research environment has been enriched this year by a number of 

visiting scholars, including staff and students from Zhejiang Normal University, St. Andrews Uni-

versity, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and the University of North Carolina, as well as 

our two annual Open Society-funded Phandulwazi scholars, from Nigeria and Mauritius respec-

tively. Our own staff carried out several projects in the China region and Vietnam, in conjunction 

with partner institutions such as Yunnan University, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and 

National Chengchi University in Taiwan. Additionally, the CCS staff capacity has increased with 

the arrival of Post-Doctoral fellow Emmanuel Igbinoba, a Nigerian economist who recently com-

pleted his PhD in International Economics from the University of Rome in Italy.  

Another highlight of 2015 has been an increasing  focus on the teaching of China, and the greater 

East Asian region, to African students. The CCS has now amended its constitution to include it as 

a ‘Type 2’ research centre, enabling it to carry out teaching as well as research. The centre has 

made formal submissions for a Post-Graduate programme in Modern China Studies and a Mas-

ter’s Degree in China Studies to the Department of Higher Education, which we anticipate will 

start in 2018. Additionally, we held a highly successful comprehensive course in China-Africa rela-

tions for post-graduate international students in which we were able to showcase a broad spec-

trum of our expertise. Staff also taught courses in the department of Modern Foreign Languages 

Mandarin programme and the Department of Political Science. In 2016, the Centre will increase 

its teaching capacity, including the development of short courses, online courses and a summer 

school. This transition, while taking a few years to achieve, will eventually envision the centre as  

more comprehensive in its educational purpose—that is to say, fully both a teaching and re-

search institute.   

In what follows, we offer a selection of highlights from the 2015 year.  

We hope you enjoy the read!  
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欢迎词 Words of Welcome 

As one of the foremost research and teaching universities in Africa, it is 

vital that Stellenbosch University keep abreast of significant socio-

economic and political shifts on the continent and produce relevant 

knowledge accordingly. The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS), which for 

over a decade has served as the most prominent source of research on 

China and its engagement with Africa on the continent, is illustrative of the 

university’s adaptation toward new research agendas.  

Within recent years, the Centre has begun to prioritize teaching on China, 

China in Africa and the broader East Asian region to local and international 

students as well as to the broader community (business, NGO’s govern-

ment etc.). Within the South African context of increased transformation 

of university curricula, the introduction of this important but historically 

neglected region, will better equip students to deal with challenges and 

opportunities in the 21st century. Across Africa more broadly, as well as in 

China, the Centre's work continues to serve as a valuable knowledge resource, with both regions en-

gaging in staff exchange and joint research.  

New currents of globalization, such as the China-Africa relationship, the BRICS grouping and South-

South development co-operation, continue to be of interest not only to the actors in these relation-

ships but also to the broader international community.  The CCS has tapped into this wider interest in 

a number of ways, including the hosting of several international conferences in 2015 as well as pub-

lishing a series of policy papers by internationally renowned scholars focusing on the tri-annual Forum 

on China Africa Cooperation (which was held in Johannesburg at the end of 2015). The Centre’s jour-

nal, African East Asian Affairs, attracts contributions from around the world and serves as a prominent 

global platform for intellectual debate within the field.  

I welcome readers to sample some of the Centre's work and achievements in the pages to follow and 

wish the Centre success for 2016.     

Prof. Tony Leysens 

Vice - Dean (Social  

Science)  

Stellenbosch University 
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政治纽带 Political Relations  

Nollywood: an untapped opportunity for 

deepening China-Africa relations?  
Most current news on China or China-Africa relations is focused on trade and investments, 

particularly in the resource and infrastructure sectors, which is often portrayed in a negative 

light. Thus, one is left wondering what could bring about a positive flare to the news coverage 

of China-Africa relations. One answer lies in the recent celebration of 10 years of the Strategic 

partnership between China and Nigeria held by the Chinese Embassy in Lagos. During the 

celebration Chinese ambassador to Nigeria, Gu Xiaojie, hailed the Nigerian movie industry, also 

known as Nollywood, as Nigeria’s trademark in the world. Ambassador Gu expectedly hailed 

the economic and political ties between Nigeria and China, however, he also focused on the 

increasingly vibrant people-to-people engagement and cultural exchanges in areas of 

education, culture, and science and technology. What remains to be seen is whether 

Nollywood can play a role in further enhancing people-to-people ties and cultural 

understanding by co-operating with China in making documentaries or feature films with 

themes such as “Chinese in Africa” or “Africans in China”.  

Nollywood: Africa’s soft power?  

Nollywood is the second largest movie industry in the world, after India’s Bollywood. It surpassed 

Hollywood by volume in 2009, and is now a US$ 3 billion sector (data from 2014) with 1844 

movies produced in 2013 alone. In addition to producing just short of 2000 movies a year, 

Nollywood is the second largest employer after agriculture, accounting for over 1 million 

employees. Per week, there are about 50 films produced, generating a rough US$ 600 million for 

the Nigerian economy annually. And while Nollywood is a large movie industry, its reputation 

globally has been rather negative, influenced predominantly by alleged shoddy movie 

production. However, in recent years, numerous young film makers and producers have 

emerged, also called the New Nigerian Cinema, who are striving to place Nollywood side by side 

with Hollywood, not only in quantity but also quality. In addition, movie streaming giant Netflix 

has dedicated an entire section to Nollywood, and Nigerian online platform for on-demand films, 

iRokotv, already streams home-grown movies to the Nigerian diaspora around the world. On 

average a feature movie sells 50 000 copies at about US$ 2 a DVD, offering Africans and people 

living in the diaspora an affordable entertainment option. This model of rapid production and 

home consumption is now being replicated across the continent with countries such as 

Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya and Mali adopting it. By producing 50 movies per week and covering a 

wide array of stories, such as romance and drama, to comedy and witchcraft, Nollywood 

manages to capture viewers domestically and regionally. However, globally Nollywood is still 
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政治纽带 Political Relations  
waiting for that wide-reach and according to Nigerian producer Kunle Afolayan: “The truth is key 

players in the global movie industry still have little idea what Nollywood is about” (Bright, 2015).  

Strengthening people to people relations through movies  

Along with the broadening/deepening Sino-African ties, in recent years African movies have 

increasingly used China as the backdrop for their movie sets as well as focused on dramatizations 

of romantic relationships between Chinese people and Africans. The most recent example of an 

African movie shot partly in China is the 2015 Ghanaian romantic-comedy: “Kalybos in China”, 

while 2013 movie “King of Guangzhou” portrays a Nigerian man fighting to stay in China with his 

pregnant wife in spite of rising racial tensions  and facing deportation. Movies like this one not 

only resonate with Africans living in diaspora but can also contribute to Chinese people and 

people around the world’s understanding of cultural nuances and disparities of Africans living in 

China. What is, however, needed are movies that would replicate this pattern in Africa by 

focusing on Chinese migrants living across the African continent. In Africa there is no shortage of 

talent, including actors, singers and dancers, however, the continent has not been able to profit 

from it. Furthermore, Africa’s presence in global markets for creative goods and services has 

been stagnant due to its limited supply capacity, lack of intellectual property knowledge and lack 

of strict copyright regulations. Piracy plagues the Nigerian film industry as regulations on rights 

and distribution are lacking, which means that the filmmakers are incurring substantial losses in 

addition to working on already very tight budgets. In addition, lack of infrastructure such as 

cinemas and theatres makes the probability of profit from creative sectors slim. In comparison to 

40000 cinemas in the US, 20000 in India and 13000 in China, Africa in total has less than 1000 

cinemas, which accounts for roughly 1 cinema per 1 million people. This illustrates that there is 

an untapped potential for growth in a place most investors omit. With China’s recent reiteration 

of the importance of its strategic partnership with Nigeria as with most other African states, and 

its commitment to co-operation for mutual benefit and pledging further investments in Africa’s 

much needed infrastructure sectors, the movie industry and the accompanying infrastructure 

(cinemas, production studios, theatres, etc.) may be another potential investment opportunity 

for China and a growth opportunity for Africa. More importantly, through the inclusion of more 

Chinarelated themes in African movie productions, the people-to-people exchanges between 

China and Africa would increase. Moreover, by Nollywood including documentaries that follow 

Chinese small traders in Africa or Africans in China (for instance the Nigerian traders in 

Guangzhou) one could get a more balanced view of the often misunderstood cultural nuances 

and differences on both sides. Lastly, through Chinese media companies increasingly entering the 

African broadcasting market (StarTimes for instance) and providing cheaper online streaming 

opportunities for Africans than the South African MultiChoice DSTV, the potential is there that 

African movies (not only Nollywood productions) will penetrate further into the African market 

but also be broadcasted in China.  
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政治纽带 Political Relations  
Conclusion  

The above-mentioned is an untapped opportunity for investment for China as well as growth for 

Nigeria and wider Africa, and thus, should not be brushed off but rather embraced by both sides 

as it brings mutual benefits. In conclusion, what better way of confronting and hopefully 

understanding the many complexities of the China-Africa relationship, than by seeing it through a 

medium that the majority of people (including the poor and illiterate) can relate to and access 

with ever increasing ease, than the movies?  

