
Kenyan railway workers protest against Chinese employer   

The China Railways Engineering Group’s construction workers in Kenya protested against poor working 

conditions and low wages. The Chinese company was awarded a contract by the Kenya National Highways 

Authority to build three interchanges along the northern corridor in a World Bank-funded project, reports 

Hivisasa (Kenya). Recently, tensions have been high between Kenyan and Chinese workers. Though Kenya 

introduced a law guiding the employment of foreigners, locals are concerned about Chinese labourers being 

flown in to work on a project in Kenya, according to Quartz (Africa). 

Beijing pledges to build Zimbabwe’s new parliament 

Zimbabwe and China signed an agreement worth US$ 46 million to fund the construction of a new parliament 

building. The agreement was signed during the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) follow-up 

meeting held in Beijing shortly, according to Newsweek (US). China has continued to expand its influence in 

Zimbabwe. Beijing was the top destination for Zimbabwean exports in 2015. Chinese tourists into Zimbabwe 

also grew 107 per cent in the first quarter of 2016; China is now Zimbabwe's second largest tourist source 

market in Asia after Japan, reports Zimbabwe Star (Australia).  

China's WeChat takes on WhatsApp in Africa 

China’s biggest internet-based mobile messaging platform, WeChat, competes fiercely with Facebook’s 

WhatsApp in the African market. WeChat Africa is a joint venture between Chinese internet giant Tencent and 

South Africa’s Naspers, which also owns MultiChoice, South Africa’s satellite television monopoly, reports 

Investor Newswire (US). WhatsApp has been used far more widely in the continent offering free texting. 

WeChat offers an array of services that include money transfers, prepaid electricity and airtime purchases and 

it has a lot of experience selling these to lower income users in China, according to AFKInsider (US).  

 

China opposes Japan's defense white paper 

China condemned Japan's 2016 Defense White Paper, stating that it plays up the “China threat” and stirs up 

tensions in the region with a view to justifying Japan’s new security bills, reports Xinhua (China). The white 

paper called China's reclamation moves in the South China Sea a provocation, and urged Beijing to accept a 

recent international arbitration ruling. The white paper also called North Korea's nuclear and missile 

development a "grave and imminent threat" to the region and international security, according to International 

Business Times (UK). 

North Korean diplomat visits Angola to renew ties 

The deputy minister of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Sin Hong, visited Luanda 

for a four-day official visit to Angola, according to Angola Press Agency (Angola). Angola and North Korea 

established diplomatic relations in November, 1975, hence bi-lateral co-operation between the two countries 

date back to the national liberation struggle. Recently, North Korean missions in southern Africa have been 

criticised of the trade in endangered species to generate income for the central government and for North 

Korean embassies abroad. According to Guardian (Africa), North Korean embassies have been involved in 16 

illegal smuggling cases in southern Africa.  
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