
India rejects Belt & Road, launches counter project with Japan  

India not only refuses to join China’s One Belt One Road project (OBOR), but it is also teaming up with Japan 

to create a rival Asia-Africa project to be launched at an African Development Bank meeting on May 22
nd

 

reveals Business Standard (India).  India openly criticised OBOR, largely because one of the key projects 

passes through a disputed Pakistan region according to The Telegraph (UK).  Chinese media responded, with a 

commentary from Global Times (China) stating “there is no way for India to impede its neighbouring countries 

from cooperating with China,” and “if India doesn't want to take part… then it should just be a good member of 

the audience.”  

Kenya seeks additional US$ 3.59 billion Chinese loan for Railway Project  

Kenya has requested an additional US$3.59 billion worth of funding from China to extend its railway project 

according to Daily Nation (Kenya). This comes after Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta’s visit to Beijing to 

attend the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation. The Standard Gauge Railway is set to stretch 

across Kenya from the port city of Mombasa to Kisumu on the Ugandan border. This news follows the recent 

signing of a US$ 1.9 billion deal by a Kenyan power plant with China that aims to contribute more power to 

Kenya’s power supply reports Capital FM (Kenya). 

 

China-Africa trade ‘leaps’ in first quarter of 2017  

The Chinese Ministry of Trade revealed that trade volume between China and Africa increased by 16.8 per cent 

in the first quarter of 2017 amounting to US$ 38.8 billion reports Qatar Tribune (Qatar). Spokesman for the 

ministry, Sun Jiwen, explained that the rise of nearly one-fifth from last year is largely contributed to by China’s 

US$ 1.3 billion gas power plant project with Nigeria as well as the massive three-year plan agreed upon during 

the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) summit in 2015 which included loans and preferential policies 

without interest rates according to Global Times (China). 

 

South Africa to lead Economic Zone delegation to China 

The South African Department of Trade and Industry will lead a 25 member delegation from the country’s eight 

Special Economic Zones (SEZs) on an investment roadshow to the Chinese cities of Guangzhou and Shenzhen 

reports Cape Business News Online (South Africa). The aim of the road show is to attract investors to the 

country’s SEZs. The Minister of Trade and Industry, Dr Rob Davies explained that the road show forms part of 

the implementation of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement signed between South Africa and 

China in 2010 as well as the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) summit in 2015 reports The New Age 

(South Africa). 

  

Kenya only interested in ‘win-win’ deals with China says Kenyatta 

Speaking in Beijing, at a bilateral meeting held as part of the Belt and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation, Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta pressed that the initiative must benefit all African countries 
involved according to Capital FM (Kenya). Kenyatta asserted that “post-colonial Africa has been stuck in a rut. 
The continent must move from being mere consumers of imports of finished products to exporters.”  Kenyatta 
urged China not use Chinese workers for the projects but rather to transfer skills to Kenyans reports The Star 
(Kenya). Kenyatta stressed that he is only interested in “win-win” deals. 
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