
Chinese peacekeeper killed in Mali attack 

Recent attacks on United Nations (UN) sites in northern Mali killed five people including a Chinese UN 

peacekeeper. The UN mission in Mali was set up in 2013 to help stabilise the country following a rebellion by 

Islamist jihadists and ethnic Tuareg fighters, reports BBC (UK). According to CCTV (China), the Chinese 

government strongly condemns the terrorist attack and has asked the Mali government and the UN to 

investigate the incident immediately. At present, more than 2,400 Chinese peacekeepers are operating in 

seven African task areas including Mali, Liberia, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

 

Chinese company withdraws detergent advert after racism outcry 

According to The Independent (UK), a Chinese washing powder company, which released a TV advertisement 

showing a black man being washed by its product before transforming into a light-skinned Asian man, has 

apologised for any offence caused. The company pulled the advert after the clip went viral and drew both 

outrage and scores of media reports outside the country. In response to the outcry, the detergent maker has 

blamed foreign media for escalating controversy over the advert, reports USATODAY (China).  

 

Turkey seeks deeper relations with Africa 

Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan visited Uganda, Kenya and Somalia this week. A business 

delegation from Turkey accompanied the President during his trip to strengthen economic ties with these 

countries, according to The Independent (Uganda). Turkey-Africa relations have gained a substantial 

momentum since the declaration of Turkey as a strategic partner of the continent by the African Union in 

January 2008. Currently, there are 39 Turkish embassies in Africa, and 32 African embassies in Turkey, 

reports TRTWorld (Istanbul). 

 

China and North Korea seek to mend ties  

Ri Su-yong, vice chairman of the North Korean ruling Workers' Party of Korea, visited China to restore relations 

strained by the fourth nuclear test in January in defiance of the international community, reports, Voice of 

America (US). The bilateral relations have been rocky for several years as Beijing was angered by North 

Korea’s pursuit of nuclear weapons. Ri Su-yong is the first North Korean figure Xi Jinping has met in the three 

years since he came to office. This reflects Beijing’s realpolitik as it tries to maintain its influence over the 

reclusive regime, despite their deep divide over the nuclear issue, according to South China Morning Post 

(Hong Kong). 

 

China and Togo agree to upgrade co-operation 

The president of Togo, Faure Gnassingbe, was on a state visit to China and has met with his Chinese 

counterpart Xi Jinping in Beijing. The two countries signed seven deals ranging from technological transfers to 

China's investment in Togo’s infrastructure construction, reports All Africa (Togo). According to CCTV (China), 

the Togolese president is the third head of state to visit China in the past two months, following his Nigerian 

and Mozambican counterparts. The recent string of African leaders' visiting China is partly in response to last 

year’s FOCAC Summit in Johannesburg.  
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