Nuša Tukić  

Research Analyst 

Centre for Chinese Studies 
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Background 

In the last decade, South Africa’s foreign policy has shifted from one which actively advocated 

human rights and democracy abroad to one considered practical. Nelson Mandela’s appeal to 

promote these values with whomever South Africa engaged with has given way to what is some-

times referred to as ‘economic pragmatism’ – a strategy where economic primacy moves these 

kinds of issues much lower on the agenda. This latter strategy has implications both economic 

and political. For example, China, South Africa’s largest trading partner, is sensitive toward the 

active promotion of political ideologies abroad. Thus, Mandela’s aspirations of promoting human 

rights and democracy abroad is not appropriate in terms of dealing with China – as even large 

countries such as Britain and the United States have discovered. With billions of dollars worth of 

trade per annum at stake, South Africa can ill-afford to alienate this relationship.  

It has been asserted that the rise of these new powers, particularly with regard to those who 

have testy relations with western powers, are providing Africa with geopolitical alternatives to 

the norm for the past half century. This is not to say that such countries are explicitly advocating 

that African countries re-adopt their foreign policy outlook. Rather, their models serve as a way 

of enabling certain African actors to enable more of their own agency – even if the main expres-

sion of this agency is to assert resistance to western norms. The fact that such countries are, 

when compared to African states, economically powerful, offers African countries the ability to 

shift allegiances in the international arena without incurring the same degree of financial conse-

quence they are used to.  

Certain commentators have made a link between these shifts and the broader geopolitical con-

text of the rise of developing world powers, particularly members in the BRICS cluster. As is often 

pointed out, BRICS itself has little coherence in terms of a common platform of shared values 

guiding domestic political governance. Nevertheless, historically, these mainly developing coun-

tries have symbolically united through the likes of colonialism, the Cold War, the Non Aligned 

Movement, and the Bandung conference of 1955. The principle of ‘non interference’ in the affairs 

of other countries, strongly informed by the colonial and anti-capitalist experiences of the 19th 

and 20th Centuries, was one of the outcomes of the conference. This principle continues to exist 

in the foreign policies of many of the countries involved today and offer support to the idea of 

政治纽带 Political Relations  

South African foreign policy and emerging 

powers 

In recent years, South Africa has made a number of foreign policy decisions which signals a 

shift away from its traditional western allies. South Africa’s voting record at the United Nations 

(UN), and high-profile incidents such as the recent hosting of Omar al-Bashir, the Dalai Lama 

visa debacles have brought into discussion whether South African foreign policy is making a 

decisive turn, and if so, toward where?  
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countries economically engaging with each other without being dictated to by external powers. 

The continued currency in the language of ‘non-interference’ dovetails well with the kind of eco-

nomic pragmatism which South Africa has adopted in its foreign policy today.  

Ambivalence  

While the activities of the South African government increasingly suggest what South African for-

eign policy is shifting away from, there is less evidence to suggest where, precisely, it is headed. 

In both the cases of the al-Bashir invitation and the Dalai Lama visa debacle, obfuscation, rather 

than clarity accompanied these events. Both series of events were brought about through issues 

of legal technicality: the Dalai Lama’s not being granted a visa due to procedural issues or al-

Bashir coming to South Africa on grounds that the African Union (AU) functions are outside of the 

jurisdiction of the South African government. The latter case was particularly confusing insofar as 

South Africa was a signatory to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, which oblig-

es it to arrest al-Bashir. Even the technical argument that he is allowed to visit as an AU delegate 

but not as a head of state signals confusion at the level of South Africa’s core, national identity.  

In some regards, South African foreign policy may not have to change too much at all. Emerging 

powers offer new perspectives on the discourse of international relations itself. For instance, Chi-

na has its own grasp on what constitutes ‘human rights’ and ‘democracy’, with White Papers on 

both topics. China has not put any ban on discussion of such topics domestically – but rather sees 

development as enabler of individual freedom, as thus one of the best form of human rights pro-

motion. As for democracy, the Party views itself as having the support from the majority of the 

country in enabling a better life for all. Xi Jinping’s concept of the ‘China Dream’ envisions a China 

in which all Chinese can pursue their individual dreams, facilitated by good governance by both 

state and Party. China even launched an ‘African Dream’ initiative at around the same time – 

which promotes the ideas of Africans doing something similar. These and other values are con-

ceptualized differently amongst emerging powers – a discourse which traditional powers are still 

relatively unfamiliar with.  

Clear alternatives?  

In gazing into the crystal ball of the future, can one assert that foreign policy contradiction will be 

a set feature of South African foreign policy? This question is worth asking within the broader ge-

opolitical context of a Russia rivalling the West, in regions such as the Ukraine and Crimea, and 

China’s erratic relationship with the United States, vis-a-vis Japan and the South China Sea. Might 

future incidents result in a growing tension amongst Security Council members, in which voting 

blocs become mobilized? Is, for instance, South Africa’s voting pattern in regions such as Syria 

(where some suggested, it was voting under the sway of Russia and China), a sign of things to 

come? No matter which course South African foreign policy decides to move, it will require re-

alignment so as to provide greater clarity of its vision and intention.  

 Ross Anthony 

Interim Director 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

政治纽带 Political Relations  
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The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank  

– the logic behind the creation 
China’s new multi-lateral development bank, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

has recently received a great deal of attention. The AIIB is one of the significant initiatives, 

together with the New Development Bank (NDB), that China has pushed forward since 2014. 

On March 31st, more than 40 countries signed up to join this new institution. Due to the huge 

infrastructure gaps in Asia, the bank will contribute to financing various social infrastructure 

projects, especially in the region’s developing countries. Yet the creation of the AIIB has re-

invigorated questions with regards to whether China aspires to reshape the existing world 

system through the AIIB and the NDB, amongst others.  

The developmental logic behind the AIIB  

Asia is one of the fastest-growing continents. Its growing middle class and increasing urbanisation 

have generated a massive demand for socioeconomic infrastructure. The AIIB has the potential 

to fill the infrastructure funding gap, which the existing multilateral institutions such as the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) and the World Bank are currently unable to keep up with. Under the 

circumstances, the AIIB has the potential to complement other financial institutions and 

contribute to more inclusive development of the region. The United States has professed itself to 

be concerned about the internal governance, transparency and socioenvironmental standards of 

the AIIB and the support of the bank by European countries has raised the ire of American 

officials. Such opposition overlooks the fact that China has gradually built up the capacity of its 

human resources. For example, one of the major financing banks, the Bank of China, has sent its 

staff to the ADB and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for training since the mid-2000s. For 

more than a decade, China has accumulated experience regarding governance, environmental 

safeguards, and anti-corruption, among others. In this regard, European countries joining the AIIB 

will contribute to the management of the AIIB as well as bestowing legitimacy on the institution.  

China’s Reform Agenda?  

Regarding the creation of the new development bank in Asia, one of the questions is whether 

China should lend more support to the ADB instead of pushing forward this new initiative. There 

are already several multilateral mechanisms serving similar ends. Thus the AIIB might fragment  

 

the existing multi-lateral finance channel. Many commentators argue that China is not satisfied 

with Japan’s dominant position in the ADB, in which Japan holds the largest proportion of shares. 

