
China Railway Construction Corporation to construct light railway in Nigeria  

In Nigeria’s city of Kano, China Railway Construction Corporation (CRCC) has signed a US$ 1.851 billion 

contract with the state government to construct the Kano city light rail. Mr. Wei Guo Qin, of the CRCC has 

received the provisional letter of award for the contract, which is awaiting approval from the President of 

Nigeria, according to Railway Technology (UK). The CRCC will build a light rail with a total track length of 74.3 

kilometres. The rail system will ease the movement of goods and services through various routes in Kano city, 

reports The Union (Nigeria). 

China and Namibia to enhance solar and wind energy co-operation 

Chinese legislator, Zhang Dejiang, announced China’s willingness to strengthen bi-lateral co-operation and 

exchanges with Namibia in sectors such as solar and wind energy, seawater desalination and ocean economy, 

agriculture, husbandry and fishery, reports China Daily (China). Enhanced productive co-operation in solar and 

wind energy will benefit Namibia’s renewable energy future. Namibia’s government is currently working on the 

final stages of a Renewable Energy Policy. The policy aims to encourage investment in the renewable energy 

sector in order to provide alternative and affordable energy services, according to The Namibian (Namibia).  

Beijing Automotive International Corporation to build auto plant in South Africa 

China’s state-owned Beijing Automotive International Corporation (BAIC), announced that it will build a US$ 

800 million auto plant in South Africa’s city of Port Elizabeth. China is the world’s largest auto market and is 

currently experiencing slower growth in local car industry sales. As a result, companies like BAIC are looking 

towards foreign markets for new sales, according to Caixin (China). As the largest foreign investment in South 

Africa in four decades, the BAIC plant is expected to create more than 2, 500 jobs and 60 per cent of its output 

is to be exported throughout Africa, reports Bloomberg (US). 

American businesswoman charged with espionage in China 

An American businesswoman, Mrs Sandy Phan-Gillis, from Houston, Texas, who has been held in China for 

over a year has been charged with espionage. Mrs Phan-Gillis is of Chinese ancestry and is charged with 

recruiting spies among Chinese citizens in the United States (US) and visiting China as a spy, reports The 

Telegraph (UK). According to Reuters (US), espionage cases involving the US and China have heightened 

tensions between the two countries. The US government has pressed China’s Foreign Ministry for more details 

and recommended a United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention to release Mrs Phan-Gillis.   

Mozambique and Japan strengthen bi-lateral co-operation 

On 28 August 2016, Mozambican President, Filipe Nyusi, and Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, attended 

the sixth edition of the Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD VI). The TICAD is held 

to promote dialogue and partnerships among African leaders and their development partners. During the 

conference, both countries expressed their willingness to increase co-operation in the economic sphere, 

reports All Africa (South Africa). On the side-lines of the conference, a US$ 19.5 million contract was signed 

with Japan’s Mitsubishi Corporation and Mozambique’s state-owned electricity company EDM, to build a sub-

station in Namialo, Northern Mozambique, according to Macauhub (Mozambique).    
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