
Chinese-funded Ethiopia-Djibouti water project to be launched 

The Chinese-funded and built Ethiopia-Djibouti cross border potable water project is set to commence 
operation in three months. Construction Review (Kenya) explains that the project, which is expected to provide 
safe drinking water for more than 700,000 Djibouti nationals, was tested recently and proved successful. The 
project was launched in 2015 in a bid to solve the drinking water problem in Djibouti as well as to deepen ties 
between the two neighboring countries. Ethio Media (Ethiopia) adds that the project cost US$ 329 million and 
was financed by a loan the Djibouti government secured from the Export Import Bank of China. 

 

 

Jack Ma attends Rwandan Youth Summit 
 

Jack Ma, Asia's richest man and founder of the Alibaba Group attended a youth summit in Rwanda along with 
38 fellow Chinese billionaires. CNN (USA) reports that Ma spoke at the Youth Connekt Africa summit organised 
in collaboration with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD). Ma announced four groundbreaking projects that focus on investment into 
Africa and that are especially aimed at the youth according to KT Press (Rwanda). The summit was attended by 
Rwandan President, Paul Kigame, who shared on what Africa needs in order to develop. 

 

 

Chinese traders resort to importing lion parts 

 

A report compiled by the Environment Investigation Agency (EIA) has concluded that the ban on tiger trading in 
China has resulted in importers using South African lion parts to make traditional tiger-based medicines. 
Quartz Media (USA) reports that the sale of lion skeletons in South Africa increased from 50 skeletons in 2008 
to 800 in 2015. In response, the South African government allowed for the annual export quota of 800 captive 
lion bone skeletons reports News24 (South Africa). Over the past 21 years, the numbers of wild lions have 
almost halved as demand for their bones for Chinese medicine has soared. 

 

 

China donates US$ 1 million to assist Botswana in Cyclone Dineo aftermath 

 

Dr Zhao Yanbo, China’s ambassador to Botswana, confirmed that the Chinese government donated US$ 1 
million as emergency aid in the aftermath of Cyclone Dineo reports Your Botswana (Botswana). According to 
Xinhua (China), a signing ceremony for the donation to be used for flood disaster relief was held in Gaborone, 
the capital city of Botswana. The tropical cyclone Dineo hit parts of Botswana early this year, inducing flooding. 
Hundreds of households were affected and many people were evacuated from their homes. Some infrastructure 
and telecommunication lines were further disrupted in the affected districts. 

 

 

China donates US$ 2 million to Liberian police  
Liberian president, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, praised the Chinese government for donating equipment worth more 
than US$ 2 million to the local police according to Xinhua (China). In a statement, Sirleaf said that the donation 
would go a long way, especially at a time when the police are preparing for the country’s presidential and 
parliamentary elections. Agence de Presse Africaine (Senegal) adds that the items donated include rain coats, 
protective helmets for riot police, crowd control equipment and expandable batons among others. Sirleaf urged 
the police's leadership to make best use of the equipment. 
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