Thus the creation of another development bank seems to be motivated by the reform of the  

 经贸往来 Economic Co-operation   
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current international system which is pushed by China. Scholars like John Mearsheimer argue 

that China intends to use these institutions to pursue regional hegemony and challenge existing 

relations. China has already embarked on its own pathway by playing a leading role in the 

establishment of the New Development Bank, headquartered in Shanghai. The NDB also finances 

various infrastructure projects in the BRICS member countries and other developing countries. 

China claims that at present, only a handful of countries have a voice in the decision-making 

process at a global level; such developing institutions can serve as platforms where the voice of 

the Global South can be heard more clearly, as well as bringing more diversity to the table.  

Another form of capitalism?  

The AIIB will serve its members’ interests. More specifically, it will likely become a financial 

vehicle for China’s “one belt, one road” policy - in line with China’s own interests namely, 

providing a market for its excess capital and developing China’s western inland. Another 

interesting aspect is that a number of the so called US allies rushed to join the group. This can be 

seen as a prelude to the end of American hegemony. However, regardless of ideological and 

political differences or clashes, many countries would like to be in China’s orbit if it serves their 

interests. Infrastructure construction in Asia can bring about massive business opportunities in 

the long term. Demand for infrastructure in energy, transport, telecommunications, water and 

sanitation in Asia will be astronomical. Additionally, countries that have overcapacity need new 

markets. This has attracted the interest of the United Kingdom, France, Germany and other 

countries. Even Taiwan, China’s contested province, submitted an application for membership. 

North Korea submitted an application too - but was turned down. China has become a major 

economic power and it has the capacity to create new international institutions. It has 

differentiated itself from other traditional powers by associating itself with South-South co-

operation and the Global South. However, the creation of the new bank seems to some extent to 

serve its own interests. In addition, other signatories seem to be pursuing their own economic 

interests and have not hesitated to join the China-led institution. Many such projects have 

seemingly been launched in the name of development - but questions should always be asked 

about what propels such projects and whose interests will be served.  

 

 

 经贸往来 Economic Co-operation   

Yejoo Kim 

Research Fellow 

Centre for Chinese Studies 
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 经贸往来 Economic Co-operation   

Misconceptions and omissions in the China-

Africa discourse 
The rapid economic development ushered in by the 1978 reform and opening policies in China 

reached its culmination towards the end of the last decade. The 2008 world recession has also 

affected the manner in which China is studied by the outside world, especially in relation to its 

involvement in Africa. This tendency is witnessed in the gradual shift from using economic 

development as a framework for studying China to a more multi-disciplinary one. Such change 

is most discernible in the emerging scholarship that studies China-Africa relations. While 

studies focusing on economic co-operation, direct foreign investments and general trade taking 

place within the framework of China-Africa relations persist, there is a rapid emergence of 

scholarship whose focus is on subjects that go beyond economics. These include politics, 

culture, society and philosophy, covering issues such as the presence of Chinese workers in 

Africa, the presence of the Chinese military in Africa, forms of Chinese soft power towards 

Africa and similarities between traditional Chinese and African values. A dominant theme in 

this field focuses on teasing out what Africa can learn from China and its economic success 

story. However, a common misconception in this area is that Africa is often portrayed as a 

singular entity, with a singular historical trajectory. 

Pairing histories and discourses in China-Africa relations 

The newly emerged studies on China-Africa relations tend to be trans-disciplinary, employing a 

variety of theoretical frameworks and favouring the use of comparative methods. However, a 

major problem arises when attempting to make a case for African factors that may serve as a 

platform for replicating the successes witnessed in China since the introduction of the reform and 

opening-up policies. Such studies usually start by describing factors that have led to successes in 

China and then attempt to draw parallels to those prevalent in Africa. Examples of such cases are 

those that seek to demonstrate parallel factors such as history of oppression, traditions and 

other aspects of value systems manifest in China and Africa using the discourse and other forms 

of persuasion employed by the former towards the latter within the China-Africa relations 

framework. Such tendencies are discernible in the use of the “African Dream”, “win-win” and 

“China, a friend for all weather” rhetoric. Such maxims are a product of Chinese political 

machinery meant to implement China’s reform policies at home and abroad. While such rhetoric 

is favoured by Chinese scholars when articulating current China-Africa relations, the Chinese 

Communist Party leaders have warned that the China model cannot be simply copied for use in 

Africa. While there is no harm in emulating powerful and effective rhetorical tools of persuasion, 

it may have dire results when such is used to define societies that lack connection to such 

discourse as is the case of when China’s political discourse is applied to describe the ideals of a 

variety of African peoples.  

 



 18 

 

 

Furthermore, the use of borrowed rhetoric may be an attempt at keeping abreast with the ad-

vancement of forums that are established and funded by China, such as the Forum on China-

Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). FOCAC, besides serving as a platform for announcing China’s en-

gagements into Africa, seems to have doubled as a locus for the emerging scholarship of China-

Africa relations judging from academic exchange conferences held under its framework. Further-

more, the “China-Africa Joint Research and Exchange Program” coupled with FOCAC themed 

grants help replicate China’s political rhetoric in Africa. Such borrowing of political rhetoric from 

China for use when studying a myriad of issues pertaining to China-Africa relations tells a differ-

ent story than that expressed by China. While China speaks of relations based on mutual respect 

and reciprocity, current political and academic discourses are reflective of asymmetries which 

are telling of who is in the driver’s seat in China-Africa relations.  

Comparing Chinese and African values 

Studies borrowing Chinese discourse to express African ideals include those that seek to com-

pare traditional Chinese values to African ones. Such studies have sought to analyse a variety of 

African traditional concepts. However, the process of studying African traditional concepts 

meant for comparison with those prevalent in the Chinese culture have met with a variety of 

problematic hurdles. One such hurdle is the selective and amnesiac reading of the traditional 

African concepts timeline. The readings tend to divorce traditional African concepts from the im-

pact of colonial histories and Western modes of development. The search for establishing an ex-

istence of ideal traditional African concepts has tended to reveal an idyllic past, which is immune 

from recent post-colonial African calamities. Such a search results in the revival of imagined ar-

chaic traditions that have been dormant for centuries and only manifest within a seclusion of the 

African private family with no ability to deliver final public goods or a means to acquire such 

goods. The definitions by these studies seem to be misleading as the bulk of traditional African 

concepts have for centuries not been salient in spaces that produce public goods. If anything, the 

locus for traditional African concepts has its roots within the wars of independence in Africa, 

representative of either a hurdle to attaining modernity as defined within Western modes of de-

velopment or as a foundation for establishing alternative forms of social systems throughout the 

continent. However, even in post-independence Africa, traditional African values have not been 

successfully employed for the running of government and national economies. The discourses of 

struggles for independence on the continent should be regarded as a central locus for study of 

traditional African values that may offer insights into their relevance and validity to current soci-

ety and perhaps to employ as a tool for nation building. The above suggested framework may 

reveal changes, adaptations and a variety of rationalisations that traditional African concepts 

have undergone throughout recent history.  

Misconceptions of a homogenous Africa 

 

 经贸往来 Economic Co-operation   
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Paul Tembe 

Research Fellow 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

The current readings of traditional African values by scholars investigating China-Africa relations 

tend to ascribe, if not imply, secondary status for peoples residing on the continent.                  

The fundamental cause for such outcomes is the assumption of a homogenous Africa with uni-

form values. One begs to question that, if different language families are representative of a va-

riety of cultures why then would values within such societies be deemed homogenous? The ten-

dency to ascribe to the rhetoric of a homogeneous Africa is not an invention of China-Africa rela-

tions and scholars studying it, rather, its roots are located in colonial history where second and 

third class status was attributed to the African.  

Scholars studying it, rather, its roots are located in colonial history where second and third class 

status was attributed to the African. Thus, to carryover the discourse of a homogeneous Africa 

to studies of China-Africa relations may only lead to reinstating the second and third class status 

to the African continent.  

