
South Africa and Chinese firm partner for rail infrastructure initiatives 

Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa (PRASA) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

China Communication Construction Company limited (CCCC) for various infrastructure development initiatives. 

According to SA News (South Africa), the partnership will start off with infrastructure upgrades for the Moloto 

Rail Development Corridor in Mpumalanga. The initiative is aimed at providing better transport solutions in 

order to reduce traffic congestion and to help overcome public transport challenges for people travelling 

between Mpumalanga and Gauteng. President Jacob Zuma signed the MoU along with other projects with 

Chinese investors at the Investment Africa Forum, held in China recently, reports iafrica (South Africa). 

African countries tighten regulations on donkey exports to China  

Industrialisation in China has drastically reduced the country’s donkey populations by half. China’s government 

has been forced to import donkeys from Africa in order meet the needs of rural communities that rely on 

domesticated donkeys for farming, food and traditional medicines, according to The Guardian (UK). Profits for 

donkey traders in Kenya, Niger and Burkina Faso increased significantly by catering to the Chinese market. 

However, this is threatening the donkey population and local prices have also increased from US$ 34 to US$ 

145, forcing governments in Niger and Burkina Faso to ban donkey exports in order to stabilise local markets, 

reports ECNS (China).  

Diplomats and business community donate disaster relief in Tanzania 

Recently an earthquake measuring at a magnitude of 5.7 hit Tanzania’s Kagera region and left 17 people dead 

and over 200 injured. Diplomatic corps in Tanzania and the business community has contributed relief supplies 

to victims and almost US$ 700, 000 in cash and cash pledges. Among the donors, the Chinese Embassy has 

pledged US$ 50, 000 and Chinese companies operating in Tanzania have pledged US$ 70, 000, reports eNCA 

(South Africa). The Chinese Embassy will also send a team of five doctors to the region, which include a 

surgeon, a general doctor and specialists in women and children, Xinhua (China). 

Environment Ministers of BRICS countries meet in India 

The Environment ministers of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) are set to meet shortly in 

India, to discuss the MoU and the Joint Working Group on environment. The BRICS ministers are expected to 

discuss areas of mutual interest and co-operation which includes climate change, waste management, 

conservation biodiversity, air and water pollution, reports NDTV (India). The meeting has brought together 

countries with rich natural capital and bears significance in implementing agreements such as the Paris 

Agreement, Addis Ababa Action Agenda on financing for development and Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), according to India Today (India). 

China unseats 45 lawmakers for electoral fraud 

The National People’s Congress (NPC) Standing Committee has voted to invalidate the election of 45 of its 

deputies from the Liaoning Province. The deputies have been unseated for their involvement in bribery and 

buying votes during the 2013 elections, reports CRIENGLISH (China). The prestige given to lawmakers allows 

for more opportunities to influence political decisions and business contracts, which has heightened bribery 

scandals among politicians. In response, since taking office President Xi Jinping has advocated an anti-

corruption campaign to crackdown on power struggles within the NPC, according to Reuters (US).  
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