
China and Japan meet to improve bilateral relations 

Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida visited China this week. His trip marks the first bi-lateral visit by a 

Japanese foreign minister to China in more than four years. The two countries expressed their willingness to 

improve years of strained relations and strengthen political trust. Japan and China’s political history has 

struggled over the legacy of World War II and conflicting claims over the East China Sea islet, according to 

Reuters (US) and Bloomberg (US) reports, China and Japan are considering collaboration in areas such as 

energy, finance, tourism, disaster relief and dealing with an aging population. 

Chinese high court rules against Apple trademark lawsuit  

The Beijing Municipal High People's Court has ruled in favour of Xintong Tiandi Technology to allow the 

company to use the “IPhone” name on its leather wallets, mobile cases and handbags. According to BBC (UK), 

Xintong Tiandi trademarked "IPHONE" for leather products in China in 2010. Even though Apple iPhones in 

China first went on sale in 2009, the court has ruled that Apple could not prove that the brand “iPhone” was 

famous in China prior to Xintong Tiandi filing for its trademark application in 2007. Having prevailed in other 

cases against Xintong Tiandi, Apple plans to request a retrial, Huffington Post (Canada) reports.  

China supports United Nations decision to end sanctions against Cote d’Ivoire 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has adopted a resolution with its 15-member body to terminate all 

sanctions against Cote d’Ivoire. The sanctions involved a 12-year arms embargo, travel bans and targeted 

asset freezes, according to Xinhua (China). Earlier this year during a goodwill visit to Cote d’Ivoire, the 

Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, Yu Zhengsheng announced China’s 

support for African countries under sanctions is a sign of its commitment for stronger ties by enhancing political 

trust with Africa, reports Celebrating Progress Africa (Nigeria).   

African Union and China commit to elevating bilateral relationship 

The African Union (AU) hosted an event in Addis Ababa to celebrate the first anniversary of the establishment 

of Chinese mission to the pan-African bloc. Remarks from both China and the AU reiterated commitments in 

support of strengthening co-operation between China and Africa in areas such as peace and security and 

human capital development, reports Xinhua (China). The event comes after the conclusion of the first AU-

China Human Rights Dialogue in April, which marked an important step in co-operation through shared 

experience between the two entities, according to African Brains (Nigeria).    

Kenya signs deal with China to support capacity building in the petroleum sub-sector 

Mount Kenya University has signed a five year academic partnership deal with China University of Petroleum. 

The two institutions agreed to jointly promote and develop academic co-operation through the exchange of 

curriculum, teaching staff, research personnel and students, reports The Star (Kenya). According to Mediamax 

Network (Kenya), Africa is well-supplied with natural resources, but, has limited capabilities. It is anticipated 

that collaborative scientific and technological research projects will help Kenya to address skill gaps in 

structural engineering and in the oil and gas sector.  

Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell 

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                              06 May 2016 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-japan-idUSKCN0XR02H
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-04-30/abe-xi-summit-seen-at-g-20-as-japan-s-top-diplomat-visits-china
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-36200481
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/05/04/iphone-trademark-china-lawsuit_n_9842924.html
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-04/29/c_135322977.htm
http://www.cp-africa.com/2016/04/20/cote-divoire-china-seeks-to-align-plans-for-africa-co-operation/
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-05/04/c_135332004.htm
http://africanbrains.net/2016/04/15/first-au-china-human-rights-dialogue-concludes-african-union-headquarters/
http://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2016/05/03/mku-signs-deal-with-chinese-university-to-boost-kenyas-petroleum_c1343048
http://www.mediamaxnetwork.co.ke/people-daily/217517/mku-chinese-university-seal-training-deal/
http://www.mediamaxnetwork.co.ke/people-daily/217517/mku-chinese-university-seal-training-deal/
http://www.sun.ac.za/ccs

