
China’s Export-Import Bank (Exim) loan Tanzania US$ 7.6 billion for railway 

China’s Exim bank has agreed to provide Tanzania a loan to finance the construction of a railway line, which 

will begin this year. The railway will be an important channel for regional trade links with its landlocked 

neighbours Burundi, Uganda and Rwanda. This will better facilitate the transport of goods to Tanzania’s port 

along the Indian Ocean, Bloomberg (US) reports. Tanzania is Africa’s fifth biggest gold producer and has 

significant natural gas reserves. The loan will improve transport infrastructure for the East African region, which 

has been under invested for years, according to Reuters (Africa). 

Huawei invests US$ 5 million innovation centre in Africa 

Chinese telecom company Huawei has opened the first Innovation and Experience Centre in Sandton, South 

Africa. The innovation centre will provide technical assistance and expertise in Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT), reports Tech Financials (South Africa). The investment forms part of a five-year co-

operative agreement between South Africa’s Department of Telecommunications and Postal Services and 

Huawei, to train and mentor 1 000 local small and medium-sized enterprises in ICT skills, according to IT 

Online (South Africa). It is expected that Huawei’s investment plans in ICT across African will contribute 

towards economic growth.  

Kenyan officials divided on fish imports from China 

Due to shortages of fish from Lake Victoria the East African Sea Food Limited (EASF) has been importing 

tilapia fish from China for the Kisumu market, reports Standard Media (Kenya). The Kisumu County Assembly 

has called for a ban on the importation of fish from China, as it threatens trade and employment for local fish 

traders. However, local legislator, Joseph Osano, opposes the ban and argues the China-Kenya commodity 

agreement helps to meet the fish deficit. The aquaculture industry has also called on the government to inject 

more capital into the industry to meet local demand, according to Citizen TV (Kenya). 

China plans to send special envoy to South Sudan 

According to EWN (South Africa), China’s foreign ministry has announced plans to send a special envoy in 

support of African mediation efforts to resolve the political crisis in South Sudan. China has energy interests in 

South Sudan and while operations have not been affected, many foreigners have been evacuated, reports 

Reuters (US). Insecurity in South Sudan is predicted to continue and exacerbate the influx of refugees in 

neighbouring countries. The risk of instability across the East African region is likely to jeopardize investments 

in energy, mining and agricultural sectors. 

South China Sea ruling inspires an outburst of patriotism in China 

The Chinese government’s accusations that the United States (US) influenced the Philippines to dispute 

claims over the South China Sea have fuelled public anger and patriotic sentiments. Chinese nationalists have 

organized boycotts at US-owned companies such as KFC and McDonald’s and taken to social media to smash 

Apple iPhones in protest, according to CNN (US). The Chinese government has criticized protestors and called 

for citizens to stop the boycott. With three people having been detained outside KFC, the state media and 

police have called for “rational patriotism,” reports China Daily (China).    
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