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Chinese envoy meets with President Robert Mugabe  

This week, a Chinese special envoy arrived in Harare to meet with President Mugabe. Both sides discussed 

the implementation of deals signed when the two leaders paid reciprocal State visits in 2014 and 2015. China 

has committed to assisting Zimbabwe to achieve economic stability and socio-economic development through 

infrastructural projects and food aid, according to All Africa (South Africa). Despite criticisms on the practice of 

Chinese businesses in Zimbabwe earlier in the year from President Mugabe, both countries confirm their 

commitments to maintain a close relationship, News Ghana (Ghana) reports.  

China-Africa media corporations sign partnership agreements  

 A media cooperation forum was held in Beijing focusing on expanding media partnerships between China and 

Africa in three different areas. This includes reshaping the world’s opinion about China and Africa, advancing 

new technology in the media sector and addressing issues concerning the quality of film and TV content in 

both China and Africa, CRIENGLISH (China) reports. Various media outlets signed agreements to strengthen 

mutual development and exchanges in the media sector, according to Front Page Africa (Liberia).  

 

China and Uzbekistan establish strategic economic cooperation 
 On Thursday President Xi Jinping made an official state visit to Uzbekistan. Both signed a joint statement to 

elevate China-Uzbekistan relations to a comprehensive strategic partnership, according to Xinhua (China). 

China is now Uzbekistan’s second largest trade partner after Europe. The economic partnership is expected to 

create jobs and enhance economic development for both countries, reports CCTV (China). China's Belt and 

Road initiative also plans to develop trade with Central Asia, helping to boost the region's economy and 

strengthen economic cooperation.  

 

African governments support China on South China Sea disputes 

In 2013 the Philippines filed for unilateral arbitration through the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea (UNCLOS) with China for claims over the South China Sea. China responded by refusing to participate in 

the proceedings. In support of China, the Arab league, the African Union, Tanzania, Uganda, Gambia and 

Kenya have called for both countries to resolve their issues bilaterally in accordance with the rules of the 

UNCLOS, reports All Africa (South Africa). According to The BRICS Post (UK), South Africa has formally 

expressed its support for China’s position on sovereignty over the territory. 

 

Animal rights activists and vendors clash at Chinese dog meat festival 
China’s city of Yulin kicked off its annual dog-meat eating festival. The festival, held every year to celebrate 

summer solstice, is rooted in ancient tradition with some believing eating dog meat repels against the cold, 

brings good luck and  health. In opposition, animal rights activists have been buying, capturing and freeing 

caged dogs to prevent them from being mistreated and slaughtered. According to The Independent (UK), some 

Chinese locals are frustrated over their traditions being interrupted. Chinese officials say the government has 

never officially recognised the festival and has attempted to make counter measures to deal with the selling of 

dogs, reports CBS News (US). 
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