
Renminbi usage increases in South Africa 

According to SWIFT (UK), Renminbi (RMB) usage in payments across South Africa increased 65 per cent over 

the past year. The firm suggests the establishment of the RMB clearing centre in South Africa last year has 

been a catalyst for RMB growth because it has strengthened trade relations with China and Hong Kong. It is 

expected that the Memorandum of Understanding on the Promotion of China-Africa Co-operation signed by 

China and 50 African governments during the Forum on China-Africa Co-operation (FOCAC), to boost trade 

and investment will increase commercial exchanges and RMB growth, reports Moneyweb (South Africa). 

Chinese and Austrian company to upgrade highway in Zimbabwe 

The Austrian-owned company, Geiger International, has teamed up with state-owned China Harbour 

Engineering Company (CHEC) for the Beitbridge-Harare-Chirundu rehabilitation and dualisation project. The 

Zimbabwean government signed a US$ 2.7 billion agreement with the two companies for upgrades and adding 

more lanes to the 900km Chirundu highway, reports BDlive (South Africa). The highway is economically 

significant because it links Zimbabwe and Zambia to the Indian Ocean ports of Durban and Richards Bay. With 

a concession period of 20 years, CHEC has been announced as the main contractor and Geiger International 

as the financer for the project, according to The Zimbabwe Mail (Zimbabwe).  

China and Ethiopia boost co-operation in tourism 

The Chinese Embassy in Addis Ababa hosted a dialogue on the China-Ethiopia Tourism Industry Co-operation 

to strengthen bi-lateral co-operation and create mutual benefits in Ethiopia’s tourism sector. The forum was 

aimed at discussing ways to enhance investment from Chinese companies and also promote Ethiopia’s 

potential as a tourist destination, according to COTRI (China). Ethiopia’s government officials expressed 

interest in the construction of hotels, lodges and resorts across tourist attractions. The government will also 

provide various incentives such as free imports of capitals goods, tax holidays and access to land at 

competitive lease prices, reports ENA (Ethiopia).  

China pledges humanitarian aid to South Sudan  

Chinese Ambassador to South Sudan, Ma Qiang, has pledged US$ 10 million in aid to help South Sudan’s 

humanitarian needs. The funds will be used to purchase food and non-food items for those in dire humanitarian 

conditions. Renewed fighting in South Sudan, which began in 2013 between forces loyal to 

President SalvaKiir and those loyal to rebel leader Riek Machar has exacerbated violence, hunger, 

displacement and disease in the region, reports Xinhua (China). The urgency of the situation continues with a 

plea from the United Nations Humanitarian Co-ordinator in Sudan, Marta Ruedas, for governments to increase 

humanitarian intervention in Sudan, according to Africa Review, (Kenya). 

China’s Zika rule causes concern for United States exporters  

Earlier this year China created a list of 56 Zika-infected countries that requires exporters to fumigate all 

containers either upon arrival in China or at the country of origin, with proof of fumigation documents. The 

regulations are aimed at preventing the spread of the Zika virus in China by controlling the mosquito vector, 

reports Global Times (China). Recently, the United States (US) has been added to the list of Zika-infected 

countries. According to the Wall Street Journal (US), exporters fear delay in shipments, added costs to 

fumigate containers, and a loss of business due to the new restrictions.  
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