Platforms of empowerment 

Politicians, academics, analysts and observers of China-Africa relations need to distance them-

selves from perpetuating the disempowering discourse of a homogeneous Africa. The South-

South co-operation forums such as FOCAC and BRICS, and local African frameworks, such as the 

African Union (AU), New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and Programme for In-

frastructure Development in Africa (PIDA) need to serve as platforms of empowerment and pro-

duce a discourse which delivers greater public goods meant to empower the entire African com-

munity. Borrowing traditional cultural concepts from a distant and foreign culture to articulate 

local ideals, coupled with the assumption that an homogeneous Africa will aid development is 

tantamount to political euthanasia.  

 

 

 

 经贸往来 Economic Co-operation   
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环境领域 Environmental Aspects 

If you want to consume more, you have to 

consume more responsibly 
The conservation of biodiversity and protected areas has increased dramatically in China over 

the last few years. Over 2000 nature reserves are now in existence and many other kinds of 

protected areas have been established around the country. In China, the protected area system 

includes nature reserves, scenic spots, historical sites and forest parks and reserves, many of 

them protected areas for recreation purposes. One of the widely-known man-made forest 

parks established in China was the Beijing Olympic forest park, an area developed before the 

Olympic Games in 2008. These are all favourable establishments for the country, especially 

considering the major environmental problems being faced today. Although India recently 

surpassed China as the country with the most polluted cities in the world, China is still one of 

the world’s most polluted countries, with severe air and water pollution, among many other 

environmental concerns.  

Protected areas and eco-tourism in China  

As a result of the increase of the protected area system, the concept of eco-tourism has now 

become very popular in China, with many citizens visiting protected sites for a number of 

recreational reasons. This has led to some huge problems for the areas, however, including how 

to manage the throngs of visitors to the areas, while balancing the need for environmental 

protection. According to international standards and the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature’s (IUCN) category system of protected areas, very strict rules and zones should be applied 

within the different types of protected areas; zones which are dedicated to biodiversity 

protection and thus no development may take place; while in other types of areas, limited 

amounts of tourism and recreation may be allowed. In China, these kinds of standards are often 

not applied, with thousands of tourists visiting the sites on most days. In many cases, it seems 

the economic benefits from so many tourists visiting are more important than protecting the 

biodiversity in the area. If eco-tourism continues to grow in China, it needs to be done in an 

increasingly responsible and sustainable way.  

Having visited a number of protected areas in China such as the Jingyuetan scenic spot in 

Changchun, the Olympic forest park in Beijing, Pudacuo National Park in Shangri-La as well as 

many other historical sites and mountainous areas, the one thing that is very noticeable in these 

areas is the number of people visiting. It is clearly very popular to visit protected areas and many 

have different reasons for visiting: wanting to learn about nature and wildlife, cultural and 

spiritual reasons as well as enjoying leisure activities in a natural setting. However, challenges 

arise for these areas when the numbers of people and vehicles in the area exceed what the area 

can handle. Priority should be given to biodiversity protection but often in China, all visitors are 
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环境领域 Environmental Aspects 

welcomed as it means more economic benefits for the area. Thus, when talking to conservation 

specialists in China, many of them claim that protected areas do not really exist in China. Yet they 

do exist, even if just on paper. These challenges need to be addressed and strict rules need to be 

put in place in order for the protected area system to work and for ecosystems to exist without 

threat or harm from the surrounding polluted environment and/or thousands of visitors. There 

are many examples of countries with similar challenges like China who have managed to 

implement a protected areas system successfully. Should China be looking at other countries 

where this has been successful, and if so, how can China balance the need for economic success 

from the protected areas with the need to protect the environment? A case in point may be 

South Africa and its national park system, a system that has yet to be developed in China.  

How do other countries manage their protected areas?  

In South Africa there is very strict regulation for both protected areas (Protected Areas Act 57 of 

2003), as well as for the national parks system (National Parks Act 56 of 1926). South Africa is 

home to 22 national parks, including the famous Kruger National Park (proclaimed as early as 

1926). The national parks system is managed by one agency, South African National Parks 

(SANParks), an important move for the country, as it alleviates the complications of too many 

actors involved in the management of parks. This is one of the major challenges in China where 

the protected areas are established and managed by different ministries and departments such 

as the State Forestry Administration, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban and Rural Development as well as local environmental protection bureaus. As many as ten 

different departments could be managing a protected area which leads to a number of 

challenges in management and regulation. As mentioned earlier, South Africa’s national park 

system could be a valuable protected areas system to consider for China. The national parks 

objectives are firstly for environmental protection and secondly for recreation and education. 

Important to note, recreation plays a secondary role to environmental protection, however, 

there have been structures put in place for recreation. South Africa receives thousands of 

international tourists for its natural and scenic landscapes hence the country has put a lot of 

effort into protecting its environment but also ensuring responsible tourism. One of the ways 

they have done this is through the National Parks Act that regulates the management and plans 

of the park. Very strict laws have to be abided by within parks and this includes rules on the 

numbers of people and vehicles allowed in the park at one time. Regulation on protected areas in 

South Africa has been successful for the most part as local and provincial government 

departments abide by the national regulation. This makes things more clear. No doubt, there 

may be challenges, especially between the different levels of government and the goals of the 

individual departments, however the national regulation is primary and is strictly implemented.  
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Meryl Burgess 

Research Analyst 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

 

Conclusion  

China is known as one of the 17 mega diverse nations in the world, meaning the country is home 

to some of the richest and most unique biodiversity in the world. If China wants to maintain this 

and protect its biodiversity, it will need to improve its existing protected area system, and this 

may need to start with enacting strict regulation. So far, there is regulation of protected areas in 

China for nature reserves, scenic landscapes and historical landscapes, however, environmental 

experts have agreed that it needs to change and become more relevant because of increasing 

environmental challenges as well as the popularity of ecotourism. Protected areas will become 

more popular and current regulation does not cater to the needs of the areas today. Strict rules 

need to be set in place so that environmental protection may be the priority. If China wants to 

continue its path of eco-tourism, more responsible protection of biodiversity will need to take 

place. Many examples of successful environmental protection around the world can be found 

and China could do well to learn from them.   
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A recently-released environmental documentary, Under the Dome, by Chai Jing, a former investi-

gative reporter at CCTV, has caused much interest both internationally and domestically in China. 

The documentary examines the smog problem in China, caused by massive air pollution, and 

some of the reasons for its increasing severity over the last few years. Through observing reac-

tions to the documentary, one of the big surprises was that it was praised by the government, 

including the Minister of Environmental Protection, Chen Jining, who called it China’s “silent 

spring” (of the environment). This was doubly remarkable considering that the documentary im-

plicates the Chinese government as partially responsible for the smog problem and discusses in-

stances of government corruption. The government’s “self-reflection” was, however, short-lived 

and within days, the documentary had been erased from China’s strictly censored internet. So 

what happened? Was it a slip on the government’s part to praise a semi-critical documentary or 

was there more to the reaction and consequential censorship? 

The Chinese people’s reaction 

The documentary and its reception was viewed by some to indicate a turning point in China where 

the discussion of pollution has been off limits for many years - the Chinese people “are clearly un-

happy with the status quo” and ready for a “silent spring”. However, the reality of pollution in Chi-

na is more complex. Though there seems to be an acceptance in China of economic growth closer 

to seven per cent, the “New Normal”, it does not mean China is ready for even lower growth rates 

for the sake of countering pollution. Pollution is understood as a part of economic growth. Middle 

class Chinese (the ones who most likely watched Under the Dome and are said to be most upset by 

pollution due to a “hierarchy of needs”) know that pollution is a problem, but they also accept that 

pollution is the result of growth – prosperity and not only government policy is to blame for pollu-

tion. For now there still seems to be an understanding (or an acceptance) that pollution is a cost of 

economic growth from which everyone benefits, and indeed a scourge that everyone suffers under. 

Chai’s documentary was well made, being at once emotive (including elements such as a child, sick 

from pollution) and controversial in implicating the Chinese government as part of the problem.  

In short, it had all the ingredients of a hit. The evidence of corruption in government discussed  

环境领域 Environmental Aspects 

Under the Dome of the CCP – interpreting 

the success of China’s viral environmental 

documentary 
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in the documentary allowed Chinese people to affirm their own feelings.  

As one commentator stated, it allowed them a place to vent collectively on topics that they 

share an interest in, a type of sharing that is rarely allowed in China. The success does, however, 

not show a change from the understanding that economic growth leads to better lives for all 

Chinese even if at the cost of the environment (at  present).  

