
USA stops China–Namibia US$ 11.7 million weapon transaction 

The US Treasury department has directly blocked a weapons transaction between China and Namibia 

amounting to US$11.7 million.  The Namibian reports that US officials alerted the Namibian government that the 

transaction between the Namibian Defence Force (NDF) and the Chinese arms manufacturer Poly 

Technologies seemed suspicious. This is after Poly Technologies were placed under sanctions by the US 

government for selling banned weapons to Iran, North Korea and Syria in 2013. Defence Web (South Africa) 

adds that Poly Technologies is a subsidiary of a state-owned corporation that sells arms worldwide. 

Ugandan shop owners protest against Chinese traders 

Hundreds of Ugandan shop owners took to the streets of Kampala in Uganda to protest against Chinese traders 

reports Voice of America (USA). This is the latest of numerous protests occurring since 2009. Local 

businessmen in Kampala stated that China has a policy of giving export tax rebates to their nationals which 

allows Chinese merchants to sell their goods at low prices, thus, pushing Ugandan traders out of business. Mr 

Chu Maoming, the deputy Chief of Mission at the Chinese Embassy, acknowledged the discrepancy in taxes, 

stating that it is per Ugandan government policy reports Daily Monitor (Uganda). Chu also urged Chinese 

businessmen to abide by Ugandan trade laws.  

Chinese ships exhausting West African fisheries 

Chinese distant water fleets fishing illegally in West African waters are depleting local fisheries says a New York 

Times (USA) report. China’s distant water fleets amount to 2,600 vessels. Most of these vessels are so large 

that they gather as many fish in one week as Senegalese boats catch in a year. This is costing West African 

economies US$ 2 billion a year according to a study by Frontiers in Marine Science. Two Chinese vessels were 

found in Guinean waters containing illegal shark fins, and illegally altering fishing nets reports IOL (South 

Africa). The vessels were immediately fined US$ 272,000 each.  

China donates US$ 58 million towards expansion of Zambian hospital  

Lusaka Times (Zambia) reports that the Chinese government donated approximately US$ 58 million towards 

the expansion of bed space at the Levy Mwanawasa General Hospital. The hospital beds will increase from 150 

to 850. In addition to this, Zambia held a ceremony to honour the 18th medical team sent by China to aid 

Zambia reports Xinhua (China). The team forms part of 487 doctors China sent to Zambia since 1978. China 

built the Levy Mwanawasa General Hospital which opened its doors in 2011, treating 2,600 patients a month 

and boasting a staff total of 455 members notes The Guardian (UK).  

  

China-South Africa co-operation continues to bloom at PPEM 

South Africa recently hosted Chinese Vice Premier, Liu Yandong, as part of the first meeting of the China-South 

Africa high level People-to-People Exchange Mechanism (PPEM) which took place from 24 to 27 April in 

Pretoria. Numerous agreements were signed focusing on human capital development reports SA News (South 

Africa). The two nations hope to enhance co-operation in culture, health, science and technology, women 

affairs, and tourism among others. Vice Premier Liu called for China and South Africa to maintain close contact, 

initiate innovate ideas, and to focus on active implementation and practical results, reports Xinhua (China).  
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