
Uganda chooses multi-country consortium over China for oil refinery 

Uganda has selected a multi-country consortium including American company General Electric and Italian 
Saipem to build and operate a 60,000-barrels-a-day oil refinery plant. Sources at Uganda’s Ministry of Energy 
reveal that Chinese consortium Guangzhou DongSong Energy Group lost out on the deal after failing to show 
up for a negotiation meeting, not returning a non-disclosure agreement and failing to execute a bond with the 
Ugandan government notes The East African (Kenya). The refinery will process crude from fields developed by 
France’s Total SA, China’s CNOOC and the United Kingdom’s Tullow Oil Plc reports Bloomberg (USA). 

  

 
China to construct new international airport in Zambia 

 
China is set to construct a new international airport in Zambia's Ndola city in the Copperbelt Province. The 
project costs US$ 397 million and will be presided over by Chinese contractor AVIC International and funded by 
the Export and Import Bank of China reports Xinhua (China). The project will be completed by 2019. According 
to Lusaka Times (Zambia), the airport will boast a 12, 000 square meter modern terminal building, a 3.5 
kilometre runway, a cargo terminal, hotel, plane hangars, office blocks and restaurants among other facilities.  
 

 
Chinese company to construct cement plant in Zambia 
 

Chinese investor, Sinoma Mpande Limestone Limited, will spend US$ 500 million towards the construction of a 
cement production plant in Chongwe, Zambia. According to the Zambian Minister of Water Development, 
Sanitation and Environmental Protection, Lloyd Kaziya, almost 1, 000 job opportunities have been created thus 
far reports Zambia Daily Mail (Zambia). Lusaka Province Minister, Japhen Mwakalombe, adds that he is 
pleased that Sinoma has prioritised local job creation. Cemnet (UK) notes that 85 per cent of the construction 
has been completed and the plant will be operational by March 2018. 

 
 
South Africa’s first rhino horn auction underway 

 
South Africa’s first online rhino horn auction organised by South African rhino farm owner, John Hume, has 
begun. According to News24 (South Africa), the auction which began on 23 August will last for three days. 
Hume owns 1, 500 rhinos and is selling 264 pieces weighing a total of 500 kilograms notes Gulf News (UAE). 
Rhino horns are valued in Asia, where they are estimated to cost US$ 60 000 per kilogram. Hume stated that 
openly selling rhino horns will curb illegal poaching in response to backlash from conservation groups that insist 
that the auction undermines rhino conservation efforts reports Sunday Times (South Africa). 

 

China to provide satellite television to 10, 000 African villages 

As part of the digitisation of Nigeria and other African countries, China will provide satellite television reception 

to 10,000 villages in the region in the next few years, as provided in the Forum of China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC). According to The Guardian (Nigeria), the Vice-Chairman of Star Times Group, Ms Guo Zigi, insisted 

that China will consistently help many countries in Africa to receive satellite signal, which will connect Africa to 

the superhighway of global information. Star Times has been able to disseminate digital terrestrial television in 

at least 80 sites across the West African country in seven years reports Xinhua (China). 
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