
Forum held to promote south-south co-operation on climate change 

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), supported by China and Morocco, have launched a south-

south initiative aimed at addressing climate change and helping developing countries in reaching the targets of 

the Conference of the Parties (COP) 22 Paris Agreement on climate change, reports Xinhua (China). China and 

several developing countries have signed 27 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) agreements to counter 

climate change; these include sharing technology on solar energy and satellites, material donations and training 

in the field of climate change, according to Morocco World News (Morocco). 

Uganda pursues increased Chinese investment 

A report by the Bank of Uganda (BoU) revealed that Uganda’s current account deficit has worsened from US$ 

216 million to US$ 358 million over the last quarter, according to All Africa (South Africa). Uganda continues to 

implement several investment policies and regulations that are aimed at reducing its trade deficit by attracting 

foreign direct investment. During the Uganda-China Business conference in China, Uganda’s Vice President, 

Edward Kiwanuka Ssekandi encouraged Chinese companies to explore opportunities in Uganda’s tourism, 

education, information communication technology, agriculture and mineral processing sectors, reports New 

Vision (Uganda).  

Documentary accuses Chinese officials of illegal ivory trading  

A documentary by Al Jazeera (Qatar) claims to have uncovered evidence of Chinese officials engaging in an 

illegal spending spree of ivory accessories. The investigation alleges that South Africa’s Minister of State 

Security, David Mahlobo, and a presidential delegation that accompanied President Xi Jinping on a visit to 

South Africa in 2015 are part of several illegal rhino horn trading activities in Africa. Chinese officials say the 

reports by foreign media are an attempt to undercut China-Africa relations. The official emphasized that China 

supports the protection of endangered wildlife animals and any parties found guilty will face disciplinary action, 

reports International Business Times (UK). 

South-South Co-operation agreement in Namibia introduces new farming technologies 

In 2014 Namibia, China and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) signed a two year, US$ 1.5 million 

South-to-South Co-operation (SSC) agreement to enhance agricultural production in order to reverse the effects 

of food and nutrition insecurity in Namibia. The SSC agreement has implemented workshops with Chinese 

experts to introduce new farming technologies to farmers in the northeast Zambezi region, according to TVC 

News (Nigeria). A workshop held recently in Namibia, mainly focused on horticulture production such as rice 

and vegetable production to better train farmers in becoming more self-sustaining, reports Global Times 

(China). 

Trump and President Xi Jinping discuss prospects for co-operation 

United States (US) President-elect, Donald Trump, has had his first telephone conversation with China’s 

President Xi Jinping. This comes as the US government prepares to shape Trump’s new administration and 

develop America’s allies to reshape and enhance US-China relations. According to China Daily (China), experts 

believe that political changes are not likely to affect established mutual interests between the two countries. 

Despite Trumps criticisms of China during his presidential campaign, the two administrations have agreed to 

meet at an early date to discuss co-operation and ways to develop US-China relations, reports CCTV (US). 
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