Thus even though 200 million people out of China’s 600 million strong internet using public 

watched Under the Dome, it is no indication of any significant change to come. We can just think 

back to 2006 and Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth. It was also presented along “TED talk” lines; it 

dealt with pollution (and the environment); it said government is not doing enough and it was a 

major international success watched by millions around the world. An Inconvenient Truth was a 

success because it was not only topical, but also because it was well made, (possibly somewhat 

sensationalist) and summarised something many people felt passionate about. However, that 

documentary did not lead to the over-throw of governments, it did not cause protests in the 

United States (the largest global CO2 emitter at that stage) and it did not act as a turning point 

of the environment finally trumping global capital in the “growth vs environment” debate. Nei-

ther will Under the Dome be such a turning point in China. To combat climate change, similar to 

pollution in China, time is needed. Sinopec is just as unlikely to switch off its global refineries for 

bluer skies as Shell, BP or Chevron. 

The government’s reaction 

The Chinese government’s response begs two questions: one, why was the government willing 

to stomach some critique where it usually has near zero tolerance; and two, why did the gov-

ernment praise the documentary before banning it? 

The documentary in itself was rather restrained in the way it dealt with the government. The 

documentary did not promote an alternative to the government’s course taken to date even 

though it highlighted lapses. The fact that it pointed out government corruption was also not a 

threat, as it is “general knowledge” that there are corrupt officials in China. To expose them pos-

es no risk to the Chinese Communist Party, since it is currently engaged in its well-publicised 

hunt for corrupt “tigers and flies”. President Xi Jinping is seen as a strong “anti-corruption” sup-

porter, no matter what his reasons are for supporting the campaign.  

However, things took a turn for the worse for the documentary when it began stirring up more 

passionate feelings. Though the documentary was restrained in the way it dealt out guilt on who 

to blame for pollution, the discussion around it became heated and did not stop at pollution. 

People increasingly used the opportunity to talk about government corruption, government in-

effectiveness and various other topics that would never be open to discussion if not for Under 

the Dome. Once the conversation changed, the space for discussion created by the documen-

tary was shut tight by the government and censors.  

环境领域 Environmental Aspects 
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A clear message was sent out that no-one should think that public dissent and government cri-

tique was open for discussion 

Under the Dome was a brief exposé of what China might look like if censorship was to be scaled 

down – but also the result of a population derived of public forums for open discussion on topi-

cal issues. One wonders what the government has taken away from this experience, a greater 

fear of opening up, or, perhaps more optimistically, a new consciousness of public opinion. 

Harrie Esterhuyse 

Research Analyst / Deputy Editor 

Centre for Chinese Studies 
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African East-Asian Affairs 

Issue 01, 2015 

Yanyin ZI 

The ‘Fong kong’ phenomenon in Botswana:  

a perspective on globalisation from below 

 

Shoko Yamada 

From humanitarianism to trade promotion: 

the changing emphasis of Japanese develop-

ment co-operation to Africa 

 

Lina Benabdallah 

AU-China peace and security co-operation: 

RECs, CSOs, and think tanks for the win 

 

African East-Asian Affairs 

Issue 02, 2015 

Adams Bodomo 

African soft power in China 

 

Maddalena Procopio 

The effectiveness of Confucius Institutes as a 

tool of China’s soft power in South Africa 

 

Mandira Bagwandeen 

Enduring silk ties 

Forum: 

Bob Wekesa 

China’s silk road economic belt: African perspec-

tives and implications 
 

Lucy Corkin 

African agency in the context of China-Africa  

relations 

South African Department of Higher  

Education and Training Accreditation 
The African East-Asian Affairs [ISSN 2308-8699 (online)] was announced as the first East-Asia and 

Africa focused journal to receive South African Department of Higher Education and Training Ac-

creditation status, with accreditation taking effect in January 2015. 

The African East-Asian Affairs is an international, open-access, peer reviewed African based jour-

nal. It focuses on the developments and nuances of the relationship between Africa and East-

Asian nations, including China, Japan, Korea and the ASEAN states. Topics covered include both 

the domestic developments and the international relations of these states, with a focus on their 

engagement with Africa. Articles published fall within the social sciences, humanities and related 

disciplines, such as politics, economics, environmental studies and law.  
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African East-Asian Affairs 

Issue 03, 2015 

 

 Wang Qi and Zhang Juxia 

Policies, achievements and problems of full-

time higher vocational education teacher de-

velopment in China：1983-2013 

 

Jian Junbo 

China-Africa humanistic education co-

operation: a road toward cultural diversity 

 

Emeka Umejei 

China’s engagement with Nigeria:  

opportunity or opportunist? 

 

African East-Asian Affairs 

Issue 04, 2015 

 

Kudus Adebayo 

Tokunbo and Chinco economies in Nigeria: 

rethinking encounters and continuities in lo-

cal economic transformations 

  

Forum: 

Anny Boc 

The power of language: globalising the 

“Chinese Dream” 

 

David H. Shinn 

China’s growing security relationship with 

Africa: for whose benefit? 
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刊物 Publications 

The China Monitor Special Edition 

FOCAC VI: African initiatives toward a sus-
tainable Chinese relationship  
 

For the 6th Forum on China-Africa Co-operation (FOCAC), held in South Africa in 2015, it was cru-

cial that scholars and other stakeholders review previous FOCAC commitments so as to enhance 

and deepen understanding on the African side and maximise benefits in the upcoming engage-

ment. FOCAC 2015 provided an opportunity to assess China’s presence on the continent and map 

out its future direction, but doing so vis-à-vis the maximising of African benefits and opportuni-

ties. The special edition of the China Monitor sought to raise awareness and provide a balanced 

perspective towards FOCAC and China-Africa relations more generally through debate and infor-

mation exchange. A host of international scholars, specialising in a number of fields, were invited 

to contribute their reflections on various aspects feeding directly into the FOCAC policy process. It 

was the intention that collaborative work of this nature would help contribute toward coherent, 

credible policy options for African decision-makers, in the interests of a sustainable relationship 

between China and Africa.  

Special Issue on: 

David Shinn 

FOCAC: The evolving China-Africa security relationship 

Zhang Chun 

Shaping China-Africa co-operation on post-2015 agenda 

Ian Taylor 

FOCAC VI: The Chinese dream meets African realities? 

Sven Grimm 

Placing FOCAC in its South-South co-operation narrative 

Liu Haifang 

FOCAC VI: African initiatives toward a sustainable Chinese relationship 

May Tan-Mullins 

Policy meets practice: Chinese environmental protection in Africa in the wake of 

FOCAC VI 

Barry Sautman and Yan Hairong 

Regimes of truth, localisation of Chinese enterprises, and African agency 
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刊物 Publications 

Journal articles and book chapters 
Anthony, R. 2015. Infrastructure and Influence: China’s Presence on the Coast of East Africa, in 

Rumley, D. (ed), The Political Economy of Indian Ocean Maritime Africa. Delhi: Pentagon press: 

52-74 . 

Anthony, R. 2015. [Review] China and Mozambique: From Comrades to Capitalists, by Alden, C. 

and Chichava, S. in Politikon 42(3):431-432. 

Lauzon-Lacroix, M. & Anthony, R. 2015. Chinese Society in Flux – A Study of Ethnicity, Guanxi, 

and Urbanisation From the Late Imperial China Until Today, in Du Plessis, H. (ed.), The Rise and 

Decline and rise of China: Searching for an Organising Philosophy. Johannesburg: Real African 

Publishers, 253-304. 

Cissé, D. 2015. China’s Economic Transformation: What Lessons can Africa Learn, in Du Plessis, 

H. (ed.), The Rise and Decline and rise of China: Searching for an Organising Philosophy. Johan-

nesburg: Real African Publishers. 

Cissé,  D. 2015. FDI in Africa: Chinese Enterprises and their business strategies. in Ibeh K, Nwank-

wo, S (eds.) The Routledge Companion to Business in Africa, Routledge, New York, USA, 298-314. 

Kim, Y. 2015. China’s soft power expansion in Africa through industrialisation – opportunities 

and challenges. Africa Insight, 44 (4):1-13.  

