
India and Japan launch AAGC to counter China’s OBOR  

India and Japan launched the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC) at the week-long African Development 
Bank meeting last week in Ahmedabad, India reports The Economic Times (India). The project, initiated in 
response to China’s US$ 1 trillion One Belt One Road (OBOR) project, aims for Indo-Japanese collaboration 
to develop quality infrastructure in Africa, complemented by digital connectivity states Daily Eleven News 
(Myanmar). The meeting was attended by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe. Modi stated that “Africa-India trade has doubled in the last five years to reach nearly 
US$ 72 billion in 2014-15” according to East African (Kenya). 

 

Ethiopian Airlines launches new direct flights to Chengdu, China  

On May 22
nd

 Ethiopian Airlines launched a direct flight service between Chengdu, the capital of China’s 
Sichuan province, and Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia reports Xinhua (China). China Daily (China) adds that 
three weekly 9.5-hour flights will be available to charter passengers each way between Chengdu and 
Ethiopia. Group CEO of Ethiopian Airlines, Tewolde Gebremariam, said: “We are glad to launch services to 
Chengdu, our fifth gateway to China. Since our first flight 43 years ago, China has been a key market and it is 
now the largest per country market in our system,” reports 2Merkato (Ethiopia). 

 

China donates 420 boreholes to Zambia  

China donated 420 boreholes to rural communities in Zambia to help improve their access to clean water. 
The handing over ceremony was held on May 28 and was presided over by Chinese government officials and 
Zambian Minister of Water Development, Sanitation and Environmental Protection Lloyd Kaziya reports 
Xinhua (China). Kaziya stated that the boreholes will go a long way in improving the lives and health of over 
280,000 people in the various areas according to News Ghana (Ghana). The donated boreholes form part of 
920 boreholes being drilled in 23 districts in Zambia with the support of the Chinese government. 

 

China commits to strengthen ties with Mali 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Mali on May 21
 
and met with Malian Prime Minister Abdoulaye 

Idrissa Maïga as well as Malian Foreign Minister Abdoulaye Diop during a series of meetings according to 
Xinhua (China). Wang assured Mali that China will help develop its capabilities in three main areas, namely 
infrastructure construction, human resources, and peace and security. Wang added that China is ready to 
cooperate more with Mali in its agricultural and industrial development according to Mali News (Mali). China 
recently assisted Mali in constructing three bridges, a university campus as well as a hospital adds Journal 
du Mali (Mali). 

BMW production halts in China and South Africa  

Production at German carmaker BMW’s manufacturing plants in South Africa and China has halted owing to 
a shortage of steering gears reports Reuters (UK). In a statement released on Monday, BMW explained that 
their supplier, Bosch, is unable to provide BMW with a sufficient number of steering gears for the BMW 1 
Series, 2 Series, 3 Series and 4 Series. Diederik Reitsma, speaking on behalf of the BMW Group South 
Africa added that this is a global problem and that only limited vehicle production is currently possible at 
BMW Group plants in Germany according to Independent Online (South Africa). 
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