
Huawei launches its first innovation centre in West Africa 

The Chinese telecommunications company, Huawei, has launched an Innovation and Experience (I&E) centre in 

Nigeria, worth US$ 6 million. The information and communications technology (ICT) centre aims to promote 

industry innovation by providing a platform to exchange ideas, business solutions and also train students, 

according to China Daily Asia (China). To achieve this, Huawei and the University of Lagos have signed a joint 

innovation Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). ICT is one of the fastest growing sectors in Nigeria; if 

managed well, analysts predict the ICT sector could employ 40 million Nigerians and generate billions of dollars 

for the economy, The Guardian (Nigeria).   

Huge potential for South African macadamia nut exports to China 

In June 2016, Shanghai hosted the first South African Macadamia Nuts Seminar to introduce knowledge about 

trade, planting and export of macadamia nuts from South Africa. Market research at the seminar revealed 

consumers’ concerns for quality and health provide South Africa’s experience in macadamia production a 

potential market for further development in China’s primitive nut market, according to Fruits SA (South Africa). As 

the biggest exporter and producer of macadamia nuts globally, South African macadamia nuts have experienced 

the most growth in its processed agricultural products, which could successfully meet the demand in China, 

reports Bloomberg (US).  

Akon secures investment from Chinese company for power alternatives in Africa  

American singer Akon has received a US$ 1 billion credit line funded by China Jiangsu International Group to 

expand the reach of solar power electricity in Africa. Originally from Senegal, Akon started the project in 15 

countries to power over 16 million homes and plans to reach over 80 million homes, according to CCTV Africa 

(Kenya). The singer says, “Personally, I don’t think that charities in Africa really work.” The Akon Lighting Africa 

project has established a for-profit business to create jobs for locals and allow governments to negotiate 

structured payments and electricity rates with the solar energy company Solektra International, reports The 

Guardian (UK).   

China welcomes foreign internet companies  

The Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC), which manages China’s internet governance, has announced 

that the government will permit foreign internet companies; Google and Facebook to re-enter China. International 

internet corporations have been welcomed to do business with China on condition that they work in accordance 

with the laws on censorship and the interests of the country and consumers, according to Quartz (US). This 

comes at the heels of the United States to China data link with Facebook Inc and Google owner Alphabet and a 

Chinese company, to build an ultrafast cable between Los Angeles and Hong Kong, reports China Economic 

Review (China). 

North Korean ships de-registered in Tanzania 

Earlier this year, the United Nations (UN) passed Para 19 of Resolution 2270, which calls on member states to 

de-register any vessels that are owned, operated or crewed by North Korea. However, a recent investigation by 

NK News (US), reveals that nearly 50 vessels linked or owned by North Korea have been sailing under the 

Tanzanian flag since March, which is in breach of UN sanctions. The Zanzibar Maritime Authority (ZMA) has 

confirmed that the country had already started de-registration since June and has recently de-registered 13 of the 

50 vessels, reports The Citizen (Tanzania).  
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