Kim, Y & Van der Westhuizen , J. 2015. Why Corporatism Collapsed in South Africa: The signifi-

cance of NEDLAC. Africa Spectrum, 2:87-100. 

 

Policy Briefings 
Kim, Y., Jones, I., Chen, S., Jiang, J & Van den Berg, M: Increased Chinese engagement in South 

Africa’s economy – strategies, opportunities and future implications. No 1, March 2015. 

Scott, E: China-Egypt trade and investment ties – seeking a better balance. No 2, June 2015. 

Tembe, P: The temptations and promotion of “China Dream”: calling for Africa’s home-grown 

rhetoric. No 3, August 2015. 

Burgess, M. & Esterhuyse, H: China-South Africa co-operation in conservation and renewable 

energy. No 4, August 2015. 
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刊物 Publications     

Kim, Y. & Tukić, N: South Africa-China multi-lateral co-operation: BRICS and FOCAC. No 5, Au-

gust 2015.  

Bénazéraf, D. & Terrefe, B: China and the African Regional Economic Communities: Transform-

ing Multilateral Co-operation. No 6, November 2015. 

Esterhuyse, H. & Burgess, M: Raising the bar on sustainable development: Renewable energy 

and environmental standards in FOCAC VI. No 7, November 2015. 

Kim, Y. & Tukić, N: Paving the road ahead—China-Africa co-operation in the infrastructure sec-

tor. No 8, November 2015. 

 

Other Publications 
Anthony, R., Esterhuyse., H & Burgess, M. 2015. Shifting Security Challenges in the China–

Africa Relationship. SAIIA Policy Insights, 23 September 2015. 

Burgess, M. & Esterhuyse, H. 2015. Sustainable Environmental Co-operation, Afrika-Sud, Die 

Fachzeitschrift Zum Sudlichan Afrika, 2015 (5). 

Grimm, S. & Hackenesch , C. 2015. China's Co-operation with Africa and Latin America. In: 

Fischer DF, Muller-Hofstede C (eds.)  

Scott, E. 2015. China’s Naval Diplomacy Balances Iran with Saudi Arabia. World Politics Review. 

Scott, E. 2015. A Nuclear Deal with Chinese Characteristics: China’s Role in the P5+1 Talks with 

Iran – (Jamestown Foundation). China Brief, 15(14). 

Scott, E. 2015. China’s Naval Diplomacy Balances Iran with Saudi Arabia. World Politics Review. 

Tembe, P. & Anthony, R. 2015. South Africa’s Changing Foreign Policy in a Multi-polar World: 

The Influence of China and Other Emerging Powers, Research Report, Centre for Chinese Stud-

ies, Stellenbosch University. 
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African-Asian Encounters II: Rethinking Afri-

can-Asian Relationships: Changing Reali-

ties— New Concepts  
 

Jointly hosted by the Centre for Chinese Studies and the collaborative research programme 

“Africa Asian Options” (AFRASO) at Goethe University. 

 

Cape Town, South Africa,  

24-26 March 2015 

The conference “Re-Thinking African-Asian Relationships: Changing Realities – New Concepts” 

was presented jointly by the Centre for Chinese Studies and the collaborative research pro-

gramme, Africa’s Asian Options (AFRASO) based at Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany. It was 

part of a series of international conferences on African-Asian Encounters that started with the 

conference “New Cooperation's – New Dependencies?”, which took place in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-

laysia in March 2014. The conference focused on four major themes: Localized African-Asian 

Communities, Conceptions of the Other, Re-Thinking Development and Trans-Regional Imagi-

naries. 

 

会议 Conferences   
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会议 Conferences   

The Colloquium on China’s Aid and Soft 

Power in Africa  

Jointly hosted by the Confucius Institute at Stellenbosch University, the Centre for Chinese Studies 

and Rhodes University. 

 

Stellenbosch, South Africa,  

2 May 2015 

The colloquium was a collaborative project of the Confucius Institute at Rhodes University 

(Grahamstown) and the Centre for Chinese Studies (Stellenbosch), and was funded by Hanban. 

The aim of the colloquium was to engage with themes from Kenneth King’s Book: China’s Aid & 

Soft Power in Africa: The Case for Education & Training (James Currey, 2013). 

The colloquium looked at future challenges and opportunities in China’s engagement with Africa. 

Themes covered included: China’s engagement with tertiary education in Africa within the 

broader context of soft power; the diversity of China’s engagement: Confucius Institutes (CIs), 

agricultural demonstration centres; African students in China; short-term professional training, 

20+20 partnerships; think tank partnerships; training in Chinese large, medium and small-scale 

firms in Africa and a special focus on CI’s and Confucius Classrooms in Africa. 
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会议 Conferences   

FOCAC: Creating a platform for Africa’s sustainable development   
The conference was funded by the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Republic of 

South Africa 

Jointly hosted by the Centre for Chinese Studies and the Shanghai Institute of International Stud-

ies. 

 

Cape Town, South Africa,  

26-27 August 2015  

Since its establishment in 2000, the Forum on China-Africa Co-operation (FOCAC) has become a 

crucial platform for collective dialogue and an effective mechanism for enhancing co-operation 

between China and African countries. Along with the evolution of China–Africa relations, the im-

plications and subsequent responsibility of China has become greater than before. The pattern 

of Chinese engagement has become diversified and various actors have become involved; there-

fore a comprehensive approach is needed. This conference aimed to assess the role of FOCAC 

and to contribute to the preparation for the FOCAC VI meeting in South Africa by creating more 

in-depth knowledge. Participants at the conference were invited to network, catalyse ideas and 

share information. The conference served as a high level platform for discussion, fostering un-

derstanding among stakeholders and developing shared visions. 
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Selected presentations by CCS staff 

African think tank initiative workshop on China’s African security challenges, South Afri-

can Institute of International Affairs, WITS University, Johannesburg, South Africa, 18 Feb-

ruary 2015. 

China-Africa: Engagement, investments and media strategies on global anxieties and the 

‘China-Africa’ discourse, University of Florida, Gainsville, United States of America, 9-10 

April 2015. 

China’s role in supporting peace and development in Africa, China’s role in addressing the 

root causes of conflict in Africa, Saferworld and Shanghai Institute for International Studies, 

Shanghai, China, 3 June 2015. 

China’s soft power expansion project in Africa through industrialisation, University of Co-

logne, Germany, 1-3 July 2015.  

International Political Sociology (IPS) winter school, Institute of International Relations, 

Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 6-10 July, 2015.  

Presentation at the Institute of West-Asian and African Studies (IWAAS) on conservation 

issues in the China-Africa relationship, Beijing, China, 14 July 2015. 

Forum on the development of Xinjiang on Xinjiang’s security paradox, Urumqi, China, 18-

19 August 2015. 

One belt one road workshop on the one belt one road security paradox, Chinese Academy 

of Social Science Research Centre for Chinese Borderland History and Geography, Beijing, 

China, 21 August 2015. 

The inaugural and first biennial conference of the association for Asian studies in Africa 

(A-Asia) on Africa - Asia, University Of Ghana, Legon, Ghana, 24-26 September 2015. 

Governance of China and Africa relations symposium on China’s maritime silk road: Reviv-

al, Human Sciences Research Council, South Africa, 17 September 2015.  

Sustainable development in China-Africa relations on the development path: China-Africa 

development models seminar, University of Namibia, Namibia, 14 October 2015. 

The three networks of road, rail and air transport infrastructure and industrialization. Chi-

na-Africa co-operation on three networks of Africa’s infrastructure and industrialization 

seminar, AERC, Nairobi, Kenya, 29 October 2015. 

 

简报 Presentations  
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WITS China-Africa reporting project workshop on reporting FOCAC 2015 on Chinese politi-

cal ritual and the forum on China Africa co-operation, WITS University, Johannesburg, 

South Africa, 12 November 2015. 

Transnational infrastructure and resource linkages in Eastern and Southern Africa. One 

belt one road and a prosperous Africa conference,  Durban University of Technology, Dur-

ban, South Africa, 19-20 November 2015. 

Politics of the copy workshop on repetition, inside out and outside: Reflections on 

state building at China’s periphery, University of Western Cape, South Africa, 28 Novem-

ber 2015. 

