
Zimbabwe exported over 136,000 tonnes of chrome to China  

Zimbabwe has exported over 136,000 tonnes of ferrochrome to China in 2017. According to The Herald 
(Zimbabwe), 36,000 tonnes of chrome were exported to China in May alone. Zimbabwe can only export its 
chrome to China owing to the current economic sanctions the country is under, explains The Chronicle 
(Zimbabwe). Furthermore, there is currently saturation in the chrome market. China still has 3 million tonnes of 
chrome stockpiles purchased from Zimbabwe. Consequently, the market price of chrome has hit a low of US$ 
90 per tonne resulting in great financial distress for Zimbabwean miners.  

 

Sudan and China sign Memorandum of Understanding on mining  
 

Sudan and China have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in the field of mining. According to 
Rawan Media (Sudan) the MoU includes cooperation in the fields of geological and geochemical research and 
training. Global Media Services (Sudan) further adds that the MoU includes the strengthening of cooperation 
between institutions operating in the mining field. The signing took place after the annual international mining 
conference in Tianjin, China. Sudan was represented by Hashem Ali Mohammed Salem, the Minister of 
Minerals, while the Chinese delegation was headed by the Minister of Land and Natural Resources, Jiang Da 
Meng. 

 

China to establish Belt and Road experimental zone in Ningbo city  
 

China’s Development and Reform Commission in Zhejiang province on China’s east coast has released a new 
programme to establish a “Belt and Road” experimental zone in Ningbo city. Five new international routes; 
industrial parks and airlift cargo routes will be created in Ningbo says Asia Times (Thailand). These 
improvements are expected to increase China’s foreign direct investment by US$ 2.5 billion and to further 
expand trade with Belt and Road countries by US$ 40 billion by the year 2020. AsiaOne (Singapore) adds that 
Ningbo aims to promote high-technology exchanges and to play a leading role in China’s cross-border  
e-commerce and insurance innovation sectors. 

  
China donates modern weather equipment to Kenya  
 

China has donated modern automatic weather forecast instruments to Kenya’s meteorological services. The 
instruments were installed at the University of Nairobi's College of Agriculture and Veterinary Sciences reports 
Xinhua (China). Chinese Ambassador to Kenya, Liu Xianfa, stated that this system “will make [a] great 
contribution to the implementation of the modernisation of the meteorological services” - a flagship project of 
[Kenya’s] Vision 2030 notes Capital FM (Kenya). Kenya’s Environment and Regional Authorities Cabinet 
Secretary, Judi Wakhungu, affirmed Kenya’s commitment towards ensuring the proper utilisation of the 
equipment.  

 

China funds a block of classrooms in Nigeria 

China funded the renovation of a block of classrooms in south western Nigeria valued at US$ 80,000. The 
Guardian (Nigeria) explains that the project was coordinated by China’s Consulate in Lagos and forms part of 
China’s “China-Africa People-to-People Friendship Action.” The block of classrooms comprises of 20 dual 
tables; 40 chairs; 300 school bags; books; umbrellas and other items reports Xinhua (China). The opening 
ceremony was presided over by China’s Consulate General Liu Kan and Nigeria’s Ogun State Commissioner 
for Education Modupe Mujota. 
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