
International Energy Agency (IEA) reveals China’s growing role in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) 

power sector  
Access to electricity is still lagging behind the rest of the world in SSA, with over 635 million people living 

without electricity. The power sector in SSA needs greater access to capital funds, technologies, and capacity 

building. A report by the IEA (France) indicates that power projects built by Chinese companies are now a 

major source of finance contributing significantly to expanding the region’s power sector. Chinese companies 

have invested around US$13 billion between 2010 and 2015 into SAA. Chinese companies are involved in 

biomass and waste-to-energy projects in Ethiopia, and hydropower dams in Gabon and Zambia, and other 

renewable energy projects in Senegal and South Africa, reports Clean Technica (US).  

The president of the Republic of Congo makes state visit to China 

Republic of Congo President Denis Sassou Nguesso met with President Xi Jinping in China this week. 

Through a series of cooperation agreements the two leaders have agreed to advance their bi-lateral relations. 

The agreements contribute towards enhancing investments in energy, infrastructure, finance and agriculture 

sectors, reports CCTV (China). Chinese ambassador to Congo, Xia Huang said that the two visits made by 

President Nguesso to China in less than 3 years shows "the quality of relations and deep trust between the two 

presidents," according to Xinhua (China). 

Chinese company vows to support Namibia’s development plans 

Swakop Uranium mine's CEO met with Namibia’s President Geingob this week to discuss helping the country 

to achieve its goals in the newly launched Harambee Prosperity Plan, according to Lela (Namibia). The 

company is owned by Taurus Minerals Limited of Hong Kong. Taurus is an entity owned by China General 

Nuclear Power Corporation (CGNPC). It has invested US$ 2.5 billion in Namibia’s Husab mine. The company’s 

plans with the government aim to provide services to support vocational training, food banks, youth 

unemployment, drought relief, sanitation and rural development, Xinhua (China) reports.  

Four BRICS countries request amendments to the UN resolution on internet access 

The United Nations Human Rights Council has adopted a resolution on the promotion, protection and 

enjoyment of human rights on the internet. South Africa, Russia, India and China requested amendments to 

the draft such as the freedom of expression and the shutting down of internet access, reports Mail and 

Guardian (South Africa). The resolution, meanwhile, was written and supported by countries ranging from the 

likes of Australia, the United States, the United Kingdom, Nigeria, Senegal and Turkey, according to Daily 

Maverick (South Africa). 

EgyptAir increases flights to China 

Despite civil unrest and terrorist attacks in Egypt, the government is attempting to implement new strategies to 

secure a steady flow of foreign visitors including Chinese tourists, reports Daily News Egypt (Egypt). Recently, 

the Chairman & CEO of EgyptAir Holding Company, Safwat Mosallam announced that the airline will increase 

the number of flights to China's city of Guangzhou to one flight per day instead of the previous five flights a 

week, according to Egypt Independent (Egypt). This move reflects growing stability in the country and the 

importance of the Chinese tourism sector in the anticipated demand for business and tourist traffic.  
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