 

简报 Presentations  
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讲座 Courses and Lectures  
 

China-Africa relations (International programmes, Stellenbosch University)  

China is now Africa’s largest trading partner, outpacing more traditional partners in Europe 

and the United States. Increasingly, African voices, from ministers, academics and laymen ask-

ing whether this relationship is in Africa’s interest, especially in light of neo-colonial claims 

leveraged at China. The question, thus, emerges as to what degree ‘mutual benefit’ exists in 

the China-Africa partnership. This course offers a comprehensive overview of the China-Africa 

relationship, covering political, economic and historic aspects, as well as examining environ-

mental and sustainable impacts of the relationship in the era of climate change.  

 

Themes 

Historical Relations with Africa / China’s ‘Economic Miracle’  

This class dispels the myth of China's historical isolationism by demonstrating a lengthy tra-

dition of international engagement and multiculturalism. The historiographical importance 

of Ming Dynasty sailor Zhang He's  visit to East Africa is covered, as well as the much lat-

er role of China's Cold War engagement in Africa, which also feeds into contemporary po-

litical engagement.  

Political relations with Africa 

This class highlights the importance of the Communist Party in cementing ties with African 

states and how this facilitates further co-operation such as development assis-

tance and other economic engagement. The issue of the 'One China' policy is discussed 

with reference to certain African states' political relations with Taiwan and the effects this 

has on diplomacy and economic interaction.  

Security Challenges  

This class examines the historical role of China's 'non-interference' policy and how China's 

increased economic activity is challenging this principle. We examine case studies such 

as Chinese oil and infrastructure companies in conflict areas such as Sudan and the DRC.   

Global Groupings/Multilateral Co-operation (BRICS and FOCAC)  

‘Global Groupings/Multilateral co-operation’ enables understanding around the construc-

tion of global groupings and multilateral co-operation especially those led by China. We 

outline the shifting politics associated with the decline of global hegemony and the rise of 

emerging powers. During this class, knowledge regarding the key China-Africa groupings 

and their positioning within global systems will emerge. Furthermore, we ask the question 

of whether China-Africa groupings will be sustainable in the future. 
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讲座 Lectures  

Courses 
China is now Africa’s largest trading partner, outpacing more traditional partners in Europe and 

the United States. Increasingly, African voices, from ministers, academics and laymen asking 

whether this relationship is in Africa’s interest, especially in light of neo-colonial claims leveraged 

at China. The question thus emerges as to what degree “mutual benefit” exists in the China-Africa 

partnership. This course offers a comprehensive overview of the China-Africa relationship, 

covering political, economic, historic aspects, as well as examining environmental and sustainable 

impacts of the relationship in the era of climate change.  

First semester IPSU coarse: China-Africa relations 

 Ross Anthony 

 January 2015— May 2015 - Department of Political Science, Stellenbosch University, 

Stellenbosch, South Africa. 

Second semester IPSU coarse: China-Africa relations 

 Ross Anthony 

 July 2015—October 2015. - Department of Sociology, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, 

 South Africa.  

Lectures 
Lecture: Historical Relations with Afirca/ China’s ‘Economic Miracle’  

 Ross Anthony 

 11 & 12 February 2015 - Department of Political Science, Stellenbosch University, 

Stellenbosch, South Africa. 

Lecture: Political relations with Africa 

 Paul Tembe 

 18 & 19 February 2015 - Department of Political Science, Stellenbosch University, 

Stellenbosch, South Africa. 

Lecture: Security Challenges  

 Ross Anthony 

 25 & 26 February 2015 - Department of Political Science, Stellenbosch 

University,Stellenbosch, South Africa 

Undergraduate class: Croatia-History and Politics 

 

.  

 

Investment and Trade: a General Overview  

Under the theme of ‘Investment and Trade: a General Overview’, we explore Chinese engagement 

with Africa through investment and trade since the early 2000s along with China’s Going Out poli-

cy. During this class, the characteristics, scope, and drivers of the Sino-African economic relation-

ship will be analysed. As a result, it will be possible to identify and evaluate the implications of Chi-

nese economic activities for the development of Africa. 

Organised Crime 

This lecture provides insight into the legislative, technical and cultural aspects of Chinese engage-

ment in organised criminal activities across Africa, with specific focus on the illicit trade in abalone 

and rhino horn from South Africa to Hong Kong and Taiwan, as well as illegally seized timber from 

Mozambique. 

Investments by Sector: Infrastructure and Resource Sectors  

This lecture provides an overview of Chinese infrastructure projects across Africa, predominantly 

but not limited to railway, road and port projects. 

Small Traders (Chinese in Africa/Africans in China)  

This lecture identifies the composition of the main drivers, examines the opportunities and chal-

lenges, as well as analyses the benefits and drawbacks of Sino-Africa small traders. 

Environmental Issues and Conservation 

This lecture focuses on the environmental aspects of the China-Africa relationship. This class first 

explores the current environmental crisis in China and the ways that the Chinese government is 

attempting to address those challenges, specifically through its protected areas system and its im-

plementation of new and evolving environmental policies. This class further explores conservation 

issues within the China-Africa framework such as sustainable forest management and the illegal 

wildlife crisis, with a focus on rhino and elephant poaching. These are areas where Chinese actors 

have been found to be significantly involved in various African countries. 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

This lecture revolves around the CSR responsibilities of Chinese companies in Africa.  With a special 

focus on the mining sector. Examples from Chinese Companies operating in Zambia, Gabon, 

Mozambique and Angola are used to illustrate the positive and negative sides. 

 

 

 

 

 

讲座 Courses and Lectures  
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每周简报 The Weekly Briefing  

T he CCS Weekly Briefing is a round-up of the week’s most pertinent China-Africa and China-

Business stories. It tracks China and China-Africa related news with a special focus on 

Chinese trade and investment activity on the African continent. It is sent out to over 5000 

subscribers every Friday and posted on our Facebook page and Twitter feed. 

 

 

.  
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CCS Social Media 

In order for higher education to maintain its relevance to broader audiences, it is increasingly 

indispensable for academic institutions to engage with electronic and social media including 

Twitter, Facebook, television, radio and newspapers. Within Stellenbosch University, the CCS 

exerts a significant media footprint (as can be seen on page 45), with staff members appearing in 

local and international media outlets several times per month. This high-impact engagement has 

much to do with the niche expertise of the centre, which is in high demand. Such engagement 

allows the centre to bridge a crucial gap between academic research and public understanding. 

This is particularly important with regard to the China-Africa engagement, a field where 

misunderstandings and anxiety around intentions remain rife. The international exposure of the 

CCS also lends additional reach to the Stellenbosch University brand.     

CCS Social media followers and likes: 2013 - 2015 
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媒体 CCS in the Media 2015  

11 January 2015 

‘South Africa and China: Behind the Smoke 

and Mirrors.’- Mail and Guardian 

15 January 2015 

‘China ramping-up its assistance to Africa in the 

fight against Ebola’ – ChannelAfrica  

17 January 2015 

‘China-South Africa economic engagement’ – 

Radio France   

18 February 2015 

‘Helping Africa build Chinese expertise’ – 

SouthAfrica.info  

26 February 2015 

‘Promote co-ordination to achieve ambitious 

goals’ – People’s Daily  

25 March 2015 

‘China is struggling to enter a new era of 

development’ – Social Sciences in China Press  

10 April 2015 

‘Chinese People’s Political Consultative 

Conference’ – Plataforma  

10 April 

‘Wildlife China’ – Channel Africa 

17 April 2015 

‘Angola Mode’ – The Paper  

May 2015 

‘CCS highlighted in spotlight series’ – Eldis  

 

14 May 2015 

‘Djibouti welcomes China to the playground of 

the superpowers’ – Daily Maverick  

2 June 2015 

‘Laundromat withdraws offensive ad’ – Business 

Day Live  

17 July 2015 

‘China – Making Its Mark In East Africa’ – 

Business Media Live  

29 July 2015 

‘What is driving China’s resurgence in Africa?’ – 

CNBC Africa  

August 2015 

‘Schools Introduce Mandarin – What Does that 

Mean for You?’ – Cosmopolitan  

04 August 2015 

‘Afternoon Talk, What lessons can South 

Africans learn from the Chinese?’ – SAfm  

12 August 2015 

‘Afrique du Sud: le mandarin enseigné à l’école 

primaire l’an prochain’ – Africatime.com  

12 August 2015 

‘South Africa to teach Mandarin in schools’ – 

The News Daily  

13 August 2015 

‘South Africa to teach Mandarin in schools’ – 

AFP 
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媒体 CCS in the Media 2015  

