
China – Uganda relations tense amid illegal ivory trade scandal 

Uganda’s relations with China have taken a hard knock after Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni wrote a 
letter recently accusing two Chinese diplomats of participating in illegal trade of ivory which he claimed they 
had smuggled into Uganda from the Democratic Republic of Congo, reports The Observer (Uganda). Chinese 
ambassador to Uganda, Zheng Zhuqiang, vehemently denied the allegations according to New Vision 
(Uganda). Museveni then handed the matter over to Uganda’s Foreign Ministry in an attempt to restore 
relations. The Foreign Ministry later found that the two accused were actually not Chinese diplomats and has 
since apologised for damaging the embassy’s reputation.  

 

Dalai Lama visit to Botswana to test China relations  
 
The Dalai Lama will visit Botswana for a conference in August which will be officiated by the President of 
Botswana, Ian Khama, reports The Southern Times (Namibia). The event organiser, Mind and Life Institute, 
stated that “The historic visit by the Dalai Lama to Botswana is his only planned destination in Africa.” The visit 
will test relations between China and Botswana owing to the ongoing conflict between the Dalai Lama and 
China regarding the sovereignty of Tibet. The Chinese ambassador to Botswana has declined to comment. The 
Weekend Post (Botswana) adds that the Chinese Embassy is still seeking clarity from the Botswana 
Government regarding the visit. 

 

China sends nine doctors to The Gambia  
 
China has sent nine doctors to The Gambia in a move to strengthen bilateral relations.  The doctors arrived 
early in June and were welcomed by Gambia’s health minister, Saffie Lowe-Ceesay, and China’s ambassador to 
Gambia, Zhang Jiming, reports Journal du Cameroun (Cameroon). This is the 16th medical team that China has 
sent to The Gambia since 1976 but it is the first to be sent after the two nations resumed diplomatic relations last 
year, adds The Stone Circle (Gambia). The medical team boasts doctors that specialise in paediatrics, 
orthopaedics, ICU treatment and gynaecology reports Daily Observer (Gambia). 

 
China gives US$ 5 million food donation to South Sudan 

 
The Chinese government has donated US$5 million to South Sudan through the United Nations World Food 
Programme (WFP). WFP currently provides food to approximately 160,000 people facing acute hunger in 
South Sudan, 30,000 of whom are children below the age of five reports Radio Tamajuz (South Sudan). This 
comes after China donated half a million boxes of anti-malaria drugs to South Sudan recently according to 
Sudan Tribune (Sudan). The donations include tablets and syringes worth US$ 750,000 and are set to benefit 
400,000 people. 391,000 new malaria infections and 19 deaths have been recorded since the beginning of 
2017 in South Sudan. 

 
Bank of China opens branch in Angola 

The Bank of China opened its first branch in Luanda, Angola on June 5. The bank is set to operate as an 
investment bank until 2018, thereafter it will become a universal bank operating in both local and foreign 
currency according to Macau Daily Times (China). The bank’s governor, Chen Siqing, said that the opening of 
the bank proves China’s trust in Angola’s economic development potential and will strengthen bilateral 
relations, states Angola Press Agency (Angola). An earlier Angola Today (Angola) report stated that in 2015, 
commercial exchange between the two nations amounted to US$ 19, 7 billion.  

Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell 

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                              16 June 2017 

http://www.observer.ug/news/headlines/53315-ivory-scam-shame-as-uganda-apologises-to-china.html
http://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1454757/chinese-embassy-protests-link-ivory-scam
https://southernafrican.news/2017/06/12/dalai-lama-visit-to-test-china-africa-relations/
http://www.weekendpost.co.bw/wp-news-details.php?nid=3889
http://www.weekendpost.co.bw/wp-news-details.php?nid=3889
http://www.journalducameroun.com/en/gambia-nine-chinese-doctors-arrive-to-bolster-healthcare/
https://thestonecircle.info/news/chinese-doctors-arrive-in-gambia/
https://observergm.com/9-chinese-doctors-arrive-in-gambia/
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/china-donates-5-million-usd-to-wfp-s-emergency-operation-in-south-sudan
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article62641
http://macaudailytimes.com.mo/angola-bank-china-opens-branch-luanda.html
http://www.angop.ao/angola/en_us/noticias/economia/2017/5/23/Opening-Chinese-Bank-proves-trust-Angolan-market,257fa9ef-1cba-48e9-a6a2-a4ac38522aed.html
http://www.angola-today.com/news/bank-of-china/
http://www.sun.ac.za/ccs

