
Beijing to host Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) follow-up meeting 

China and 53 representatives from African countries will discuss the implementation of follow-up actions of the 

FOCAC summit held last December in Johannesburg, Shanghai Daily (China) reports. South Africa’s 

International Relations and Cooperation Minister, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, will lead a South African 

delegation to a meeting. The two countries signed 26 agreements worth ZAR 94 billion during the summit. 

South African state-owned enterprises including Eskom, Transnet, the Industrial Development Corporation, SA 

National Space Agency and the SA Nuclear Corporation also signed deals with Chinese institutions, according 

to SA News (South Africa). 

 

Chinese authorities crack down on online news reporting 

China has banned some of its top internet companies from reporting original news stories, amid concern from 

authorities over increasingly edgy original reporting, according to The Telegraph (UK). Despite criticism of 

China's internet censorship, the Ministry of Public Security announced that it will launch an offensive against 

internet live shows that feature obscene, violent or illegal content. The Ministry said that live broadcasts have 

been abused by some to stream pornographic shows or host online gambling. Police will supervise website 

operators to ensure the legality of content and shut down accounts that flout the law, Xinhua (China) reports.  

 
Chinese polluters to face more business, financing restrictions 

 
China has been cracking down on polluting enterprises, raising fines and threatening criminal action against 

persistent offenders. The country will beef up its enforcement by strengthening dedicated courts, police 

authorities and financial regulators, according to Reuters (UK). The ministry and other central government 

agencies, including the People's Bank of China, signed a co-operation agreement. They will soon draw up a 

blacklist of offenders. The companies on the list may be barred from entering certain businesses, blocked from 

applying for business permits or disqualified from loans, Xinhua (China) reports. 

 

Japan to increase investment in Ethiopia 

The Japan External Trade Organization’s (JETO) Ethiopia Office was officially inaugurated to promote bi-lateral 

trade and investment. The Ethiopian Investment Commission (EIC) and JETRO signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) that would help bolster the economic relations of the nations. JETRO will also provide 

information and support to Ethiopian investors looking for successful entry and expansion in the Japanese 

market, according to the Ethiopia Herald (Ethiopia). Ethiopia has become Africa's manufacturing powerhouse; 

industrial parks have attracted foreign manufacturing firms, especially making textiles and apparel, SABC 

(South Africa) reports. 

 
India-Mauritius economic partnership strengthened   

 
While India has enhanced ties with the African Indian Ocean Rim Countries, the first India-Mauritius Global 

Partnership Conference was held in Mauritius in which 250-300 businessmen from India participated. Indian 

investors are to set up ventures in various potential sectors like tourism, manufacturing, and food processing 

among others, The Times of India (India) reports. In 2015, the total imports from India by Mauritius reached 

US$2 billion which comprised import of pharmaceutical products, rice and petroleum items. Mauritius exports 

to India stood at US$ 20 million, according to The Economic Times (India). 
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