13 August 2015 

‘China sponsors South Africa to teach Mandarin in  schools’ – Aljazeera  

14 August 2015 

‘China and the language of trade’ – Business Day  

20 August 2015 

‘Africa Check: ANC research head’s claim that China has “opposition parties” is misleading’  

– Daily Maverick  

21 August 2015 

‘SA and China: A love founded on state control’ – Mail and Guardian  

21 September 2015 

‘Cinéma : Nollywood et Chinawood partagent l’affiche’ – Le Monde Afrique  

29 September 2015 

‘China Wins Africa Friends by Building Dam in Ebola Outbreak’ – Bloomberg Business  

02 October 2015 

‘Chinese workers brave Ebola and win friends’ – Mail and Guardian  

27 November 2015 

‘Everyone’s friend’ – China Daily  

30 November 2015 

‘China’s Industrialization Plans for Africa’- Cape Argus 

09 December 2015 

‘South Africa and China: lessons on how to balance conservation and tourism.’- The 

Conversation 
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13 January 2015. Zhang, Q. China Africa De-

velopment Fund: beyond a foreign policy in-

strument. 

20 January 2015. Attwell, R.  Politics and 

peacekeeping: Japanese constitutional re-

form and its African implication. 

27 January 2015. Burgess, M. Chinese envi-

ronmental NGOs welcomed to the war 

against pollution. 

04 February 2015. Huang, Y. & Chen, S. The 

convergence of the Chinese and African 

dream. 

09 February 2015. Anthony, R. The AU-China 

infrastructure deal: a shifting terrain. 

18 February 2015. Zhang, Q. Responsible in-

vesting in Africa: building China’s competi-

tiveness.  

23 February 2015. Kim, Y.  Economic pragma-

tism in East Asia: a perspective from Taiwan. 

02 March 2015. O’Brien, L.  China-Africa rhet-

oric: lessons from the World Economic Fo-

rum. 

11 March 2015. Anthony, R. Chinese People’s 

Political Consultative Conference…the begin-

ning of the end?  

16 March 2015. Burgess, M.  Chinese NGO’s 

can do more in the fight against wildlife 

crime. 

23 March 2015. Tukić, N. China’s crackdown 

on corruption and crime: domestic vs interna-

tional. 

30 March 2015. Esterhuyse, H. Under the 

Dome of the CCP – interpreting the success of 

China’s viral environmental documentary.  

14 April 2015. Kim, Y.  The Asian Infrastruc-

ture Investment Bank –the logic behind the 

creation. 

22 April 2015. Tembe, P. Teaching Mandarin 

at South African schools – empowerment or 

submission.  

30 April 2015. Anthony, R. Xenophobia in 

South Africa: implications for Chinese com-

munities.  

13 May 2015. Kim, Y. A new round of AGOA: 

Is Africa ready for opportunity? 

25 May 2015. Burgess, M. China and India: 

commercial co-operation and economic com-

petition.  

01 June 2015. Chen, S. Should the BRICS Bank 

be depressed by China’s new initiatives? 

08 June 2015. Esterhuyse, H. EU imposed tar-

iffs on Chinese solar PV companies – counter-

intuitive or smart? 

22 June 2015. Grimm, S. & Mbeva, K. G7 and 

the partnership with Africa. 

29 June 2015. Tukić, N. Chinese companies 

awarded US$ 9 billion to construct railways in 

Tanzania. 

06 July 2015. Tembe, P. Misconceptions and 

omissions in the China-Africa discourse.  

13 July 2015. Scott, E. China’s “One Belt, One 

Road” strategy meets the UAE’s Look East 

Policy. 

20 July 2015. Dynamic, B. The eradication of 

casualization in Zambia: local agency and eco-

nomic win-win in Sino-Zambian relations. 

 

评论 Commentaries  
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27 July 2015. Burgess, M. If you want to consume more, you have to consume more responsibly. 

05 August 2015. Gull, O. Is Huawei a new model for Chinese corporate social responsibility? 

17 August 2015. Anthony, R. South African foreign policy and emerging powers. 

24 August 2015. Kim, Y. Regional economic integration in Africa: Lessons from Southeast Asia. 

07 September 2015. Tukić, N. Nollywood: an untapped opportunity for deepening China-Africa 

relations? 

14 September 2015. Esterhuyse, H. Focusing FOCAC on bankability: turning ink on paper into re-

newable energy power. 

23 September 2015. O’Brien, L. Stability through crisis: Chinese neoliberal development practices 

promote sustainability and security for Africa?  

05 October 2015. Anthony, R.  China-US relations: pragmatism… for now. 

12 October 2015. Yen, C. Taiwan wary of Burkina Faso’s political turmoil. 

26 October 2015. Kim, Y. Power entanglement in regional integration frameworks. 

16 November 2015. Burgess, M. Environmental matters at FOCAC VI: more than just “other 

matters.” 

30 November 2015. Tukić, N. FOCAC VI and the future of infrastructure in Africa 

07 December 2015. Benabdallah, L. What does the new comprehensive strategic co-operation 

mean for China-Africa relations? 

评论 Commentaries  
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2016 Year Ahead 
As China’s economic transition continues, effects on African economies will continue to be felt 

- particularly in those countries which are dependent on commodity exports. As part of China’s 

broader re-balancing, it has pledged to embark on greater industrialization efforts in Africa, in 

the form of training, the further development of economic zones and proposed setting up of 

manufacturing industries in Africa. Additionally, its launch of the One Belt One Road initiative - 

a raft of infrastructural and manufacturing projects abroad which will extend through Central 

and South East Asia, as well as East Africa - will continue in 2016.  

The  degree to which China can implement these schemes will play a role in its ability to up-hold 

its international reputation as a key facilitator of international development assistance. China is 

currently in a state of flux - if it is to follow the plans which it has laid out, we will witness a diver-

sification of its engagements abroad. Particularly for Africa, its plans for increased Foreign Direct 

Investment and development of Africa’s manufacturing sector will mark a significant shift, if they 

are to pan out. In this sense, while the “honeymoon” of China - Africa - that is to say, the rela-

tionship during China’s domestic boom years - may be at an end, this by no means entails the 

end of the relationship. Politically, China’s policy of “non-interference” will continue to be put to 

the test. China has recently announced its intention to set up its first base abroad in Djibouti (a 

small African country which already houses American and French military bases). While avoiding 

the term “military base” - China refers to it as “support facilities” - the move will confirm convic-

tions, be they of those which support China’s growing role as a peacekeeper in the region, or 

those that view the relationship as increasingly asymmetrical.     

Irrespective of the path these transitions take, one thing is for sure: China will remain highly rele-

vant for the African continent as well as the world at large. The CCS continues to play an im-

portant role in giving context to this relationship to both domestic and international audiences. 

Within the past decade or so, scholarly research on China and the China-Africa relationship with-

in Africa has grown significantly, with a number of students who have carried out PhD and Post-

Doctoral research within the field, as well as a number of university lecturers who have also ex-

tended their research into this field. It is crucial that South Africa and Africa more broadly, con-

tinue to develop its grasp on the East Asian region. The CCS’s role in both research and teaching 

in this regard continues to serve a vital function as South African higher education transitions to 

this new reality.   

 

展望 Looking Forward   

 

Ross Anthony 
Interim Director  CCS 
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Bronwyn Grobler 

Tichafa Chidzonga 
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If you wish to support the analysis of China-

Africa relations by the Centre for Chinese Stud-

ies, Stellenbosch University, please contact us! 

 

 

Contact:  

Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 

 

 

 

  

   +27 21 808 2840 

 +27 86 542 0362 

 ccsinfo@sun.ac.za  

 www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 @ccs_stell 

 facebook.com/ccs.stell 

联系我们 Contact Info  
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