
Traffickers find new ways to smuggle rhino horn out of Africa 

Criminal networks of Chinese origin operating in Southern Africa have begun processing rhino horn into 
jewellery and other trinkets before smuggling it out of the continent reports News 24 (South Africa). 
Manufacturing beads, bangles and necklaces out of rhino horn before shipping them is a new tactic for evading 
detection. TRAFFIC project leader Julian Rademeyer elaborated, “Who’s going to stop someone walking 
through an airport wearing a rhino-horn bracelet or bangle or beads, or carrying them in a bag? It’s not the sort 
of thing that law enforcement agencies and customs officials are looking for. They’re looking for whole horns or 
chunks of horns” reports Mongabay (USA). 

  

China to build DRC-Zambia connective highway 
 

Zambia has borrowed US$ 1.2 billion from China’s Exim bank to expand a vital part of the road linking Zambia 
to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and its Southern African neighbours according to Business Day 
(South Africa). Zambian President Edgar Lungu stated that the road would improve the flow of traffic and 
drastically reduce accidents on the current narrow road reports Global Construction Review (UK). Zambia’s 
Daily Mail adds that the road project will also include the construction of a transit hotel, a service station 
between Lusaka and Kabwe, and a mini city between Kapiri Mposhi and Ndola. 

 

China donates 12, 500 tonnes of rice to Zimbabwe 
 

China has donated 12, 500 tonnes of rice valued at approximately US$ 14.7 million to help Zimbabweans in 
need. Chinese ambassador to Zimbabwe, Huang Ping, handed over the first consignment of the rice to the 
Zimbabwean government at a grain depot reports The Herald (Zimbabwe). Huang said that China is always 
ready to offer food assistance to Zimbabwe whenever the need arises. Zimbabwean Social Welfare Minister, 
Priscah Mupfumira, said the donation would go a long way in helping needy communities, particularly hospitals, 
prisons, old people and children’s homes states News Day (Zimbabwe).  

 
China sends medical ship to Sierra Leone  
 

The Chinese naval medical ship, Peace Ark, arrived shortly on the shores of Sierra Leone. The medical ship 
aspires to deliver free medical service to approximately 200 people within five days according to Concord 
Times (Sierra Leone). Vice President Bockarie Foh praised the Chinese military and thanked the government 
of China for providing free medical service to the citizens of Sierra Leone. The Peace Ark has paid a visit to 
Africa, the Americas and Oceania. A total of 120, 000 people have received free on-board medical and 
humanitarian services reports Xinhua (China). 

 

 

Nigeria approves construction of US$ 5.8 billion power plant 

Nigeria has awarded a US$ 5.8 billion contract to build what will be the largest power plant in the country. 
According to CNN (USA), the 3,050-megawatt Mambila hydroelectric power project will be constructed by a 
consortium of Chinese state-owned construction firms. The project will feature four dams between 50 and 150 
meters tall, and will take six years to complete. The Chinese Exim Bank will finance 85 per cent of the 
development and the Nigerian government will finance 15 per cent of the project. The Minister of Power, Works 
and Housing, Babatunde Fashola, explained that Nigeria started talking about this project back in 1972 
Premium Times (Nigeria) reports. 
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