
BRICS New Development Bank approves projects in China and India 

The BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) is set to allocate US$ 2.5 billion in loans to finance projects for 

infrastructure and sustainable development initiatives in member countries. Since announcing plans for 2017, 

the NDB has approved two loans worth US$ 650 million combined, to China and India, reports RT (Russia). 

China will receive a US$ 290 million sovereign project loan for an offshore wind park in the Fujian province. It is 

expected that the wind park will curb the emission of 869,900 tonnes of carbon dioxide annually, according to 

The BRICS Post (UK).  

Morocco and China collaborate to build a new city 

The Chinese group, Haite, is working with the government of Morocco to invest in a US$ 10 billion project for 

the development of an industrial city that will host about 300,000 Moroccan locals. According to Quartz (US), 

the project will model China’s development strategy in the 1980s, which focused on reform and opening the 

economy to encourage outside investment by creating “special economic zones.” The project is part of an 

agreement between Morocco and China that aims to promote social and economic development in Morocco 

and to also encourage Chinese investment and competitiveness, reports AnswersAfrica (Nigeria).   

Nigerian community addresses drug trafficking in China 

The Nigerian newspaper, The Guardian (Nigeria), has received information from prisoners detailing beatings, 

executions, electrocutions and suicides involving African immigrant prisoners in China’s Dong-guan Prison. In 

response, a forum was held by members of the Nigerian community in China to encourage Nigeria-China’s co-

operation in addressing illicit drug trade involving African immigrants and to address the effects of stereotyping 

and diplomatic restrictions on Nigeria’s living and doing business in China, according to Vanguard (Nigeria). At 

the forum, Nigerian citizens were also encouraged not to engage in any illicit drug activity and respect the laws 

in China. 

Officials meet for the South Africa-China Bi-National Commission 

China’s Vice-President, Li Yuanchao, met with South Africa’s Deputy President, Cyril Ramaphosa, for the 6
th
 

South Africa-China Bi-National Commission in Cape Town. The two leaders will implement consensus on key 

areas of co-operation reached by their Heads of States during the China-South Africa 5-10 Year Framework on 

Cooperation and the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), according to Independent Online (South 

Africa). Agreements has been signed to enhance co-operation in five key areas, including politics, trade, 

people-to-people exchanges, international and regional affairs, and the implementation of the outcome of the 

FOCAC, reports Global Times (China). 

China reaffirms commitment to climate change 

As the world’s largest carbon emitter, domestic factors have propelled the Chinese government to transform its 

climate and environmental policies. During the Conference of the Parties (COP) 22 Paris Agreement on 

climate change, the Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister, Liu Zhenmin, emphasised China’s commitment to address 

climate change and maintain support for the agreement, reports The Guardian (UK). With United States (US) 

noticeably absent from the conference, following the announcement by US President-elect, Donald Trump to 

withdraw from the deal. Experts suggest that this departure could see China taking on a leadership role on 

global climate change, according to CBC (Canada).  
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