
Morocco and China set up economic zone 

Morocco and China have agreed to set up an economic zone in Morocco's northern city of Fez. A Memorandum 
of Understanding was signed by Rachid Aouine, the Director of the Fes-Meknes Regional Investment Centre 
and Chongsheng Zhao, the Secretary General of the China Industrial Cooperation Association. According to 
Xinhua (China), the deal aims to establish an economic zone as a platform to attract Chinese investments in 
the automobile industry, aviation, agriculture, health and renewable energy. Morocco World News (Morocco) 
notes that bilateral relations between China and Morocco were reinforced after the King of Morocco paid an 
official visit to China in 2016. 

 

Chinese businesses donate towards Madagascar's fight against plague  

The association of Chinese traders and entrepreneurs in Madagascar made a financial donation towards 
Madagascar’s fight against the on-going pneumonia plague, reports Xinhua (China). The Chinese government 
has also donated a package of medical supplies worth US$ 220,000 to Madagascar. The Citizen (South Africa) 
says that a total of 805 pneumonia cases have been reported since August. Furthermore, Madagascar has 
suffered plague outbreaks almost every year since 1980, typically between September and April. The outbreaks 
are often sparked by rats fleeing forest fires. 

 

66 giraffes flown from South Africa to China 
 

66 giraffes arrived in central China's Henan province on a chartered flight from Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Xinhua (China) explains that the giraffes comprised of 22 males and 44 females, are all around two years old. 
The giraffes will undergo a health check-up and will be quarantined for 45 days in northern Henan before being 
sent to zoos across China. Khaleej News (UAE) adds that In August last year, China received 63 giraffes from 
South Africa. Zhengzhou, the capital of Henan province, has received close to 10,000 imported animals since 
2015, including giraffes and zebras from South Africa, polar bears from Russia, alpacas from Chile and dolphins 
from Japan. 

  
Chinese museum removes photographs depicting Africans as animals 

 
The Hubei Provincial Museum in the Chinese city of Wuhan has removed an exhibit that compared photographs 
of animals with portraits of black Africans, sparking complaints of racism. New York Times (USA) explains that 
the exhibit is titled ‘This Is Africa’ and in a particularly striking example, a child with his mouth wide open was 
paired with a gorilla. Other works included Africans compared with baboons and cheetahs. The Guardian (UK) 
further adds that more than 141,000 people have visited the exhibit, which went up during a national holiday. 
 

 
South African students head to China funded by Huawei 

Ten South African university students have been selected to receive ICT training in China as part of Huawei's 
Seeds for the Future training programme. Xinhua (China) explains that the students studied various subjects in 
the ICT sector and were selected from universities across the country. During the two-week study and cultural 
exchange trip to China, the students will receive training in cutting-edge technologies such as 5G, LTE and 
cloud computing. The primary objective of the training is to cultivate ICT talent, promote knowledge transfer to 
build the telecoms industry and broaden digital access adds IT Web (South Africa). 
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