
Egypt negotiating a loan from China for renewable energy strategy 

On the sidelines of the Euromoney Egypt conference, Egypt is negotiating a US$ 4 billion loan from China to 

finance the country’s renewable energy strategy. According to Ahram Online (Egypt), China has shown its 

willingness to fund Egypt’s renewable energy projects in order to generate one gigawatt of electricity and a 

solar cells factory. Egypt’s Minister of International Co-operation, Sahar Nasr, announced that US$ 3 billion will 

be spent on development projects mainly in the energy sector and the remaining funds will be used to boost 

foreign reserves, reports The China Post (China). 

President Mugabe transfers formally white-owned farms to Chinese farmers 

More than five farms in Mashonaland Central, Zimbabwe have been taken over by Chinese farmers. The 

Zimbabwean government says Chinese investment will revive some of the farms left unproductive since the 

land seizures of white-owned farms in 2000, according to Zim News (Zimbabwe). The region has traditionally 

been one of the country’s top tobacco-producing areas. With millions of pounds invested in tobacco production, 

it is expected that the Chinese-run farms will grow and cure 1,500 acres of tobacco this year and increase 

employment opportunities in the area, reports The Telegraph (UK).     

Kenya attracting Chinese investment in agro-chemicals market   

The second China-Africa Agro-chemicals Summit and Exhibition held recently, has brought together Kenya’s 

policymakers, regulators and industry executives with 40 Chinese firms to showcase their products and 

business opportunities. Kenya plans to develop its agro-chemical industry through increased investment by 

introducing China’s technology, environmental pesticides and fertilizers, reports All Africa (South Africa). 

Chinese manufacturers of agro-chemicals expressed their confidence in the Kenyan market, which has seen 

an annual increase of 10 per cent in the use of pesticides and fertilizers, according to China.Org (China). With 

many African countries adopting highly mechanized farming systems, Chinese investment in the agro-

chemicals market is expected to continue to grow.  

Aspen Pharmacare targets market in China 

South Africa’s Aspen Pharmacare, Africa’s biggest generic drug maker has been facing disappointing 

pharmaceutical sales. In the past year this has resulted in failed domestic sales and an unplanned exit from 

Venezuela, reports Business Day Live (South Africa). To offset declining revenues Aspen Pharmacare plans to 

implement an international strategy aimed at accessing Chinese demand for high quality drugs at low prices, 

according to Independent Online (South Africa). The company, which sells products such as antiretroviral 

medicines, infant formula and hormones, will have a team of 700 sales people in China.  

China pledges additional aid for refugee and migrant crisis 

Premier Li Keqiang announced at the United Nations (UN) General Assembly China’s pledge to provide US$ 

100 million more in humanitarian aid. The funds will be used to tackle the global migrant and refugee crisis, 

along with a peacekeeping force of 8,000 troops, according to South China Morning Post (China). China 

intends to work with international organizations and other developing countries to address the social, political 

and security threats that large-scale movements of refugees pose for regional and local stability, reports 

Reuters (US). The pledge is part of a 10 year US$ 1 billion fund to support the UN.  

Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell 

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                              23 September 2016 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/3/12/244312/Business/Economy/Egypt-negotiates--bln-loan-from-China-for-its-rene.aspx
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/business/2016/09/21/478937/Egypt-says.htm
https://zimnews.net/china-take-over-tobacco-farming-in-zimbabwe/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/09/17/chinese-farmers-take-over-former-white-owned-farms-in-zimbabwe-t/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201609210724.html
http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2016-09/22/content_39345959.htm
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/healthcare/2016/09/15/foreign-sales-offset-aspens-sa-troubles
http://www.iol.co.za/business/companies/aspen-targets-further-chinese-acquisitions-2068447
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2020868/china-pledges-more-aid-tackle-global-refugee-and
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-un-assembly-migrants-china-idUSKCN11P1KR
http://www.sun.ac.za/ccs

