
China and Sierra Leone sign medical agreements 

China and Sierra Leone have signed two medical agreements for collaboration with Chinese doctors in the 

areas of maternal health and eye surgery. Medical aid in Sierra Leone was prompted by the shortage of 

doctors that was realised during the Ebola crisis, according to ENCA (South Africa). The agreement, which is 

being referred to as the ‘Journey to Brightness’ will consist of two teams to perform cataract operations and 

assist in maternal and child care; food nourishment, child health and development, reports Awoko (Sierra 

Leone). Chinese Ambassador, Zhao Yanbo, added that after the Chinese doctors leave, any remaining 

medical equipment will be left for Sierra Leone’s Health Ministry.  

Chinese company hires 1,000 Cameroonians for construction of local dam 

Chinese company Sinohydro announced that it will hire 1,400 workers for the construction of the Bini dam in 

Warak in Cameroon. The global workforce will include 1,000 Cameroonian employees and 400 Chinese 

nationals, reports Business in Cameron (Cameroon). The construction of the new dam is set to replace the 

Lagdo dam in order to meet electricity demands in the area. The Bini projects in Warak will be financed by a 

loan granted to the Cameroonian government by the International and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC). The 

loans are part of the ICBC’s investment plans to support critical development projects in Cameroon, according 

to Morning Star (US). 

Tanzania Tourist Board (TTB) aims to attract more Chinese tourists 

The new board of directors for the TTB plans to increase the current number of tourists in Tanzania from one 

million per year to three million by 2018. With the number of visitors from China steadily increasing, the board 

has chosen to make China a priority country. The TTB has organised media trips with Chinese journalists to 

advertise Tanzania’s tourism sites to China, reports The Citizen (Tanzania). The government is set to conduct 

inspections of hotels every six months in order to improve customer service and infrastructure in tourism, 

according to All Africa (South Africa). 

Apple Inc set to build Research and Development center in China 

Apple’s Chief Executive, Tim Cook, has announced plans to build the first Asia-Pacific Research and 

Development center in China by the end of 2016. The move comes as part of a strategy to recoup declining 

revenues by increasing investment in the smartphone market. According to Shanghai Daily (China), Apple’s 

revenues in China are down 33 per cent since last year. To establish the project Cook is currently engaged in 

a goodwill visit in China to meet with government officials and tour local Apple stores, reports the Wall Street 

Journal (US).   

North Korean diplomat in London defects to South Korea 

Thae Yong-ho, North Korea’s second diplomat in Britain has recently defected to South Korea with his family. 

Mr Thae’s reasons for fleeing remain unclear, however, it is suggested that his dissatisfaction with the Kim 

Jong-un regime incited his move. The diplomat was recognised in British media for his speeches defending 

North Korea and for his family’s legacy in North Korean history, according to The Guardian (UK). While South 

Korean officials view the rising number of defectors as a sign of the weakening of the Kim Jong-un regime, The 

New York Times (US) cautions such conclusions against isolated defections of North Korean elites.      
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